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Meet the
State

Board of
Education

e vote for members off
Wl!kl.‘ Stute Board of

lucation every fonr
years and read abont MEAP
scores, and few huye ever
seen the faces of the State
Board or know what they
o, T attended the August
meeting and to bring those
of us in FArmington up to
dlute, here is what they are
working on with State
Superintendent Tam
Watking in Lansing.

Member Sharon Wise
reported about the Early
Literncy Tusk Foree, This is
samething important to all
of us, The goals of the task-~
force are to ensure: 1) all
children enter school ready
to learn, (2) all children
become independent lead-
crsfcommunicators who can
understand and apply infor-
mation within their dnily
lives, 3) all schools are ready
to meet the needs off alt
children,

Putting reading materinls
into new parents’ hands us
quickly as possible is n
major goal. New parents
need o receive learning
materinls while in the hospi-
tad with their newborn.

Partnerships need to he
built with local Bbraries,
including the University of
Michigan, to cucournge use
of'the library to promate
reading readiness and carly
literacy and to develop chil-
dren and family programs
that support acquisitions of

arly reading skills. READY
ed to be distributed
mothers, They are
materials mothers can use
for stimulating learning and
preparing chitdeen to read.

Member Marinune Yared
McGuire chaired a comumit-
tee whose goals are to deci-
pher what it takes to make a
good principal, Identifying
what makes a good school
leader and what schools and
their leaders can do to close
the achicvement gap is what
MeGuire and her committee
have spent much time on.

Governor John Engler
said remarks made to the
Republican State
Convention on Aug. 23,
2002, *“We need goed, quali-
fied principals to lead our
seliools and not people who
are there becanse of senioti-
ty. Let's do away with senior-
ity lists and get qualified
principals”

Chnirperson MeGuire’s
committee seeks to bring
about changes in the place-
ent of principals. Cotning
quickly, I believe principals
will need to teet certain cri-
terinto be certified and
receive an endorsement
from the State.,

Much discussion took
place regarding the
Education YES acereditation
timcline. By December
2002, the eriterin and scores
of individual state schools
will be ready and made pub-
lie. The committee is still
working on this project,

Superintendent Tom
Watkins said, “Education
criterin needs to be defend-
able”

To assist schoals in nchiev-
ing excellence, all Title I
Schools must have qualified
teachers, certificd in their
area by 2006,

Member Michael Warren
is concerned that the time-
line for Education YES is
not maving nlong as
planned. He believes that
the cut-score, which is crite-
ria for each acheol grad,
1>, ought to have heen set in
1he clementary and middle
schoals by now, "Fam skep-
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Nancy Maxiell, Marle Borei, Kathteen Donnelly and Jill Purtan-Swoish are in thelr new office space and planning thls year's program,
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Sweet Dreamzzz moves into new headquarters on Grand River

DY JONE HUBRED
STATF WRITER

A pussion that started at Knthleen Donnelly’s
kitchen table has a new home,

Sweet Dreamzzz. Detroit, o loeal non-profit organi-
zation, relocated this month to 32729 Grand River, in
Farmington. The group didn't move far - they spent
the past 18 months in office space just down the
street, donated by Paul Wenson, owner of Mystie
Medical Supplics. The office space was valued at

© §2,000 a month.

“The lease was up and it was time for us to find
something on our own,” said Naney Mixwell, Director
of Operations,

“We wanted to stay in Farmington,” Donnelly
added, “Many of our volunteers are in Farmington,
and the community has been very supportive”

‘The move was made possible with help from Adrian
Owens, owner, Papa John's Pizza of Farmington,
David Judge, owner, Judge Asset Management, Brian
Galden, low voltage nssistant, and Power Carpentry
Company, Donnelly said. .

Tounded in 1998, Sweet Dreamzzz Detroit hias been
an official nun-profit since 2001, The events of Sept.
11 last year did result in some difficuity getting finan-
cial support, hut the orgunization deals pritnarily in
goods and services - and those were always in good
supply.

