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Big plays give top-ranked CC a win over Rice

BY BRAD MONASTIERE
STAFF WRITER

Redford Catholic Central’s
football team broke a century-
long losing streak against arch-
rival Birmingham Brother Rice
Saturday night.

Granted, the century hasn't
Iasted too long, but the
Shamrocks nsed big }‘)l ays on

plan tonight”

CC hns typically built its
championship teams from the
defense, and it was the defense
that dominated this game, par-
ticularly it the first half, The
Warriors came into the gnme
with one of the most explosive
offeases anywhere, averaging
35 points in their first three
wlns.‘ Ho\\'cv‘cr. the h'\lcrccp-

offense and a pl

defense to defeat the Warriors
for the first tine since 1999, 21~
14 in front of almost 5,000 fans
at Birmingham Groves High
School.

CC, the state’s top ranked
team in Division 1, improved to
4-0 on the season while Riee
- which had been tops in
Division 2 ~ fell te 3-1.

In the latest incarnation of
one of the most storied gridiron
rivalries in the state, CC gained
2 measure of revenge ogainst a
team that had won three-
straight games in the series,
‘The typically reserved
Shamrocks conch Tom Mach
said winning this game meant
more than other regular scason
games.

“We have a great deal of
respect for their progrant, and
anytime you can beat a team
like Brother Rice, it's » great
wian for your program,” Much
said after the Catholic League
Central Division opener. “I'm
Jjust so proud of our players and
the way they executed our game

PPy efense
limited Brother Rice (0-1
Central) to seven points in the
game's first 28 minutes,

“Our d i di

and forced four turnovers in
the game. On the offensive side,
junior RB Derck Brooks was
the difference maker.

Brooks played onc of his best
games of his young career,
rushing for 199 yards on 23
carries and one highlight-film
touchdown that gave the .
Shamrocks a 14~point lead
carly in the fourth quarter.

“Derck is a class young man
and a great back,” Mach said.
“Rice has a very good defense,
and Derek did a great job of
breaking tackles and getting

Rick Coratti did a great job of
mixing up our defensive calls
and taking them out of their
thythm,” Mach said, “They've
got a great quarterback on thelr
team, and they've scored a lot
of points this season, But Fm
very proud of the way wie exe-
cuted the things we bad to do
defensively)”

Brother Rice coach Al
Fracassa said he was happy
with his team’s effort, but knew
its five turnovers were too
much to overcome against the
defending Division 1 state
champions,

*We got down 14-0, but we
didn't quit and came back
against them,” Fracassa said.
*“We played hatd, and had
opportunities to score, but we
Jjust couldn’t finish a couple
down here”

CC's defense intercepted Rice
QB Doug Pickens threc times

‘  Weekend|

. Friday, September 27th
vs.

Bartie Colts at 7:30 p.m.
Family VValue Night
—

Saturday, September 28th

Vs,

Guelph Storm

Family Vlne Niobt

This

Family Value Nightaavonco purchoses only):
4 tickets, 4 Hot Dogs,
4 Pepsi's and 2 game
programs for only *39!

Individual Tickets just
$9 and 812

Call (734) 453-8400
to charge tickets by phone

big runs. He's a very humble
and hungey kid.”

“Brooks is a slippery back,”
Fracassn added. “We had a
tough time containing him.”

‘Twvo of Brooks’ runs took up
108 yards in the game, the first
leading to a touchdown, the
second the game-winning
score. On the second long run,
a 52-yard scampert, he shook off
three tacklers near the line of
scrimmage, made two sideways
cuts and outran the defense to
give CCa 21-7 lead with 10:55

.left in the game,

His 56-yard run in the first
quarter led to the first scoring
of the game. On one play, he
toak the Shamrocks from their
own 14-yard line to the Brother
Rice 30, Seven plays later, CC
QB Dave Thomas lofted a scar-
ing strike to junior WR Alex
Wajclk to give the Shamrocks a
7-0 lead.
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Rice junior Jeff Sander inter-
cepted a pass while laying on
his back on Catholic Central'’s
next drive, giving the Warriors
a golden opportunity to tie the
game. But CC's Randell Means
answered with an interception
in the end zone to kill Rice’s

scoring chance of the first
half. Mcans played the pass
perfectly, getting in front of the
receiver to make a leaping pick.

‘The Shamrocks scored a key
touchdown in the waning
moments of the first half, driv-
ing 57 yards in just 34 second
to go up 14-0 at halftime.
‘Thomas completed three
straight passes on the drive
before finding junior TE Kyle
Smith down the right sidelines
for a 29-yard touchdown pass,

‘The Warriors got on the
scoreboard with 16 seconds left
in the third quarter when
Pickens hit senior Anthony
Jackson from five yards out,
cutting CC's lead in half,

After Brooks' spectacular 52+
yard TD tun, Rice responded
with a 76-yard drive that stalled
on the Shamrock 16-yard line.
Pickens caught o double-
reverse pass from schlot WR
Brian Mahler, and was tackled
hard out of bounds, knocking
aover the Brother Rice bench,
CC was flagged for two latc hit
penaltics in the ensuing tussle
on the field, but the Warriors
were unablc to take ndvantage.

Rice’s Jason Horton plowed

Jim Toth Marty Budner
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€C runnlag back Derek Brooks (23) gets around a block made by Greg -
Arrowsmith (78) In Saturday’s game against Birmingham Brother Rice. Senfor 14
Al Gloutsos (47) dives to make the tackle despite losing hls helmet. Brooks ran s

for 199 yards as the Shamrocks won a hard-fought batife, 2114,

through the CC defense for u 2-
yard touchdown with four min-
utes left in the game to make it
a 21-14 score, but the
Shamrocks went to their
always-reliable running game
to run out the clock. Brooks
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Hawks take fifth -
at Seaholm Invite .

Chiris Fitzgerald took medal-
ist honors, but Farminngton |
Hills Harrison could enly H
muster a ith-place finishat
the Birmingham olm 1
Invitational on Saturday at .
‘Twin Beach Country Club, I

)
H
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Fitzgernld's 72 tied him with
Birmingham Groves' Dan
Gordon for top honors at the
meet, David Koch added 2 77
for the Hawks, while Eddie
Bellamy had an 86 and Matt
Kjolhede had 0 93,

Novi won the meet with 309, .
while Groves had 309, Catholi
Central shot 310, West
Bloomfield had 327, Harrison
had 328 and Birmingham
Seaholm had

Booth chipped in with a 36 to

lead Birmingham Groves toa

148-160 victory over Harrison.
Dan Gordon's 37 and Pete

the winning total for the *
Filcons, who impraved to 2-1in
OAA Division I action and 5.2
ovenail. :




