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Amerisure Mutual celebrates milestone

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER

A Farmington Hills compnny
is celebrating its 90th year in
business,

‘The Detroit company that
was to become Amerisure
Mutual Insurance Company is
now on Halsted Road.

It prides itself on the philoso-
phy of sharing its good fortunc
with policy holders.

Amerisure shares benefits of
the company’s suceess with pol-
icy holders through dividend
payment programs, said Rick
Russell, president and CEO.
Those principles fucled it's
growth, creating one of the
country’s most successful, wide-
ly respected business insurance
comp:mics, said Kim Van Kirk,

“I think our mission state-
ment says it all)* Russell sald of
the company’s suceess. "We're
driven by the needs of aur poli-
cy holders and the agencies that
represent them. That's been our
success factor over the past
seven years,

“Prior to that, we credit the
people;” he said. "We're a serv-
ice organization and we have
some of the best people in the
industry”

The company moved its cor-
porate headquarters to
Farmington Hills in 1997, Its
630 corporate and field
employees, located in
Farmington Hills and across 10
care service centers in the

business trade organizations
whose members qualify for
Amcrisure group programs.

The company was rated the
No. 1 workers' compensation
carrier by agentsina
Crittenden’s natlonwide prop-
erty and casualty survey and in
1999, received an A or excellent
rating from the insurance
industry’s leading financial rat-
ing organization, A.M, Best.

In 2001, the company was
twice recognized for being
among the best places to work
in Southceast Michigan.

From the beginning, the
company has been active in
supporting community youth-
oriented initiatives,

Midwest and Southern U.S. In the 1940s and 50s, the
This year, the proj- P d Chri

ccts its third consecutive year of dinners for orphan children. In

double-digit

for the
" Amerisure is 8 regional prop-
erty and casualty mutual insur-
ance lizing in

growth,
$300 million in surplus and
§1.2 billion in assets.
Ameri: i to focus

workers* compensmmn and

the 1960s, Michigan Mutual
cmployees sewed clothing for
dolls, which were then donated
to charity.

Mom rcccnlb, the cnmpnn}

on casualty insurance geared to
facturing and +

Specinl Olympics and United
Way.

Through the years,
Amerisure hns been involved in
many levels with the safety and
well-being of Detroit citizens,
From 1916-1953, the company
owned and operate
Manufacturers Mutual
Hospital, u facility dedicated to
rehabilitating injured workers.,

‘This was the first hospital to
be solely owned and operated
by mutual insurance company.

1n 1934, Amerisure donated
a “safety car” to the Detroit
Palice Department, designed to
reduce traffic accidents by edu-
cating the public in driving
safety.

Russell said the future looks
positive for the company.

“We've grown dramatically -
well in capital and we're finan-
cially strong.

“We have a few specific prod-
ucts and markets we plan to
purste,” the president added.
“We mncnpnle we will continue

related business ge for ] stron|
f i it b sh|ps with several local chari-
and commerciat enterprises in Thc com puny has long- ties, including the Boys & Girls  to grow forw:
14 Mid and h partnership Clubs of Southenstern
states, with seve cnl and hi; Junior Achi [
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Dancers sought for local shows

Positive Attitude Dance
Company in Farmington Hills

ages seven and older are wel-
come, The special holiday per-

Sale
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DANCE WEAR., .,
SHOES ... LEOTARDS...
TIGHTS

Driare

will hold open forits
December production of Peter
and the Wolfand Dances of the
Nuteracker Ballet 1-5 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 15 at the
Academy, 23317 Orchard Lake
Road,

Dancers (male and female)

will take place at
Smith Theater, located on the
campus of Ozkland
Community College’s Orchard
Ridge Campus and will feature
celebrity guest narrator, Trudi
Daniels of WRIF Radjo, Call
{248) 4762099,
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Saturday 10-6
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Rick Russell is presldent and CEQ of Amerlsure

! CAMPAIGN CORNER

Vagnozz| endorsement

State Represeatative Aldo
Vagnozzi has won the endorse-
ment of the County Road
Associntion of Michigan.

The endorsement was based
on Vagnozzi’s long-term cfforts
s Mayor and Council member
in Farmington Hills to improve
county roads serving the two
communitics in his district,

“The Trustees (ofkhc Coumy
Road A i

district,

Democratic open house

A Democratic eandidate open
house will be held 5-8 p.n.
today, Sept. 12 at 20825 W,
Nine Mile, one block west of
Middlebelt in Farmington
Hills.

The following candidates will
be in attendance: Aldo
Vagnozzi for. Smc
; David Fink for

reviewed your cnndldmc sur\cy
and took note of your commit-
ment and dedication to
improve Michigan's local trans-
portation systems;” wrote John
D. Niemcla, treasurer of the
Association.

Vagnozzi said the Rond
Associntion endorsement
demonstrates that he ean work
with statewide groups in bring
ing improvements to the two
cities - Farmington and
Farmington Hills, in his 37th

COHA meeting

The Farmington Hills
Council of Homicowners
Associations will meet at 7 pan.
on Sept. 17, at Fire Station No. -
4, on Drake Road south of 13
Mile. On the agenda: a presen-
tation about the city's
Emergency Preparedness
Committee, an update from the
Nnn-molon nﬁ ’I’rnnsport:\twn

an

Congress Cﬂld.l Jacobs for
State Senate; Ryan Gesund for
County Cnmmission; and Jim
Nash for County Conumission.

Admission l‘nrlhul en
house is office
kind; folding chai
units, small filing c.ll)lncls.
waste baskets, vte

Snacks and beverages with a
long shelfTife will ulso be
accepted.

For mare information call
(248) 884-0551,

set Sept. 17

about fertilizer use and ground
water issues,

COHA includes representa-
tion from many homeowners
associntions in the community,
Members or those who are
interested in joining are invited
to attend. COHA will also be
hosting a candidates’ forum on

atalater date.

l?cl 2. {\ddltmnnl details will
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