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Book Beat attracts nationally-knowh.children's book authors

8Y ALICE RHEIN
CORRESPORDERT

This week will be a buay one
for the Book Beat in Oak Park.
Having celebrated its 20th
anniversary carlier this
month, the independent book-
store owner by Colleen
Kammner and Cary Loren is

always envied the second
grade experlence,” said Lowry.

On Friday, Sept. 27,
Kammer is bringing
California author Pam Munoz
Ryan to speak and autograph
books at the Detroit Main
Library from 9:30 2.m.-11:30
am.

Scholastic Bonk: just pub-

sponsoring several children’s  lished Ryan's hook When
book authors and illustrators  Marizn Sang, the true story of
in what Knmmer referstoas  Muarian Anderson, the

her “Hnk in the chain®

*I tove bringing readers
togethier with the authors and
artists, When children have a
book signed to them, it creates
nstrong connection, and it's o
self-esteem thing knowing
that a special person signed
ity snid Knmmer,

‘Iwo-time Newhery Award

African-American singer who
in 1939, drew an integrated
crowd of more than 75,000 +
peaple to the Lincoln
Memorial

“Since it’s on a Friday, clnss-
es can attend,” said Kammer,
who often has to encourage
publizhers to allow authors to
visit this arca, “It's always

winner Lois Lowry says that st New York and the West Coast,
65, she's rendy to slowdown  but we're not a flyover. I'm
on her } ing with the

but when it comes to places
like the Book Beat she said,
“They arc passionate about
the same things that I am and
it's a plensure to be with
them.”

Lowry, whose most

nt boo!
Goonestind [ (Gooney Bird Greene
LOIS LOWRY qumdbywcwn-

nity and trying to say, ‘We
support this. Don't ignore us,”

Caldecolt Award winning
llustrator David Small cer-
tainly hasn't ignored the arca.
Growing up in

Greene, intro-
duces young read-
ers ta the clements
of storytelling, will
speak at the
Berkley High
Theater from 12:30
PM.-2:30 p.m. on
Saturday, Scpt, 28,
Lowry's books,
which include
Summer to Die and
The Giver, are
geared to older chil-
dren, but her latest is
shout a very preco-
cious 2nd grader.

“1 skipped second
grade, and have

BOOK BEAT BOOX EVENTS

B Children's author Pam Munoz Ryan will speak and autograph
books 9:30-11:30 a.m., Friday, Sept. 27, at Friends Auditorium at
the Main Library in Detroit, 5201 Woodward.

W Two-time Newbery Award winner Lois Lowry will speak and
autograph books 12:30-2:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28, at Berkley
High School, 2325 Catalpa (east of Coolidge).

W Book illustrator Jerry Pinkney will speak and autograph
books 3:30-5:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28 at the Oak Park Library,
14200 Oak Park Blvd.

W lilustrator David Small and author Sarah Stewart will sign
books 6;30-8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 3, at the Book Beat, 26010
Greenfield, Oak Park . They will

also speak at the Birmingham Community House at a Young at
Heart luncheon on the same day. Tickets are $35. For Informa-
tion about the luncheon call (248) 534-6405.

All events sponsored by Book Beat, 26010 Greenfield, Oak Park,
in the Lincoln Center. For more information call (248) 9681190
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Greenfield Village.

“I remember those ficld
trips and Jooking at that huge
Allegany Railroad train. It was
a thrill to have a chanee to put
it in the book,” says Small,
who used the black iron behe-
moth to illustrate the “real
McCoy.” a lubricant invented
by Elijah McCoy that could be
used while a train enginc was
running.

‘ANONSTOP THRILL RIDE

Vit Enouck Acmion To Mm Fouxs I The Nexs Theater Dess, Ecxs-Ceusent.”
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Northwest Detroit, Small was
deeply influcnced by the
Diego Rivera murals at the
Detroit Institute of Arts. And
in his latest book, Sa You
Want to be an Inventor? writ-
ten by Judith St. George,
Small was able to revisit
another childhood passion --
the Henry Ford Muscum and
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Small has also illustrated
three of wife Sarah Stewart’s
books, and she will accompa-
ny him at an in-store book
signing ot the Book Beat from
6:30-8 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.
3. The duo will also be fea-
tured at a Juncheon that day
at the Birmingham

Pinkney moved to setting to
Morocco where his watercol-
ors feature rich costumes and
spectacular African architec-
ture. Pinkney will speak and
autograph books at the Oak
Park Library 3:30 p.m.-5:30
p-m. Saturday, Sept. 2
“I'm a passionate fan,” said

Community House. Kammer, acknowledging her
Small's Intest book features  lifelong love of children’s
humeorous two-page spreads ouks. T 'm more interested in
that cover the well-k h 1t’s about
inventions of Ben Franklin possibilities.”

and Thomas Edison to the
more obscure work of Georges
de Mestral (inventor of
Velera) and movie star Hedy
Lamarr, who helped invent a
system for guiding torpedoes
by radio signals, ~ *

With training as an'‘editori-
al cartoonist, Small is very
successful at delivering a "

punch on each page. “That’s

my aim,” said Small, who

now resides on Michigan's
west side, "I never want to
leavc kids out of the joke,
and nt the same time, 1
want to have adults be
entertained.”

Caldecott Award win-
ning illustrator Jerry
Pinkney entertains his readers
with a newly )lustrated ver-
sion of Hans Christlan
Andersen's fairy tale The
Nightingale. While the origi-
nal tale is sct in China,

And this week,
Kammer is making it possible
to see and hear from several of
this country’s most notable
children’s authors and illus-
trators.
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