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Listen to a qbod tale this weekend at Livonia story fest

* BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STSFWRITER

Throughout Europe, they
were called gleemen. In Afticn,
the term was griot, They did the
same job — they visited commu-
nities to entertaln and educate
primarily by telling stories,

The tradition lives on,

The Detroit Story League wil)
bring three acclaimed profes-
aionn] storytellers to the Livonia
Civic Center Library Friday-
Snturday, Sept. 27-23 as part of
its annual storytelling festival,
‘There will be workshops ns well
as performances both days.

Ann Bonnelli, onc of the co-
argnnizers ofthe festival, said
the Detroit Story League was
formed in 1912 by Mary
Conover, the first children’s
librarian in the city. Since its
creation, members of the league
have traveled to schools, homes
and even shopping centers
through their motto of “Service
Through Storytelling”

“They get together on a regu-
lar basis to meet and perfect the
art of storytelling," Donnclh snid.

Originally, it was almost a
soclal organization run by vol-
unteers. Now, professionals like
tibrarians and teachers fill those
ranks,

‘There is some help from out-
side too, The National
Storytelling Network (formerly
the Associntion for the
Preservation and Perpetuation of

The form, she said, is old as
the hills.

“It's part of the oral tradition,
oral histories,” Bonnelli said. It
is a facet of learning and enter-
tninment that tells storics by
painting word pictures. Before

o and television, this was the
entertainment peaple had
S‘hom;:‘\\'cm ncﬁnu‘:hnboul things

nt happened, others were per-
sonal m‘:ci*’;!o . pe

Barbara McBride-Smithisa
librarian from Tulsa, Oak. She
said that putting e definitive tag
on what storytelling is casicr
said than done.

"We've been trying to define
storytelling for the tast 10 years,”
she said. “Nobody can come up
with a definition cveryone can

on”

Shesaid it isan art form,
type of performance art that can
teach as well as entertain, It's
#0t to be confused with story
time, as scl ildren might
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What: Adult storyteling |
concert with Jim May,
Barbara McBride-Smith and

Antonlo Rocha

she said she is best known for
her interpretations of classical
Greek mythology, She'shad
love of the material that stretch-
es back to her own days in
school.

* *Iloveit, it really hits home
m!b me, shcsa)id‘ “Ils' full of

know it.

*There's nothing between the
storyteller and the audience,”
MecBride-Smith said. “Therv's no
book, no seript, the words come
from the heart and mind of the
storyteller, It's like theater but
the fourth wall doesn't exist.”

Storytelling, she said, is direct
communicatidn between the
teller and the audicnce, The sto-
ryteller doesn't know exactly
what will happen beforchand,
everything depends on the audi-
ence, Unlike theater, the story

blood and guu and love nnd
war”

In an art form that's entircly

Sugarloaf
Art Fair.

. 18, 19, 20, 2002

performer-driven, naturally she
takes license with the material,
McBride-Smith said nll of the
characters — gods and mortals
alike — are people she grew up
around in Waco, Texas.

*“When characters speak,” she
said, “they'll sound like a Texan,
Pandora looks at the lock on the

Barbara McBride-Smith wlll entertain at Storylclllnu 2002 [n Livonia,

box like you would the tagon a
pillow, no one is going to telt her
that she can't open it up.”

By the same token, she por-
trays Zeus, the king of the gods,
as a gan-toting mayor who gets
what he wants more through
sweet talk than by hurling thun-
derbolts.

Antonio Rocha; family story-
telling concert: storytelling
workshops

When: Adult concert, 7:30
p.m. Friday, Sept. 27; family
concert, .30 p.m, Saturday,
Sept. 28; workshops, 9 a.m.-
5 p.am. Saturday, Sepl. 28
Where: Livonia Civic Center
Library, 32777 Five Mile,
Livonia

Admisslon: $12 for adults,
38 for senior citizens and
students on Friday, Sept. 28;
$2 per person for Saturday,
Sept. 29 concert; $40 for
workshops. Admission to all
events is $45 per person.
More information: (734)
761-5118 or {313) 824-6368
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Featurlng 3 Hot Nights In Oakland Countyt ©*
SEASON TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
CALL 249-557-PLAY (7529)
In The Mood « October 24, 2002
An exciting 1940°s musical cevue of
shythm, swing. §22z & much more!
Vicki Lawrence » November 24, 2002
An Evening with Memma?
Jammin' w/Pops * February 8, 2003
A perfect teel good musical
Shanghai = February 23, 2003
Incredible acrobats-direct from a 3-momh.
sold-out run on Broadway
Three Mens & a Tenor » April 5, 2003
Michigan's favorite musical tour

Buy crofts online at
www.CraftsOnline.com

wase our unlmn calalogue at www.cicadaauctians.com

present "w‘—A!EI,?/w

DIRECT FROM RUSSIA...

GEORGIAN STATE
DANCE COMPANY

The NEW YORK TIMES says
“The Greatest Dance Company of Them All”

®bigerver & Eecentric

ALL SHOWS ARE PRESENTED AT
E MILLENNIUM CENTRE, SOUTHFIE
Located a( 15600 JL

ELD
Hudson Dr. Next to Providence Hospital

Fall Fun for
the whole.
family! .

ADVEN'EURES

If you're looking to enjoy some
wonderfui fall activities, let this be
your guide to:

. » Fall Getaways » Cider Mills
 Orchards * Hayrides

i e Pumpkin Patches

» Haunted Houses

CRAFT SHOW b
Haynides, Moonwalk, Craft
Demos. Haystach, Mini Gott
OPEN 9-& * 7 DAYS

248 63.4-8981
1479 Ranch Road « Hcllv

Company of 90
with 15 mt}t’sifians!

Detroit Opera House
Saturday, October 26, 2002 8:00 pm
“On Sale at the Opera House Box Office

Group Sales info 313.237.3409

Tickets avinlable at alt Ticketmaster ticket centers
including Marshall Fields. Charge by phone 248.645.6666
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OPEN WEEKDAVS
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Open until Oct. 27 » School Beid Trips
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www.amaringmare200(.com
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