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HomeTown news philosophy follows five precepts

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRISER

HomeTown Communieations
Network, Inc,, founder, owner and
cl\mrmun Phil Power said hls group of

bccnusc they stick to the l.hcory of com-
munityjoumnlnsm

“We want to make community news-
papers the essential tool for people ... for
the readers and their families to live the
good life in their own hometowns,"
Power told members of the P]ymuulh
Noon Rotary Club on Friday.
means we have an obligation to mukc
thie Observer (and Eccentric) useful, rel~

RECREATION NEWS

For more information on the
following programs contact the
Farmington Hills Department
of Speciat Services at (248)
473-1800.

Parkey’s Halloween Programs

Kids ages 3-5 can have fun
wilh Parkey’s Pumpkin
Painting 10-11:30 oo,
Snturdny, Oct. 26 and kids ages
6-10 can enjoy Parkey’s
Pumpkin Carve 12:30-2 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 26. The cost is
$10 per child. Pre-registration
is required.

Haunted Hike Stations

The Recreation Division is
looking for groups that would
be interested in creating a sta-
tion for the annual Halloween
Haunted Hike. The event will
be held 7:30-9:30 p.m. p.m.
Friday and Saturdny, Oct. 25
and 26 in Heritage Park.
Interested parties should con-
tact Cathy at (248) 473-1802,
Participating groups will be
paid a stipend of $150 for par-
ticipating both days.

Open Gym

Get your exercise at the
Costick Activities Center Gym
(11 Mile between Middlebelt
and Inkster).

Adult basketball, 9-11 a.m.
Sundays; adult volleyball, 11
&.m.~1 p.m. Sundays; teen bas-
ketball, 1-3 p.m, Sundays; ping
pong, 11 .m.-3 p.m. Sundays,

‘The cost to participate for
residents 17 and under is $2;
non-residents ar $+4. Eighteen
and over is $+4 for residents and
$5 for non-residents.

" SENIOR EVENTS

‘The Farmington Hills Senior
Cénter, located within the
Costick Activities Center in
Farmington Hills, offers n host
of programs for arca adults
ages 50 and better, Here are
just a few of the muny educa-
tiohal, cultural and social pro-
grams available at the Senior
Center in Qctober:

M Living With Arthritis

10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Oct, 1,
Gain practical tips and coping
techniques on living successful-
ly with different forms of
arthritis through this uplifting
presentation by Ginger
Barrons, The program is free.
W Lighthouses of Lake
Michigan

10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 15,
‘This special program by the
‘West Michigan Tourist
Associntion spotlights light-
houses in the Lake Michigan
Circle Tour. The lively ance-
dotes about the historic bea-
cons, their keepers, and their
ghosts are sure to be dramatic
and entertaining. There is a $2

- fee,

W Ten Time

10:30 a.m, Tuesdny, Oct. 22,
The Farmington Hills Scnlar
Division teams with the
Oakland County Health
Divisian Nutrition Division
Program for a presentation on
the benefits of drinking tea as
well ag the importance of fluld
intake. Participants will tasten
variety of different teas and
learn how tea can enhiance
health, No charge.
B Senior Police Acndemy

10:30 2.m.-12:30 pan.
Wednesdays, beginning Oct.
23, Learn how a police depart-
ment functions behind the
scenes. This comprehensive
five-week Farmington Hills
Police Academy includes a look
at police aperatlons, investiga-
tions, detective work, crime "+
scene processing, collecting cvi-
dence and a fascinating tour of
the Police Department. No

and an essential tool of the con-
dunt of ‘daily lives of adults and kids.

“And, it also means our journalistic
focus is different from the New York
‘Times, the dailics (Detroit News and
Detroit Free Press) and the Ann Arbor
News!"

Powcr went on to emphasize that
community journalism dlgs into the
issues of the community, and is accom-
plished by putting the reporter in the
shoes of the er.

*There is a difference between report-
ing generalities without having thought
sbout what they mean to people in their
daily lives,” he said. “What docs the
news mean (or the ordinary divinity of

daily life for the people who live in their
own hometown?

“What does the story mean to the
reader? How does the reader take the
information and use it in the ordinary
conduct of thelr life?”

For Power, who began his bi-weekly
chain of newspapers in 1965, that
means his basic to commu-

staffers; and to earn a fair profit,” he
said. “At the end of the day, that's what
we are all about,

“We think those words get to the
heart of what we spend n great deal of
time and passion doing”

Power began HomeTown
Communlmﬂom by publishing six

nity journalism can be echieved by fol-
lowing five fundamental propositions,

“We are in business to enhance the
lives of our readers; to nurture the com-
munities that we serve; to contribute to
the business success of our advertisers;
to provide fulfilling careers for our

in western Wayne County
with a staff of about 20 em ployees.

His network nuwlndudeﬂ 70 home-
town
near Cincinnati, Ghio, and in the upper
n‘kldw:st, and cmp]uy! about 1,000 peo-
ple.
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Phll Power addresses the Plymouth
Rotary Thursday. .

25-50% OFF STOREWIDE ON THE BEST NAMES IN FALL STYLES

=== RED-DOT SHOPPING PASS _—
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FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 27

NOW 59.99

FRANC SARTO “TROUPE" iN BLACK.
SAVE 69.00. Rep. 12900,

]

Valid Fridey,

RAGO% OFF

apparel for men, women and children
total savings of 90% Off the original price

*EXCLUDES LACOSTE, TOMMY
CANNGT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER

BAHAMA, HAT NAST, AXI8 AND LILLY PUUTZER.
COUPON, BPE

CIAL OR DXSCOUNT OFFER.
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PARISTAN

L PAY YOUR PARISIAN BILL ON-LINE iogontowenputimann.

chnrge,
Call {248) 473-]930 for more
mﬁmnnlmn
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CALL 1-800-424-8165 TO ORDEN ANYTIME. STORK HOURS: The Vilage of Rochester Hils and Laurel Park Piace opan Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-5, FOR INFORMATION cal
Tho Village of Aochester Hills (246) 276-6705 or Laursl Park Place (734) 853-7500. CRARGH IT: Parisian Cracit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American
ROCHESTER HALLS, NWMWWVWMMMMWNMMN
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