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The story that's behind

November's

On the surface, Pmpocu] 4~-2a1,400-word
constitutional amendment that will be on the
statewide November ballot - makes no sense,

If passed, it would rcdlrect 90 percent of the
$325 mIIIIcm Michigan receives annually from
the national tobneeo sckl!emcm to hospitals,
nursing homes, and

Proposal 4

reasonable position, and it's one the proponents

Jont ‘Truth is, I've never found
| Hubred much common ground with

of Proposal 4 will allege is their sole
A.s to lhc grccd). consider this huwry
ave been for
years —juslly. so far as I can tell — that they
are gctting screwed on below-cost Medicaid

I:rc.-.crlpmn drug programs fnr scniors. The
josers would include the 45,000 high school
students cach year who get

Barlier this year, the legisla-
ture passed a bill that would have hiked the
Medicald money Michigan gets from the feds so

$2,500 callege scholarshij ichil i ini
K" ':k':"” ol scholarships Wichigan hospitals have been complaining
ward pro; and the Life i
Stonn g nd the Life for years ... that they are getting screwed
Dot o soJume-start the g befow-cost Medicald reimbursements.
A I passed, the amendment |

— to be labeled Proposal 02-4

Phil gu the baalllnl - v:]ould utterly

Power oypass the nermal appropria-  as to give state hospitals an extra §167 million.

| (iohs process by which public  Legisiative leaders thought they had mode
funds arc expended In good faith effort to ball out the hospitals, but

Michigan and lock into the C arigid the Michigan Hospital Associ wanted

formula that would allocate the money to the
various beneficiarics. In response, Roger

n, & spokesman for Citizens for a Healthy
Michigan, the group fushlng the proposal,
argued on public TV last week that “you can't
always trust politicians® to make good deci-
sions, That’s no doubt true, but it's o whole lot
casler to undo bad

more and enlisted a bunch of other medical
organizations to help launch the petition drive
to get Proposal 4 on the ballot.

I'm told that things came to a head in June
on Mackinac Island, when Gov, Engler and
Budget Director Don Gilmer met with Spencer
John.son the head ol'!hc Mlchigun Hospital

than it I8 to remave a mistake written into the
Constitution itself.

If passed, the money allocated under
Proposal 4 would go mostly to private outfits
that operate free from legislative or medin over-
sight. Spending tobacco settlement money on
health programs might be OK, but I think let-
ting nonpublic groups spend public money free
from public scrutiny goes way too far,

1f passed, Proposal 4 would even give around

$3 million n year to something called the
Healthy Michigan Foundation, which didn't
even exist when the proposal was originally
drafted!

Even with all these surface defects, the folks
behind Proposal 4 paid a firm to get 476,000
signatures to put the measure on the ballot. At
between $2-83 for each signature, that comes
to nearly $1.5 million, And I understand they've
budgeted several millions more in TV advertis-
ing before the Nov, 5 clection day. That's big
money.

How come? Two reasons mainly, a compound
of the good and the greedy,

For the good, consider the thought that
tobacco scttlement moncy properly ought to be
spent getting people to quit smoking or per-
suading kids not to start or curing folks who get
smoking-related illnesses. That's a perfectly

d it, Engler and
Gilmer went back to Lansing under the impres-
sion that Johinson had agreed he was not going
to file the signatures as long as hospitals were
golng to get their extra $157 million. But
Johinson and others pressured the hospital
sﬁocin\ion board to file, which eventually it

Feeling (mildly put) double crossed, Engler
promptly vetoed the $157 million Medicaid bill,
And the state wound up in (failed) litigation
trying to stop Proposal 4 from ever getting on
the ballot. And now you can confidently expect
a blizzard of harmless-sounding TV ads advo-
cating Proposal 4 as good public policy.

Opponents arc led by former Attorney
General Frank J. Kelley, who was an original
filer of the suit against the tobacco companies
and calls Proposal 4 an attempt to “steal from
the state treusury,” and state Sen. Joe Schwarz,
himsclfa physician who sayx it “makes o traves-
ty out of our state constitution.”

As far as I'm concerned, Proposal 4 makes
even less sense under examination than it
makes on the surfuce.

Phil Power is the Chairman of the Soard of the compa-
ny that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get
your reactions to this column either at {734) 953-2206 or
1 ppowes@homecomnenet.
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Remember how America
recovered after 9/11

by promising to give at least one hour every
week to a community organization. Sure, it's
easy! to wn!c acheck, and lh!l!l na quuﬁnn

Any

He's a Republican. I'm not.