St

t Dreamzzz provides children in need with
sleeping kits that include a pillow, a sleeping bag,
nightshirt, toothbrush and other goodics, Volunteers
also provide sleep education, tenching kids what to do
1o ensure a good night's sleep and why sleep is impor-
tunt to their well bef
Beeause education s part of the packnge, Sweet
Dreamzzz, has gotten assistance from groups like the
National Sleep Foundation and Heary Ford Hospital's
Sleep Center, Donnelly said. Walmart hns been a big
contributor this year, alung with Ronald McDonald

Marle Botrl, Xathiean Donnelly, Jill Purtan-Swoish and Hancy Maxwell have moved out of thelr kitchens and into office space,

House Charities, Maxwell added.

The group hus targeted schools where lange num-
Dbers of ehildren receive free hot lunch, which is an
indieator that they live at or below the poverty level,

Sweet Dreamzzz's goal for this yeur is to serve
10,000 children, and they're well on their way. So far,

they've reached out to 8,000 Kids, with plans to serve
another 2,000 in November.

Donnelly, Maxwell, Program Manager Maria Borri

and Long-term Fundrnising Manager Jill Purtan-
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New synagogue

BY SUSAN B. TAUBER
STAF WRITER

Rabbi Michace) Cohen believes people are works in
progress.

S0 is the synagogue where he leads religious servie-
es und educational elasses,

Keter ‘Torah Synagogue at 5480 Orchard Lake Road
at Walnut Lake Road has been under construction for
the past year.

While it's not complete, Cohen is leading High
Holiday services in the b ing Sunday and Mondny,
Sept. 15-16 followed by a elass on the next holiday,
Succot, which celebrtes the harvest, at 7:45 pam,
“Tuesday, Sept. 17 and Sabbath services at ¢ a.m,
Saturdny, Sept, 21,

The building isn't elnborate or fancy on the outside.
A round window is visible from Orchard Lake Road,
In it is the Star of David, representative of the Jewish
faith,

It inside where the house of worship really shines,
Sunlight streams through the colored round window,
adding warmth to the sanctunry. The most striking
clement is the ark, which holds the synagoguc’s
i s af Moses, handwritten in Hebrew,
mitde from inluidd wood and other
materials, sepresenting the 12 tribes of Iseael, The ark
and doars were handeralted by Alex Gruss, who lives
in Israeland New Yoik,
he sanet s hasedl an the design of a synagogue
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opens doors for

Sephardic Jews

Icads the congregution in prayer). When he came to

- this aren, he was sceking a synagogue that used the

same melodles and order of prayers that he was used
to,” said Behar. .

Chicorel went to a number of Ashkenazic synn-
gogucs but they weren't the samie, Behar said, And
although Chicorel spoke many languages, he didn't
speak the same form of Yiddish that the Ashkenazie
Jews spoke, Instead, he spoke Ladino, n combination
of Spanish and Yiddish,

Behar said his grandiather decided to stast an
organization with the few other Sephardim in the
communlty,

Over the years, the congregation, the Sephardic
C of Greater Detroit, attracted people from

Keter Torah, the first Sephardic Jewish synagogue in the area,
was fecently compteted at the corner of Orchaed Lake Road and
Walnut Lake Road in West Bloomfield.

“Tornh, which means Crown of the Torali,

‘The synagogue follows the Sephardic, or Spanish,
traditions of Judaism, It's the first and only Scphardic
house of worship in Michigan, Many other congrega-
tions in the area are based on Ashkenazie, or Eastern
European traditions,

The synagogue has been in progress for 85 years,

!]liick Behar, of Farmington Hills, knows the history
well.

His grandparents, Jacol and Judith Chicarel, came
to America trom Izair, Turkey in 117,

“My grandfather was n trained chazzan (person who

20-30 different countries, such as Spain, Greeee,
Turkey, Salenika, North Africa, Egypt, Tuneska, Tsrac)
and Persin. .

NEW HOME

For Bis-cnrs. they met in homes and buildings, They
never had a rabbi ar a permanent place of thelr own.

Until now.

‘The congregation, which has about 70 families, had
its first service in its new home on Thursday, Sept. 5,
when it had a celebration for moving its Torahs (each
containing the five books of Moses) into the butlding.

Anyone is weldome to nttend a service or n class at
the Sephardie congregntion, .
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