A0 ¢

Observer & Eccenlric § Thursday, Seplember 19, 2002

Upinion

wrw observerandeccentric.com

' OUR VIEWS '

Council should stay in
the tax break game

In the past couple of months, Farmington Hills city council
members have approved plans for two very large tax abate-
ments. Both are six-year brenks from real and personal property
taxes. The first, approved in June to help fund a $36 million
expansion at Nissun, will total §810,000, §202,000 of which
will be city taves, Most recently, officials ereated a distriet that
will allow an abatement to assist Akebono in a $32 million
expansion. That will result in a SL7 million abatement,
5417,000 of which is city taxes,

Every time they walk down this road, city oNficials engage ina
bit of wailing and gnnshing of teeth. We understand and appre-
cinte their pain; the Michi ' ic Growih Authority has
essentially tied their iands by requiring a local contribution
when the state gives tux breaks to big busincss

e fact of the matter is, these tax incentives help keep busi-
nesses in Farmington Hills - and in Nissan's case, in the US.
Even though tax breaks nre temporary, the construction they
fucl is here to stay and will generate more taxes in years to
come. What's more, in both cases, the expansions will create
more high-paying, technical jobs. That's a condition of both the
MEGA and local tax abatement policies, and it just makes
sense. Busi: requesting six and gure tax breaks
ought to be held accountable for how they spend the moncy,
‘They should he asked to demonstrate their commitment to the
community,

But city officials have a resp y as well, to
economic development and support the growth of Hills busi-
nesses, which carry about 65 pereent of the city's tax burden.
While we understand and agree with their stand regarding the
state’s tax break prograny, a public hearing on a tax abatement is
not the time to complain.

Certainly, there's a fair amount of posturing on both sides of
this issue. Businesses often make uo sceret of the fact that
they've been offered tax incentives by other jurisdictions or that
they have plans to move elsewhere. For better or worse, our eco-
nomic systent is a competitive one.

We urge Hills officials to stay in the running by doing whatey-
er they can to encournge growth and expansion, even if they
don't particularly care for the rles of the game.

Death penalty: Is it time?

Capital punishment is an emotional issue, one that many
people have deep and defensible beliefs about both for and
agalnst,

Some people are convinced that the possibility of a death
sentence if caught and convicted is enough te deter someone
from committing the ultimate heinous act of taking a life.
Further, they see the punishiment — paying for murder by
forfeiting your own life — as the toughest and truest form of
justice, Others believe the death penalty is overkill, so to
speak, and the threat has little to do with stopping someone
from a murderous counrse. The anti-capital punishment
crowd also points to a certain hypocrisy that wonders how a
state can both outlaw and condone killing.

Although Michigan hasn't executed anyone in more than
150 years, n new call for establishing the death penalty is
rumbling right here in Oakland County,

It's too soon to tell whether the current
anywhere, but some influential peaple 1i
Police Chicf William Dwyer and county
Patterson are stirring the pot,

The rebirth of the capital punishment movement stems in
part from a fresh string of high-profile cop killings.

Although we acknowledge that the death of a police officer
in the linc of duty is a terrible and tragic occurrence, is it
proper for capital punishment supporters to eapitalize on
these horrible aets in search of such 2 monumental change?

Is the death penalty really so desperately needed in
Michigan now or are recent tragedies clonding the overall
issue and appealing to anger and emotion instead of calm-
ness and objectivity?

Death-peanlty advocates would probably say you have to
strike while the iron is hot and what's wrong with pursuing
the idea while the population is suitably sensitive and sym-
pathetic to police officers cut down tragically?

Yet, it doesn't seem right that a question no one was talk-
ing about lust year is poised to become the next big thing
and placed before voters, perhaps in 2004, Wouldn't a state
that truly wants — or needs — capital punishment have had
iton the ballot in the past deeade or s0?

