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 Powwows

The Exhidit Museum of
Natura! History at the
University of Michigan wilt
show an hour-long video at 3
pm, Satuzday, Oct. 5 catled
Into the Circle: An
Introduction to Nalive
Amerfcan Powwows.
Admisslon s free. The video is
acolarfut and informative
quide on how to best enjoy
attending a powwow and it
includes interviews with tribal
elders, dancers and singers
will help viewers Xnow what to
look and listen for. It runsin
conjunction with the
Museun's exhibit, Jitngtamok:
Exploring the Powwow
Highway. The museum s
located at 1109 Geddes, Ann
Arbar. (734 764-0478.

B At Wayne State

Eddie Colllns {fett) and
Michael Anthony perform a
scene from the Hilbesry 3
Theater's production of The
Good Dogtor, Reil Simon's
comic tribute to Anton
Chec khw,*
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CORRESPONDENE

The release of Black Pdwder, White Smoke marks
the 50th nove) written' by‘bcs t-selling author Loren
D, Estleman. ST

*I enjoy the process of creativity, of making stufl
up, and get paid doing it. It's more fun to draw from
fantasy and write from your imagination,” says
Estleman, 50, who works out of his 120-acre home
in Whitmore Lake, a city where he has been a life-
long resident. He lives with his wife, fellow writer
Deborah Morgan, whom he met at a Western
Writers of America Convention in Wyoming more
than a decade ago.

“I'm one of those lucky people who gets paid ta do
what he loves to do.*

The author says he's been writing since he could
hold a pencil, something he claims to have been
born with,

*“Must've been a painful birth” he quips.

Estleman — wha does all of his work on a manual
typewriter because he hates computers with a pas-
sion - has been a professional author for nearly 27
years, switching back and forth from the mystery
genre to the western genre.

Binck Powder, White Smoke is his 18th western
navel.

1t is the story of Honey Boutrille, o freed slave
turned gunfighter in New Orleans, who runsa
brothel, Honey Is forced to kill a white customer
after he savagely
wmanhandles one of
his gitls, forcing him
togoontherun. In
San Frlancisco, white

Mlchlgan mYST,er'y, western
T.publishes 50th book

Buffalo Bill Cady’s, and arranges a face-off between
the Honey and Twice.

“There’s very different views of the same book, giv-  Chi

ing readers an altemnate view of the west,”
Estleman says. “When writing histor-
{cal fiction, the time and place
doesn’t exist any longer and you
have to research it. It’s difficult
to pin down the way people
spoke; you don't want to use
contemporary language for
obvious reasons, Its subtle
things like that that are
harder to pin down.”

FAVORITE CHARACTERS

Six of Estleman’s western
novels feature one of his
popular charucters, Page
Murdock, a deputy U.S,
Marshail whom the author
describes s a cowboy taming
the wild frontier for Harlan A,
Blackthorne, a federal judge,
who lives by the law while
Murdock has lives by the gun.
The two have what Estleman
calls a love/hate relationship.

“Page Murdock is o lawless
Iawman. He's a killer, but not
an evil killer. He makes up his
own rules — his own law — ps
he goes along,” Estleman
explains.

Estleman, who recently com-
pleted a two-ycear term as the

Emerson ak.a.
‘Twice Emerson, a
Union Army desert-
er tumed
Confederate guerilla,
goces on the lam after
killing a Chinese
man.
jwip the middleof |
a)ithis is failed nov-
elist Emest Torbert,

The play opens friday Ot 4
and runs In rotating repestory
through Dec. 7. Cali Wayne v
State University Thealre box
office tor show times and tick-
et prices at (313) 577-2972.

B Silver screen

Catch Spencer Tracy and
Kathering Hepbum In Pat and
Mikeat1 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 1
at Showcase Cinemas Pontiac
612, 2400 5, Telegraph,
Bloomlield Hills. Admission is
$. (248) 334-6771.

