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Reese Witherspoon plays Melanle, a rlsing star on New York's fashlon designer scene In the new movle Sweet Home

Hammy diaglogue, sitcdm :
sour in Sweet Home Alabama

Although she's become
America's sweetheart - and
she is undeniably cute and
charming - Witherspoon is
actually stronger here when
she's asked to be ugly.

Tiffany's and letting her pick
whichever ring her pretty little
heart desired.

But before she can marry
him, she must go back home to
Alabama and divorce her red-
neck husband, Jake (Josh
Lucas), whom she abandoned
for the big city seven years ago.

In New York, Melanie has
presented herselfas a
Southern debutante who was
raised on a plantation, When
she returns to Pigeon Creek,
Ala, we learn the truth: She
grew up in o doublewide trail-
er, the child of blue-collar par-~
ents Earl and Pear] (Fred
‘Ward and Mary Kay Place).

Director Andy Tennant
(Anna and the King) never
misses an opportunity to
depict the folks in Melanie's
hometown as quaint, small-
town hicks — which automati-
catly makes them better than
the peaple in New York,
because Sweet Home Alabama
is one of those movies, like
Doc Hollywood, in which
small town equals good and
big city equals bad.

This {3 best exemplified by
Andrew's mother, Kate
(Candice Bergen), the politi-
cally ambitious New York
mayor, though it's practically
the same role as the conniving
pageant director she played in

Miss Congeniality.

Kate never approved of
Melnnie as a match for her
son, who was clearly modeled
after JFK Jr.,, down to the
thick wavy hair and classie,
understated wardrobe.
{Dempsey, not surprisingly,
played a young John F.
Kennedy Sr. in 2 1993 minis-
crics) But ever the Demoerat,
she insists upon learning of
Melanie's past:

“There's nothing wrong with |
poor people. I get elected by
poor peaple.” K

For some reason, Jake has
refused to sign the divorce
papers — though why he
wants to hang onto the mar-
ringe is the biggest mystery of —
C. Jay Cox's porous script, And
that's a problem, since it's the
movic's premise.

The paperwork snag keeps
Melanice in town longer than
she anticipated, and — guess
what? — she gets her twang
back, Jearns to appreciate the
catfish festival, and finds that
maybe she still has a soft spot
for that beer-drinking lug after

all,

Melanie and Jake have a
couple of convincing fights,
and a scene in which shegets
drunk and tells off her ol:f
friends in a honky-tonk is
believable, (Another in which
she visits the grave of her dead
dog, Bear, and apologizes for
being absent in his final
will tug at the hearts of dog
people in the audience; I
admit, it got to me.)

But the changes of heart
happen too quickly and things
wrap up far too neatly for any
of those real momenta to mat-

« ter.

Sweet Home Alabamas, a
Touchstone Pictures release, Is
rated PG-13 for somne language
and sexual references.
Running time: 109 minutes.
‘Two stars out of four,

Rings preview to debut on AOL

Elijah Wood, Sean Astin, Jan
McKellen, Cate Blanchett and
the rest of the cast from The
Lord of the Rings: The
Fellowship of the Ring, {s due
in theaters Dec. 18,

‘The trailer will start appear-
ing in North American thenaters

on Oct, 4 and will go worldwide

throughout the month.
‘When the trailer for last
year's The Fellowship of the

Ringwent online in April
2000, it was downl, an
estimated 1.7 million times in
the first 24 hours. The film was
nominated for 13 Academy
Awards, and won four.

The third film, The Lord of
the Rings: The Return of the
King, is scheduled to come out
in December 2003, All three
movies were shot simultane-
ously.

Premier dining guide now rating movies

hannt el

LG Observer & Eccentslc | Sunday, September 29,2002
(. > OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC A
L
\1 w/
s NOTHRfOuR FATHERS PG13) !
ooty | 5 A4 lyrgrs | 218 18635 W w o7y
Gnts T gk 1"%’* (9031566,
vate Jeuton RS, ils,%u m'f'“&"g;’; 2 | i
wn&ﬂ?ﬁm H,jﬁo’ m""g?n HO105 ii‘ow' M %“% 4IIW%
DTN 4 1wl aod xrers, |
Crtnos o b s o L L tted i
T N Mm‘mmn; Ky e Crrmand e e PR RN
el Wr BTk Wioome ll%n'si%ﬂi%x e mnedene, e onow
O AT W X
s | pomfresn | GGMEID | SmTSeDE | RS0
MW& R0 & STITGH wmm R T o TR 5
Twerha 140130, 41 1285,305,530, 1101030 ¢
g Uiy e A A
0.5 115,485, 630,935 120,340, 690,505 TR ot

