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1 Circus in town

Ringling Brothers Barnum
& Bailey's Greatest Show on
Larth beings clowns, animal
trainers, and death-defying
aerial artists and more to
the Palace of Aubuen Hills.

Performances are 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday Oct. 2-5
and 1and 5 pm, Sunday, Oct.
6. Daytime shows at 11 a.m.
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 4-5
and 3:30 pm, Saturday, Oct.
4. Tickets are $12.50, $17.50
and $20 wilh a limited num-
ber of $30 VIP and $45 front
(0w seals. {248) 645-6656.

W Poetry

«. National Writers Live at the
YMCA features Yale Younger
Pets Award Winner Nicholas
Samaras, Vietnam Vel poet
Dale Riotterbusch,
Cincinnati'’s Tyrone Willlams
.3nd Detrolt Poet Laureate
Naomj Long Madget a1 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 3 at 7.30,.
p.m. at The Scarab Club, 217
East Farnsworth at John R,
located east of Ihe Detrait
fnstitute of Arts, Free admis-
slon and parking. (313) 831+
1250.

B On exhibit

Kale Roesch shows recent
paintings, including
Sweetheart 1, an ofl on can*
vass, Tuesday, Oct. 110

Saturday. Nov. 2 al the
Washington Streel Gallery,
215 £ast Washingtan Sirest,
Ann Arbar. The opening
seception is 7-3 p.m, Friday,
Oct. 4.{134) T61-2267.

Furry companions
The Detroit Zoo teams with
the Michigan Humane
Socicty this weekend to
present the 10lh annual Meet
Your Best Friend al the Zoo.
The event - which brings
dogs, puppies, cats, kittens
and rabbits to the zoo for
adoplion, runs from 10 am.-5
pm. Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 28 and 29, at the 200,
tocated al Woodward and the
1-696 service drive in Royal
Qak. The average adoption
tee js $85-S175 per dog and
$40-5100 per cat. (248) 398-

Comedy club

Troy Davis isn't crude or
rude, but spins every day
experiences into humor. He
kicks off the fall schedufe at
Joey's Comedy Club in
Paisano's Restautant, 5070
Sthacfer, Dearborn. He per-
forms Wednesday, Oct. 3
Sunday Oct 6. Shows are at
8:30 p.m. Thursday, 8:15 and
10:30 p.m, Friday and
Saturday and 7 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets are $812. (313) 564
8885.

JEWISH ENSEMBLE THEATRE

Vihat: Opens its season with Tommy
Jand Sally, Mark Medoff's play about
racism, religlon and personal identi-

ty in America

When: Wednesday, Oct. 2 to Sunday,
Nov.3

Where: Aaron DeRoy Theatre in the
Jewish Community Center, 6600
West Maple at Drake, West Bloomfiel
Tickets: $18-$30. Call (248) 788-2900
Season schedule

W Visiting Mr. Green by Jeff Baron
Dec.4toJan.5

W Denial by Peter Sagal Feb. 26 to
March 30

W The Chosen adapted by Aaron
Pasner and Chaim Potok from
Patok’s book

Guest Artist Series

W Conversation on the mystery of
creativity with Elmore Leonard,

Monika Essen and Jeff Bass 7:30 p.m.
. Monday, Oct. 14, Tickets for the bene-

fit are S50

M Shylock, a one-man show starring

Gareth Armstrong Nov. 6-24

W Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit
presents HeartBEAT April 5-6

Bar Mitzvah Celebration

M A world premiere production

Jeffrey Eric Tischier's 8ar Mitzvahin

honor of the theater's 13th season
6:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 3. Tickets
Hegin at $100 and |nc1ude dinner an:
dancmq N

European flavor ﬂavo
Ciao brings |ta||an
cuisine, culture fo
" Dearborn, B8 :

wmwobservetandeccenteic.com

GALLERIES w THEATER W DANCE m DINING

Jewish Ensemble Theatre
production explores

Artgdentertainment

diversity issues

BY LINDA ANM CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Rehearsal for the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre's scason
opencr Is about to begin when
Bob Devin Jones asks “when
was the last time you've had a
dinner discussion about race?”

The question is meant to
cause uneasiness just as the
play he's directing, Written by
Tony Award-winning play-

d W nghl. Murk Medoft, Tommy
J and Sally deals with issues of
race, religion and diversity in
America. Like Jones, the
intense dramn pulls no punch-
esas it follows Temmy J ona
Jjourney for answers,

Jones believes so strongly in
the message he's traveled
across the country three times
to direct the two-person
dramin making its Midwest
premiere at the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre Oct. 2 to
Sunday, Nov, 3, in the Aaron
DeRoy Auduonum atthe
Jewish Community Center in
West Bloomfield.