H Acoustic concert

See Al Petteway and Amy
White in concert Saturday,
Oct. 5 2t the Acoustic Avenue
Colfee House in the First
United Methodist Church,
22331 Woodward Avenus, just
soulh of Nine Mile in Ferndale.
Doors open at 7 p.m. concert
starts at 8 pm. Admission is
$15.$10 for senlor citizens and
students. The Michigan
Fingerstyle Guilar Saciety
sponsors the show, (248) 646+
4030.

¥ Film Theatre _

who wants to raise
the legends of the
two gunfighters toa
status rivaling

president of the Western

Writers of America, is an

authority on the American West

and criminal history. During

his long carcer, he has received

15 national writing awards, and

has been nominated for the

Pulitzer Prize, the National Book

Award, the Mystery Writersof 1o

America Edgar Allan Poe Award, and *

England's Silver Dagger Award. - - v
‘This past April, Estleman se.ved as the spring

commencement speaker and received an honorary

doctorate from Eastern Michigan University

(EMUY), sométhing he calls “one of the greatest

thrills of my life” He earmned his bachelor’s degree in

Jjournalism nnd English literature at EMU in 1974,

*“I only went into journalism to learn my trade

and sharpen my skills. 1was o good writer but
not a particularly good reporter. There arc jour-
nalists who become lists. ‘Thereare 1i

Amos Walker, a eynical and hard-boiled private
investigator cut from the same cloth as Raymond
dler's Philip Marl He deseribes Walkerasa
quintessential American hero who lives by
his own code.
Estleman's latest mystery
novel, featuring Walker in his
15th adventure, Sinister
Heights, was released car-
Her this year, The plot
. centers around the
Detroit automotive
industry where n
prominent auto exec-
utive’s young widow
hires Walker to find
herlate husband's
illegitimate chil-

ren.

Also released
this year was
Something
Borrowed,
Something
. Blnck, his first
novel featur-
ing profes-
sional hitman
Peter Macklin
since 1986,
The author
describes
Macklin as nn
experiment,

“The reason
I created
Macklin is
that [ am fasci-

nated with the

kind of n

killer-for-

hire. Most

fiction makes.

killers psy-
chopaths, Macklin
L is not, He is a character
R who makes his carcer out
of killing people, yet he hins

a wife and family but deesn't talk about what he
does; he has no confidants. Macklin is an amoral
character and it’s a challenge not to make him sym-
pathetic but make him interesting cnough so people
can care about him,” Estleman says.

“Amos Walker is my foundation and backbone.
He allows me to experiment with athier characters,
such as Peter Macklin, I can always get back to him
because I've got a ready and waiting audienee,” he

who become journalists to pay the bills. Iwasin
the Intter category,” says Estleman, who has
worked the police beat at The Detroit News, the
Ann Arbor News, the Ypsilanti Press, and the
Dexter Leader.
“I am as good a writer I think I am because of

the cditing. There arc times when 1 say, ‘How
dare they cdit me!’ and then say, '‘Damn it, they’re
right” I belicve talent is something you are born
with and skill is something you acquire over time.”

MYSTERY NOVELS

‘The versatile author is just at home writing
mysteries as he is Westerns. Drawing upon his
time on the police beat and his rich knowledge of
Detroit, he created his most famous character,

Estleman’s books have been translated into 23
languages and have received rave reviews from erit-
ics and fellow authors alike.

He has received acclaim from Elmore “Dutch”
Leonard, a New York Times Best-Selling author who
lives in Bloomfield Hills,

And he has received plenty of fan mail from his
readers, including the lnte Mel Tormé, a popular jozz
singer from the 1940s and 1950s.

“Receiving a letter from my readers thanking me
for my means the world to me;” he says. “I've
connccted with them. It gets me through those
rough spats when writing a novel and I'm question-
ing why I do what [ do. That's the best thing about
writing” \

Visit Estleman on his Web site, www.lorenestle-
man.com,
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