Wi | e | WD | CESC o,

Pt o 1, 145,145,835 %, o &ﬁ“ﬂ‘ﬂ%” o &%ﬁ,m
e ey Rt A0 Snodsh,

4 9:}:'103& oﬂg‘lgaﬁmﬂm’un tﬁ: Im“l'lo. Y SI0wOK K M It g
i | | WRPRGTO | wtiasbois
1:|g.ts, SBI00 | oot e tt g nuum'fc‘lsmm

wiiifiha SRR o [REGEN | o

it

MONTHAS E20 130945 SusanblerenDityrl vou. L] tapiRIN

YT G A el ¢ | RIS S

10 o ol Wl

80148128 630,70 LS T 5

935 NON-THRS 100,746, o RS

SO 0IN 0 | R Yo l.ns,ssg_mgjlom,a- fur

s | iR i, OIS LM TN
| otons | ALITKSLUSYSTEN®) | py 0O 145,200,425, | Olsmimeeshlonim
03058, \HIOTL DD WSAN.1401005 | 71955 RELTARS 115, XD
—_— HQUED. ONY Or TRAPPED 100,425 935 WID. 11:45,
UL, 210,435,70 9&0 2026 83 14
Showaae Pntlg SWOEKN (KT
108 Teeggnistrasard W | LEEREE | s i PRSI
’%‘4" wmrgs! TEnmnY 0 A
wum 40 415, ]
i 150,100 330,420, Ly
Gt | sararsiond | M o mwrxmfmlw w0
SRR | e | Ramne 9D, 1193, 340 e
RALLIT- K g, KX K1) NN BAGE 2 (K13
BT ! DS} " )
" (lumuvu Lasaita muu.;o,m,m "w";‘xajfi% f)” - m{'g‘g) BY CHRISTY LEMIRE
1208 2013, M HURAT WORTHIRS 200,680 | gy w0, 115 SSOMOR. | arr Livamwe e AP ENTERTAIRMENT WRITER
180,430, 710,9: o ¥ m

543 MOVTHES 320,13, n e o B IMAS 1, 1000: AT )

wmmr‘amn 13) 123,100,510, 120,930 INESH0N (K IAII'[!O:", ) & Sweet Home Alabama is so

9N, £:10, 40, 659 839 140,610 RT3, 400, 30 wildly uneven, it should have

MONTHASA®ESI90 1§ g HOLTHAS 190 101600 pumeiswmry | been called Sweet and Sour

A i) | i RALDOTCN T Home Alabama.

L1043, 74 990 .5 RAL1S0, 100,500 135940 WAThatres lome Alabam: )
VONJHASE30720,$0 mmm’w MORTLAIRS 540, 13,540 MR Seighton Towne Keart THETVIEDO (613 For every moment that rings
THE (M3} ml'lﬁl‘%!‘?‘llm o Cioemg 1§ .uwmmgc {yg‘;] true, there are 10 qthcrs that

(4 'm‘“;"aﬁmﬁ‘g”' m%%ﬁ?ﬁa’%m ot mmw P — s\l:;ng in a broad, sitcommy
4. o 3
aarEsam VTR UAIC COM ﬂl‘:&l‘n’iz?hjim Ll For every scene that allows
I'm’éﬁﬁ)‘o Bt il mmq] the reliable supporting actors
; ‘;xsxo&s]o”m Ak Wil Tty to sprln{; iu: lg;.', there are oth-
AT <rs in which theyre
L] g ot i to serving as two-dimensional
won g | oy | e | S | ORATER | e
PASHONTAES 40 MR R ToNG muﬁ'—ﬁ-m e ' = mﬁi’xg lfnal:n;ﬁryke‘ixszc the emi-
1203 ™ sn;ﬂ'ur&rm ”'&“' "; S%“g}‘q‘fgw . Witherspoon overcomes the
st | o ame UIumin, . | oceiaris | sappy dialogue and pre-
1111 m,[ﬂo)s 700,320 Tkl dictable twists, far more often
NRAVAD 205,128 210,315 435,530, | I KANFATHER) (K13 she gets mired in mediocrity.
% Wee sl 2014854, foi W(‘NWI(‘?WN AGYENTURES OF PLUTO XASH Witherspoon proved last
el diat s Ay Hoby rear in Legally Blonde that she
vy b 0 30 v e | "Heaimn iﬁﬁd‘ﬂkfpu{mlinllyCr;gsz-e
(o kﬁg:\, m‘“’"‘ﬂlﬂm(wﬁ 1HER58 7-‘30.95’ m,mm J worthy dialogue and make it
o o O B o s el RPN ey e tolerable.
st | U | A" | i | wigilehn | o s nohope for
gum, |eSeiS | SERG, | SERRY | R, | e
130, 405, ; 4 AW your heart & long time
nmmﬁuns‘ens%m DN KO TP 123024, mfav”% LS80 11 -)m mm%mm ng\? {r’\d finding your sgoul mate

