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On a recent cruise, we visit-
od Portugal’s two inhabited
Madeirn istands situated off
the coast of Morocco. Madeira
and Porto Santo, separated by
about 30 miles, are a contrast
in topography, size and
ambiance.

Porto Santo, flanked by
small voleanic peaks, is prima-
rily the color of ochre —
receiving very little rain. The
orange-tiled roofs that 1
remembered from a previous
visit to Partugal add to the
island's golden glow, Porto
Santo means Holy Port. It's
nwch smaller than the niain
island of Madeira,

1t's ulso much more low-
key, receiving a lot fewer
tourists although its wide, soft
golden sand beaches extend
for nbout five miles,

Our cruise material includ-
«d this description: “Remote
Torto Santo still offers visitors
an oit of tranquillity and
look at an unhurried way of
life, where stress has not yet
had its cflect...On the other
hand, onc must keep in mind
that tourist facilities arc not of
the snme high standard as on
the sister island, Madeira”

The word, 1 think, is
unspoiled.

Yes, there ave a few souvenir
shops, but they are small and
also sell items for the general
population,

You can sce the sights of
Porto Santo in a couple of
hours. Its main town and capi-
tal of Vila Balcira boasts a few
interesting churches,
Christopher Columbus' home
that he shared with his wife
until she died and he went on

MADEIRA FACTS

Where: The Madeira Isfands,
Portugal

When to go: Year-round,
Population: Madeira Istand,
280,000; Porto Santo, 5,000,
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to discover the New World,
and the island's fort Pico de
Castelo, built in the 16th cen-
tury ta deter attacks by pirates.

Columbus’ home appears in
keeping with his job selling
sugar and sugar cane between
the Madeira Archipelago and
Lisbon.

A muscum that has been
ndded shows some later por-
traits of him as well as the
routes of his four journeys and
small replicas of the ship on
which he sailed.

1loved the small church
across the street with its lat-
ticework of fresh Nowers
behind the main altar. On the
day we visited, workers were
wisting strands of sweet
ng evergreen around its
encircling fence posts in
preparation for a festival.

Porto Santo souvenirs are
mainly of straw, shells and, of
course, tiles, Shopkeepers are
unhurried so be prepared to
have them get to you at their
convenience.
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island of Madeira
een, mountain-
cly beach-less
by comparison, {lha da
Madeira means the island of
wood,

1had been to Funchal, its
capital, on a previous trip to
Portugal. I did not mind

returning, .

‘This time, approaching from
the sea and anchoring at the
port of Funchal, we missed
seeing the terraces of fertile
ficlds that gencrations of farn-
ers have etched from the
island’s steep, irregulnr ter-
rain.

On my last trip I had
engaged in the two activitics
for which the island is duly
famous. One is staying at the
famous, slightly stuffy, Reid's
Hotel, which has a memorable
swimming pool built into the
racky conrst on which it sits.

The other is riding ina
wicker sofa-style toboggan,
pulled by two young men in
white flannels and boaters
from the hillside city of Monte
back down into Funichal.

This titme we spent our day
in port wandering Funchal's
steep cobbled streets, We visit-
ed its 15th Century
Manucline-style cathedrat,
enjoyed the pattern of black
and white stones that quilts its
main square, and had lunch at
an outdoor cafe, near the
prominent statue of Jono
Goncalyes Zarco, who co-dis-
covered and named the .
islands.

We also made our way to n
highlight of our previous visit -
the “Workers Market”

Think the lnrgest covered
farmer’s market you can imag-
ine filled with produce and
flowers, then a secand large
room duvoted to sealing and
filleting fish, and a balcony
featuring still more offerings.
On the edges of the market
proper, handicrafts are just a
bargain away,

‘The line from the song,
‘introduced ycars back by
Flanders and Swann, goes

Golden Porto
Santo boasts
miles of golden
sands and an
arid landscape.
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Find golden sand, mountainous terrain in Portuguese islands

Low-key Porto Santo dresses up for a religious festival,

“Have some madeira my dear,
it's really much nicer than
beer” That may or may not be
true, depending on your taste.
An expert on Portuguese wines
told us, port has it all over
madeira wine,

Unfortunately, that was after
we had already purchased two
bottles of madeira in tidy
wicker holders as gifts.

Madeira also is renown for

sonable samples were available
at the market and at a nearby
embroidery factory, the dining
room tablecloth that caught
my cye at a private shop was
marked more than $4,000.

1 was happy, and my hus-
band even happier, when it
turned out the store was clos-
ing for siesta and there wasn't
time for further consideration.

The island of Madeira is

its embroidery. Tt is mag
cent but pricey.
Although smaller, more rea-

but the British
influence sometimes threatens
to overtake the Portuguese,

Reid's Hotel, the toboggan
run, and the cottage industries
of embroidery and wicker,
were all introduced by the
English, Santo Porto is more
representative of the main-
land.

JudIth Doner Berne, a West
Bloomfield resident, is a former man-
aging editor and current cofumnist
for The Eccentric Newspapers. Your
comments are welcome by calling
(734) 953-2047 or, preferably, by e
maiting jbetne@att.net
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Come dressed as you dare!
It’s a family affair...
Boo Ball Spooktacular

to benefit

@ Children's Leukemia
Foundation of Michigan
Serving Adukts and Chikdren

Saturday, October 26, 2002
6:00pm - 10:00 pm

Shotwell~Gustafson Pavilion
(located on Cakland Unlversity’s east campus)
For more information call:

248/353-8222
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Tues, Dec.10 7.30pm | Tes. Dec.24 :W’" " - Starstruck Studios (make your own music video), Velcro Wall,
Wed. M:; 200 ;m P,;w ?.223 ,w 4§m |:m$ Bungee Bull, Ferris Wheel, Gladlator Joust, Face Painting, Arts and
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