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Clarenceville to
go fiber-optic
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Disabled Botsford employee hit hard by cutbacks

short time after school,” said Reilly,

*I am not one to garner sympathy from
people. I am uncomfortable with that,” he
said. “I am appalled at the lack of compas-
sion and un. cm.andmg shown me by a
progressive caring health care provi
This provider is putting me out of a job”

BY PAUL R. PACE.
STASF WRITER

Bruce Reilly would like to keep his job
at Community EMS, a subsidiary of
;J{oltl:f ford General Hospltal in Farmington

ills.

But recent budget cuts to rectify a
multi-mill{on dollar deficit for the hospital
will affect his ability to get to and from
work,

And if he can't get to work, he'li be out
of a job s00n, he says

Reilly usesa pawer -assisted wheelchair
because he has muscular dystrophy.
‘Through the hospital's free transportation
for paticnts, he was able to pay a mmplc $1
daily fee to get a Jift from his home in
Commerce Township to his job entering
data into computers.

‘The hospital's decision to cut the free
customer transportation service inJulyin
order to quell its massive budget deficit
affects Reilly's ability to get to work,

The hospital is extending the service for
him until lhc end of October, however.

So far, Reilly says, hospital management
isn't interested in helping him reach a rea-
sonable way to keep his job without being
in the office.

He said he recently got the bad news in
the form of a letter from Gerson Cooper,
CEO of Botsford Health Care Continuum,

*1 immediately raised a fuss after learn-

The offer to work frum home is also a
possible solution, Reilly said, but manage-
ment doesn't seem interested.

Botsford spokeawoman Nancy
Dumas, said Reilly's rides to work and
home were offered out of courtesy.

“He came to look at it ns an entitle-
ment,” she said,

The $1 daily fce would not begin to
cover the expense of the transportation
service, Dumas added.

“My understanding is we offered him
to change his hours to work around his
wife'’s schedule” she said, "He prefers not
todo that”

Reilly said because of his children,
working outside his wife's job schedule is
not a viable option.

“We really don't want to lose him,”
Dumas said. “We've extended {the trans-
portation scrvice) ta help him find alter-
native transportation. We researched
other transportation companies but he
lives outside the mnge of most services”

She also said allowing Reilly to work at
home “is not an option for this employee.”

As soon as Clarenceville
Schools gets permission to install
fiber optic cable on Detroit
Edison poles, many things will
change in the district - not the
Teast of which will be ali its tele-
phone numbers.

‘The change is just part of 2
detailed technology plan the dis-
trict was required to submit to
the State of Michigan, It was
approved Thursday, just before
Director of Technology Jim
Phipps presented it to schoal
board members. He explained
the fiber optic cable mll havethe
capacity to send vidco between
school buildings, even though the
district isw't set up for that yet.

*1t's like laying a highway with
six Janes instead of four, because
you know you're going to need six
cventunlly” he said.

Phipps gave a hands-on
demonstration of new technology
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M IAGINLLD | OBSERVER Bruce Reilly depends on transportation to get to
bls Job.

Media Speclalist lrene Savage pre-
pares to project an Image from hee

pared to other services in the aren.
Apple iBook laptop using the tech.

Municipal van service doesn't reach into

carts, one of which will be sta- cart at Grandview Elementary, ing this and asked for an equitable Commerce. ‘The Sept. 16 issues of Crain’s Detroit
tioned in each of the district’s . nmuunu me the company for the serv- His personal modified van is used by his  magazine reported Hotsfm‘d has also cut
four buildings. The cart contains  community to provide for some ice h wife Pauline for her job during the day, he and

a projector, video cassette
recorder nnd speakers, so that
teachers can hook up their laptop  $921,000, spread almost equally
computers to make class presen-  over this school year and the next
tations. two,

*{s that enough?” board chair  jhutreddoenomecommnet | (248) 477-5450
Matt Boettcher asked of the sup-

ly.
F “No, but it's a start,” Phipps "
replied,

Any grants for which the dis-
trict applies will be tied to the
30-page plan, which includes
mission and vision statements, o
description of technologies the
district plans to acquire, project-
ed costs and a timetable, as well
as an outline of how the equip-
ment and curriculum changes
will be implemented.

‘The goal, Phipps said, isto
integrate technology into every
aspect of the curricutum, so there
is no separate technology cur-
riculum. Teachers will being
working with English curriculum
changes next fall; math and sci-
ence will be delivered in the two
succeeding years. Over the next
three years, the district’s operat-
ing system will be upgrnded,
along with software.

Eventually, grade books will be
on-line, not for the general pub- .
lic but for teachers, to allow for

technology needs, The budget
for the plan totals about

with insurasice carriers, in order to deal
with more than $14 million in operating
losses anticipated this year.

He smd the hospital quoted him $97.50 * said.
per day with an cmployee discount. *I have two children which complicates
Such an expense would hardly makeit  my situation since my oldest son is devel-
worth going to work, he said. opmentally impaired and we only have
Reilly said this price was cheap com- someone’assisting him in our home fora

ppacedoe homecomm net { (248) 4775450

Switch to something good.

“l switched because with
Verizon Wireless, | have
fewer dropped calls.”

verizonvireless

We never stop working for you

*Why did I switch?
Because  want the latest
technology in wireless.”

automated grade reporting.
Computer labs will be upgraded
. using Durant funds, which were
gained through a lawsuit against
the State over special education

funding. tos,”
Phipps said the fiber opticand no hassles
phone upgrades will be complet-

cd this school year, along with
instollation of an Internet fire-
wall that would stop computer
viruses before they got into indi-
vidual computers. Next year,
teacher voice mail will be fully
implemented, 5o that staff mem-
bers can connect with homework
hotlines and building informa~
tion boards.

Over the three-year plan, com-
puters at the high school media
center, middle school instrue-
tional lab and elementary schools
will be upgraded. A series of
cards will be created to help
teachers integrate technology
skills into their regular clnssroom
lessons, Phipps sald,

The biggest hurdle, he
belicves, will be funding. The dis-
trict passed a technology bond in
the summer of 1996, which pro-
vided funding for one computer
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“I switched to Verizon
Wireless because their
Customer Service is
fast and friendly, with
no runarounds and
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