Commissioned by the
Kennedy Center forits New
Vision/Neiv Valees Festival, ~o
the play focuses on Tommy J,

a young African American

whe lived with a Jewish family
for a year. Now in his carly
30s, Tommy J is cnraged that
more than a decade carlier the
dnughter believed he burglar-
ized the family’s home.

“There's scant plays that talk
ubout cross races not written
by African Americans,” said
Jones, *It's a contemporary
d play that will lead the audi-

ence to hopefully sce beyond
stereotypes of one another.

"mmmy.I bchc\'es she's
M

the girl

PI'a'y‘c'jr,ies for dignity
of the mentally ill

of the blue a few weeks ago

to tell me she'd written
play about living with the stigma
of mental illness, I'd wonde
what happened
tothe
Farmington Hills
actress I'd inter-
viewed often for
community the-
ater productions.

Gumina

explained since
the lnst time 1

I * aura Gumina called me out

Arﬂsﬂc

saw her playing

Expressions 1& of the lead
roles in “Trinity

tl:da {\ﬂ" House Theatre'’s
omin production of
LN | Grace & Glorie

in Livonia a couple of years ago,
she'd put on 60-70 pounds due to
the "meds” she seas taking to pre-
vent nnother sulcide attespt.
Tlearned Gumina could func-
tion as long she took 8-10 “meds”
every morning. When she did it
was possible to work with emo-
tionally impaired and learning
disabled i in Southfield schnul: asa
creative di

The cast of Cry Dignity sehearses for the
play dealing with the stigma of mental lll-
ness,

Gumina, She wab 19 and a sophio-
more nt Novthwestern University
in Lllinois when the first bout of
mental illness hit. Gumina finally
carned a degree in elementary
education fram Wayne State
University at the age of 37. She
\mnld try to kill herself and drop
b the years, she's

When she didn't Gumina ended
up In the hospital.

But now life was looking up. She
and Southficld resident Suc
Kennedy were trying to bring Cry
Dignity 1o the stage. The drama is
awork in progress but then, sois

l)ccn hospitalized a total of 16
times.

*I couldn't go to classes, My sclf-
esteem was low, T was

Cralg Wallace
{left) confronts
Stephanle
Stephan with a

l serles of accusar
tlons as they
rehearse the
Intense drama
Tommy J and

| Satiyopening at
4] the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre
In October.

spotlighted. He played onc of
the two Icnd roh:s twice before

whose family he lived with the
last year of high school Its

PHOLOS BY JOM HOFFREYER | DRSERVIR § LCENTRK

Dlrector Bob Devin Jones lIstens Intently to the dialogue exchanged between
the actors playing the obsessed fan and pop muslc singer in Tommy J and Sally.

ferent facets of the character
it's exhilarating to attempt.

“Mark's propensity for lan-
guage is incredible. It's like
Shakespearean dinlogue and
can be difficult to attack. My
favorite part is the beginning
from an intensity standpoint.
Tbmman not menacing and
it's my last opportunity to
relax. Once he breaks into her
npnnmcm he'son a freight
train”

Unfortunately, Sally is tied
to the tracks. This ernzed fan,
or 50 she thinks, has broken
into her home intent on harm-
ing h‘cr. Race is‘n't t_hc{ssun for

loosely based on

that happened to Mark, 13- mdnd ing ﬂm world prv.-mlcre
years later she beecomies a by Woolly th Theatre
famous pop star. He believes Oompnny and Theater J in

Washington, D.C. Wallace has
worked professionally in the-

she sent out a message of rec-
onciliation in onc of her songs

and breaks into her apart- ater sinee carning a master of
ment. The grace is they' e I'me arts dcgrcc at
changed by this State Uni

One minute he's joking n decade ago.
around the next Craig Wallace “Mark has written sucha
tumns Tommy J's anger on unique character that shows
Sally Hemmings, tauntingher  his need to be loved and

with rapid fire accusntions

respected,” said Wallace. “He's
about bobbing her nose to

blaming so many people and 1

hide her Jewish identity, Like  think in the end he learns to
Jones, Walloce thinks the take responsibility for his
issucs in the play need to be actions. There's 5o mary dif-

“Initintly she's like a lot of
performers - strong, confi-
dent, She's put in this situa-
tion where we see just how

insccure she is,” said Stephan, 2‘ °

“As a woman, it's putting your-,
self into n situation where I
think he's going to kill me.
God willing I'l| never have to
experience that, It reaffirms
that wotnen are a lot more
vulnerable than most of the
time they portray themselves
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