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You can help cat with CRF feel better
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a
lot of pale urine, slecping most
of the time and picking at her
food. She has also been; throw-
inzupcvuyotherd.ny.
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and help her live longer?

We are sorTy to hear that
your cat has chronic renal (kid-
ney) failure (CRF),
Unfortunately, many other cat
owners share your experience.
Chronic renal failure is most
often found in gerintric cats,
but cats of any age can be
affected].

We suspect that much of
your eat’s discomfort arises
because her kidneys cannot
function cffectively,

The kidneys help remove
waste products, such as ereati-
ninc and urea, from the body.
I the kidneys don't work well,
these waste products build up
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cls are only slightly to moder-
ately above normal, your vet-
erinarian may slmply want you
to give her a medication with
her meals, such as aluminum
hydroxide, to bind the phos-

ors. Michaets  bydrex
Tracy Jaffe |} ‘The phospl binder
helps keep her phosphorus
subcutancous fluids are level from climging too high.
administered on a regular Phosphorus-binding medica-
basis they help prevent the cre-  tions arc avallable in liquid

atinine and urea from building
up in the bloodstream. Your
veterinarian can demonstrate
the procedure involved,
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Cats with renal failure often
don't feel well and therefore
have little interest in food.

Singe your cat has a poor
appetite, warm the food to
make it smell more appealing,
You can also make the food
more appetizing if you mix it
with low-sodium meat or fish
broth or some ment baby foo

1fall clse fails, you can lryn
preseri plwn. oral medication,

in the bloodstream,

Very high ereatininc and
urea levels may make your cat
feel nauscous and weak, and
cause her to lose interest in
eating. When kidney blood val-
ues are elevated and your eat
shows signs that she doesn't
feel well, she is considered to
have uremia.

Yes, there are things you can
do to help your cat feel better
and, it is hoped, live longer.
However, you should keep in
mind dml chromc renal ﬁlih:lre
is

to help stimu-
late her nppv:mu

We recommend that animals
with chronic renal failure be
offered a special diet.

Prescription dicts for ani-
mals with kidney failure are
available from your veterinari-
an, These diets are lower in
sodium, protein and phospho-
rous and may not be as palat-
able as regular cat food. If your
cat doesn't like the prescription
dict, offer her a different food.

The rule with animals with
rcnnl failure is get them to eat

is usunlly progressive. Your
veterinarian should discuss
treatment options with you.

Ifyour eat feels very ill and
has high levels of waste prod-
ucts (creatinine and urea) in
her blood, your veterinarian
may suggest that your cat be
hospitalized and placed on
nous fluids. Fluid
ration helps reverse
dehydration and Jower the lev-
els of the blood texins,

You can also supplement
your cat’s fluid level by inject-
ing fluid under her skin (sub-
cutaneously) at home. When

you can. It is impor-
tant that she eat enough calo-
ries to keep her from losing
additional weight. It is also
crucial that your cat drinks
plenty of water so she doesn’t
become dehydrated.

LEVELS

Sometimes animals with
kidney failure have excessively
high bload phosphorus Jevels,
Your veterinarian may recom-
mend your cat be given intra-
venous fluids until the levels
return to normal.

If your cat’s phosphorus lev-

and tablet form, sold over the
counter, and only.cffective if
your cat is eating.

Cats with kidney discasc
may have subnormal levels of
potassium and this may cause
weakness. Potassium can be
supplemented orally with a
tablet, gel or powder. If your
cat receives intravenous or
subcutancous fluids, cxtra
potassium can be ndded to the
Nuids.

Many cats with renal faflure )

have high blood pressure.
Diets high in sodium may raise
your cat's blood pressure.
Prescription kidney diets are
Tower in sodium to help keep
the blood pressure normal. if
your cat's blood pressure is
very high, she may need oral
medication to lower her blood
pressure,

ANEMIA .

Ifyour cat has less energy
than usual, she may be ancmic,
Anemia, which is when your
cat has a subnormal number of
red blood cells, is relatively
common in animals with
chranic renal failure.

Your veterinarian should
maonitor your cat’s red blood
cell count. If the anemia is get-
ting significantly worse, your
cat may be given a series of
injections of erythropeictin to
help her body produce more
red blood cells. If your cat is
severely anemic, a blood trans-
fusion may be required.

You mention that your cat
throws up frequently. This may
be beeause her blood urea and
creatinine levels are too high .
and her kidneys can't help rid
her body of excess acid. This
causes her to feel queasy and
may result in the formation of
stomach uleers,
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You mny relieve her upset
stomach if you give her a very
dilute liquid auspensw‘ll of
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Show offers ideas to get home in shape.

‘The 10th annual Fall
Remodeling Show? will be
open Friday-Sunday, Oct. 11113,
at the Novi Expo Center, spon-
sared by the non-profit
Building Industry Association
of South Michi

baking soda or an
mine, such as famotidine. Most
cats don't like the taste of the
buking soda solution so we
don't recommend it very often.
You should discuss any med-
fcations with your veterinarian

(BIA).

The Novi Expo Center s at I-
96 and Novi Road, Show hours
arc noon to 9 p.m. Oct, 11,9
am. to 9 p.m. Oct. 12, and 9
mm. loG pm. Oct, 13,

ion is §6 for adults,

before you administer them to
your pet.
A small percentage of cats

with kidncy failure are candi-
dates for hemodialysis, peri-
lnncnl dinlysis, or kidney trans-

$5 for seniars, free for ages 12
and under. Parking is available
at the center for a fee,

For more informalion, visit
www.builders.org or call (248)

These
arc available at onl) a few spe-
cialty hospitals and are often
cost-prohibitive.

Good luck caring for your
kitty. We hope that we've given
you suggestions on topics to
discuss with your veterinarian
regarding the treatment of
chronic renal failure,

Send questions to be addressed in
this column by mait in care of Mary
Klemic, A Home Editor, Observer &
Eccentric Rewspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham MI 48009,

O e-mall com.

A special show highlight will
be Mad Dog and Merrilt, the
hilarious gritling buddics, The
duo will offer professional tips
and demonstrates cooking
everything for the holiday on
the grill, from hors d'ocuvres to
grilled desserts as seen on CBS
and ESPN. Additional show
features will include Gleaners
Community Food Bank display
of CANstryction®, sculptural
art created from canned and
packaged food, perennial .
pth! for sale direet from

B and growers, and
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DTE Encrgy’s Arcs and Sparks
presentations to eaution people
about clectrical safety and the
need to play it safe around
pawer lines,

Among other highlights will
be live radio brondcasts of
IR f{ome Improvement
Show Murmy Gula and The -
Gardening Show Dean
Krauskopf, Showease of
Distinctive Homes, sponsored
by B1A, Standard Federnl Bank
and The Detroit News and
Detroit Free Press Clussified
Marketplace, which offersa
free plan book featuring a pic-
torinl display of new homes.
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