He's conservative. I'm not.

He believes he can beat incumbent U.S,
Senator Carl Levin. I...well, you get the idea.

But ot the Farmington Area Jaycees’ 9/11 can-
dle-light vigil, Rocky said something that hit
home with me,

While everyone else talked about k

causes need
More importantly, hawever, loul gmnps need |

... local groups need men and women wﬂrnq
to give something of themselves,

ing the terrorist attacks and loss of life on Sept.
11, 2001, he suggested we all remember Sept. 12.

‘That day began America's long journey back,
as people poured into American Red Cross
donation centers and dropped their hard-
carned money into envelopes and collection
boxes.

Sept. 12, 200, marked the beginning ofa
spiritual awakening as men, women and chil-
dren by the thousands flocked to houses of wor-
ship, reaffirming their faith in their Higher
gy ! th hey did th

As e rose that morning, o id s0 wi
the btl:::fn of sorrowand a m%\se 3 ‘determina-
tion. Our hearts were heavy; our eyes glistened
with tears. Still, so many emergency scrvices
workers flocked to New York City to help that
some were turned away,

Not millions but billions of dollars were
donated toward rescue efforts and to provide
survivors with some measure of comfort,

If Sept. 11 marked the death of innocence,
Sept. 12 commermorates the re-birth of hope.

If S=pt. 13 showed us the depths to which
humanity can sink, the darkest, coldest heart of
mankind, the angels of Sept. 12 it the sky with
a radiant goodness and the warmth of compas-
sion.

Rocky urged us all to carry that spirit forward

men and women willing to give something of
themselves.

Countless civie organizations in our commu-
nities would be delighted to accept your helping
hand. The Jayeees, for instance, couldn't have
staged such a moving and meaningful event
without many local folks who were willing to
share thelr time and talents.

The shortage of volunteers has always exist-
ed, even before the disasters that befell onr
nation and set us on the path to war, The scope
of the tragedy on 9/11 only made that need
more visible.

Last fall, we all had a compelling reasonto ¢
give. We Aoughl an outlet for our grief and rage.
In the face of abject fear, we found comfort and
reassurance in a common cause and
strength that comes in numbers.

Now that the smoke has cleared, it's a little
more difficult to sce why it's important to give
of ourselves, And so the spirit of Sept. 12 lies
not in discovering charity in our hearts, but in
remembering it.

Jonl Hubred is editor of the Farmington Observet, She
welcomes your comments at 33411 Grand River,
Farmington, MI 48335; by phone, {248) 477-5450; by FAX
(248) 477-9722: o Email, jhubred@oe homecommunet

Prop A ain't broke

1 read the front page article by Joni Hubred
in the 9/12 issue of the Observer, titled, House
candidates diverge on issues. It was about &
debate recently between Valerie Knol and Aldo
Vagnozzi on issues, one of them being Proposal
A, whk:h Knol favors and Vagnozzi docs not.

to the story, Mr. Vagnozzi said he |

doesnit believe Proposal A has done much to

LETTERS '

Vagnozzi, and those of us who are not rich,
understand and know the value of Proposal A.
‘which has kept our property taxes affordable by
limiting annunl increases to five percent maxi-
mum or the Consumer Price Index, whichever
is lower. Proposal A has been in cffect since
March 15, 1994.
The old Adnge holds true, "If it ain't broke,
don't ﬁx it” This is going to cost you my vote in
Mr. 1 dyou in the |

reduce taxes in Farmington/Farmington Hills.

I'm sorry Mr, Vagnozzi, but you're dead
wrong on that issue, And I'm surprised to hear
you said that. All homeownters in Farmington
and Farmington Hills are not rich, Mr.

August primary but youcan kiss my support
goodbye now.

Kenneth Kemp
Farmington Hitls *
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Michigan’s
Largest
Seller of
Custom

European Tables

in Birmingham

FALL CLEARANCE

ALL THE BEAUTY & GLAMOUR
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: ENTIRE $1,000,000 SELECTION on S.ALE!

Hand-crafted and finished European dining rooms,
desks, bookcases, TV amoires, entertainment centers
dining tables, kitchen Islands, office furniture, wall-
art, mirrors, lamps, accessories, and much more!
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