Sccking a death penalty referendum now — or in the near
future — stnacks of opportunism, And when ndvocates Yink
it to the recent deaths of police officers, aren't they saying —
consciously or not — that the taking of a law enforcement
officer’s life demands a harsher penalty than what is meted
out for anyone else? We despise cop killers and grieve for
the families and friends and colleagues of those left behind.
Yet if the three metro area officers who were killed this »
instead were three accountants or three cashiers or thr
reporters, would the people nuw ealling for capital punish-
ment in Michigan still be doing so?

They would not, and that's & point that shouldn't he over-
looked as we start heading into n new round of death penalty
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The Clarenceville High School Choraliers performed at Livonia City Hall during remembrance ceremonies on Sept. 11, Withln the distelct, students were
encouraged to wear red, white and blue and many classes focused on the theme of “Caurage" durlng the day.

Forgotten workers

Although our union friends traditional-
1y use Labor Day to honor their members,
we think as we hold our picnics and cook-
outs and attend parades, that it's also
important to remember the many contri~
butions of “the other guys” to the nation's
economy,

I'm rveferring to the millions of
American men and women who choose
to work int apen shops - that is, who are
not union members.

That we have overlooked them is
unfortunate beeause, from my Jong expe-
ricnce, open shop erafispeople are
trained to the highest standards of skill
and safety. With no limits on their ambi-
tion or on how many crafts they can mas-
ter, they are dedicated to turning out
quality and value in job after job,

In fact, in the construetion industry, of
which I am a part, over 80 pereent are

open shop workers. Morcover, US.
Bureau of Labor statistics indicate that
over 85 percent of American workers are
non-union, compared with roughly 14
percent who are.

As CEO of RCI Electric, President of
the Southeastern Michigan Chapter of

Assori Builders & Ce and
head of one of 23,000 merit or open shop
construction and construction-related
firms across the country, I invite everyone
in the community to join me in publicly
ncknowledging and thanking these hard
working men and women.

Just in casc others forgot.

James Struble
President, RCI Electric

Aldo's energetic

There have been several recent letters
10 the Editor cxtalling the encrgy and
vigor of Republican candidate Valerie

Knol.

1 joined Aldo in his "Walk to Lansing”
in May and I can attest to the fact that
Aldo has both the energy and the experi-
ence for the job of State Representative
for our district,

John Lightner
Farmington

Enlightened debate

In regard to the Observer article
(9/01/02) deseribing a planned campaign
to legislate capital punishment in
Michigan, it s{;ould be clarified that the
hat do not support capital pun-
tshment include Alaskn and Alabama, as
reported in the article,

1t might be noted that, as some
Michigan officials and citizens want to
allow capital punishment here, Illinols
has recently placed a moratorium on the
practice because over a dozen prisoners
were found innocent after serving years
on death row. In addition, our neighbors,
Canada and Mexico, ns well as all other
western industrialized nations, have
abandoncd the practice for such reasons
as its inadequate use and imperfect legal
systems that seatence innocent people to
death,

It has heen decided by many states and
countrics that state sanctioned killing
affeets nll people because it diminishes
the value placed on human life. Many
people believe “respect for life” even
includes the lives of those peaple who
have been convicted of serious erimes.

Hopefully, the debate on this issue in
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the coming months will include a fair
hearing from bath sides, as well as an
accurate portrayal of the impact in other
states, the issucs of deterrence and retri-
bution, as well as the cost of capital pun-
ishment vs. incarceration without parole,
both in monetary terms and in terms of
how best to progress towards a more
humane society,

Michigan has a long tradition as a state
without the death penalty and sofficient,
enlightened discussion should be the
focus for all community groups before a
decision is made.

George Wright
farmington

Paying the dead

No one in today’s world can fully pay
the dead for their ancrifices.

As Emie Hanwell so often has sald, It
ia long gone." We today don't cven recog-
nize President Lincoln's birth date any-
more, The media doesn't tell you he (Abe)
signed the proclamation that freed the
slaves. It doesn't remind you of his char-
acter and his principles that encouraged
him to do what he did.

Many, have over the years given their
lives as a sacrifice: Pilgrims who braved
the oceans and first came to America,
heroes who fought Great Britain to free
America and 50 on.

All the slaves did not suffer. Many were
well treated. As I understand many even
stayed on after they were freed.

Well, we could go on and on. As Isce it
= it is another gimmick by the lawyers to
get business, They are doing it every day
on TV. As one said on TV this past
Monday night “We gotta make a living.”

1 suggest ns President Kennedy said,
“Not what our country can do for me, but
what we can do for our country.” 1 like to
add that, “Thanks to God who made and
gave us this blessed country.” Now we
should:

1 - Do well in maintaining it.

2 - Show our uppreciation,

3 - Learn about our heritage, what has
really made our country the greatest in
the world, instead of self gratification
that does not help those who suffered.

Laslie Swanson
Farmington

Get facts straight

1 don’t mind letter writers such as
Crystal Guitierricz making negative
remarks about me, but I wish she would
not use false information about me to do

it B

Her letter claimed that I was retired as
Mayor by the citizenry. Nothing could be
further from the truth. I left beeause of
term limits which are part of the
Farmington Hills charter. The charter,
not the voters, limits a Mayor to two,
two-year terms, which I served, as well as
one year as Mayor before we went to the
clective system,

In fact, the voters were so satisfied with
my record for the first two years as an
elected Mayor that I was unoppased
when I ran for re-clection, When Ileft
the office of Mayor because of term limits
my colleagues praised my ability to unify
the Council in the direction of giving the
public excellent services.

Twill serve the public equally well asa
State Representative,

Iam also amazed that Guitierrez wants
to sweep her candidate’s last minute

smear of Terry Sever under the rug.
“That's not the way we run clections in
Farmington and Farmington Hills, These
two communities belleve in clean and
positive campaigns based on the {ssues.
My experience ot the state, local and
school board levels would serve our two
communities well, especially as we facea
Legislature where two-thirds of the
Scnate and up to half the House will be

brand new.
Aldo Vagnozzi
Farmington Hills

Hold them accountable

The start of the 2002 school year wag
greeted by the usual public school apolo-
gists’ whining about standards and
accountability. * B

Front page stories decried mindless
comparisens of simultancous positive
and negative ratings for the same schools.
They attacked the MEAP, which has the
audncity to test students, because it gave
contrary negative ratings to the Public
School's favorite long list of awards and
recognitions whose ratings are 80-100
percent based on what is provided to the
schoal system, not on what they do with
i

t.

Those who attack the MEAP would
dismisg as unimportant the following: It's
graduation day in Farmington's clemen-
tary schoals. At an etemcnuu;y school

Juati bly the ing class
stands up and shouts *let Johnny gradu-
ate;” Johnny being the only child not
graduating. The principal relents and
gives Johnny another chance.

“If I have five apples in my left hand
and five apples in my right hand, Johnny
how many apples do I have™ the principal
asks, Horrificd parents gasp, a MEAP
question! Johnny thought long and hard
and finally said, “ten.” Hearing Johnny's
answet, the entire class stands and shouts
*“Give Johnny another chance, give
Johnny another chance!”

My support of Farmington Public
Schools is based on their stated commit-
ment that "Literacy is a student’s ability
to communicate what they know."
Individual student MEAP/HSPT per-
formance communicates their level of lit-
eracy. Less than a proficient rating is a.
signal of illiteracy.

Schools should be held accountable to
verify the condition and, if verified, to
correct it.

David L, York
Farmington Hits

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your lelters to the editor, Please
[nclude your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your fetters be 400
worfs ?r less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.
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QUOTABLE

“{'d hate to see a company held hostage while you have something against the state,”

Chamber of Commerce President Carlelgh Flaharty on the Akebono tax abatement