S8 w.’mm K TVIEDD (X15) 235,71 T40{3004500)540,310 Wﬂummmlﬂ at age 10, B

TOVTHRS S35, 70,1050 | 120215445, 7169:45 cumTEn e Sk i) 1150, 238 818 236,10 Although she's become

mwm(t%nnm o nvwm:x'réﬁ, 10 [ 1:45,(440, € 5001748100 gy America's swecthoart — and

40,725, 10 he is undeniably cute and

140 4004 130, 230,500,745 1035 1218, 540,63 150(045 0150)1:2098) HYADOD it e
sun‘s?o‘_l'fe_n?véeol 10 TREMMER RTINS "3 m!&mm OTHRE | o 1200, 240, charming ~ Witherspoon is

490 430,845, J218, 245, 515 130.1 100,218 48790340 lanmm mg)m] actually stronger here when

715815548 KA nuu:mvm;m;! 10,320, BWRBWIN, | 1202003678010 |  she's asked to be ugly.
S 115,129, 520728 uiitavinnm | ek | o asanes [HIHHO She may have been annoying
o ol A el P PR
J | 20, 1:45, 4:30.7:03, 9. il i

nmmmgﬁm 300,03 Im,LID,lIﬂ,I.Iﬂ.ngn 1:»%?5‘ 720,948 mmnsmx) thez\mnwlncmbill;y

SAL148,33,530 745 oanonD N 115 115,723, 1026' underneath,

ISMONRES S0k, | IR Fipih Tty s iy ;

1065 HAVARD (K1) | Aus ol oo e (S:mlsgiu 1000 | 11:85,225, 500,236,838 Here, as up-and-coming
wmm% 1025 or:E Lo STUART ITLE 1 (%) New York fashion designer
mua,é‘w,s.w‘ 0, o .W“s"’l& 119,315 143,220 50,490, 1040 Mclanie Carmichael, she's just

T 540, 2.50,935 ’nﬁuﬁ;n 95138420 128 530 flat-out selfish and materinlis-

STEALIVG RAYARD (PG 1245 §30.10:48 " SO 3 tie.

’;0‘%_74“ WY DG AT CATEX WIOOMG bl ‘"Tm s‘#ﬁﬁ‘m’ulm) s Melanie huhjust staged her
it B 3 Dowrtowr bem SEcomer b K wilaens ate M. Hyy irst runway show to rave
it 1R 018 it T bt p""‘&hﬂ&‘é&% reviews, and gotten engaged to
IRISEULY  reanbietiolon PN 110, 130,445, 78, 10: one of the city'’s biggest catch-
[ ¥ Dean b ey Fu b B ed by wﬁ\}nﬁoﬂﬂ es, Andrew Hennings (Patrick
StarTheatres ittt et T TUUT Bttty Dempsey), wh::‘ surprised her
e bet Pesers oD LD | 4 sml)u o5 JWOSAY DRI FIOAY by proposing after hours at
Now i AT, ¥ AND 5L
W D ks igrenet &-mgﬂm m“sw%ﬁls lm koA
W oy | MO | 000008 X
xmla““ e T T » i)
wamimmen [ eARAEE o |aimes e NEW YORK (AP) _ The
NP HOME SWEET ALLBAMA LI iyl 14045000 §500)7.30 9. TR SNSRE AT %1 trafler for The Lord of the
5",‘ Wr&:s.wmu\; T m!““’ m}‘]s 100,14,530.015 i Rings: The Two Towers will

WHUNICININ | geonrimmicamd WS m O EIER™ | urwmimis ik premiere on America Online on

630558 E01K, SPL 10,1245 200164560, | 1.0 CI00 1ebadngto- | LASIAS S48T48 95 Monday,

e 00 Sty ook o JATIOEXE) o - L uuuAgcm St n?' t12:01 f

RN i, | Melbed Sulteme | MMM | geisesmanen | JRIBNINE e
120140, L0230, | ceekiadia Gabest (1158 318 216,330 438, o AST AT TEFANTS can downlond images for the

B A R IO icores e ’:"’mw‘,ﬁ#!:'”‘ 1500018 Lt second ﬁl'i‘ in l*}c adaptation of
T | beBaugteiapd, | ¥ WX (K1 T 3 3TE J.R.R, Tolkicn's fantasy crilogy.

wpwncisn | onh e 1015935 i HEaeBIT o R A day later, the trailer will

1300, 110,250, 343,430, I "'W“‘WWWJQC) 130,(6300 3001410, 1000 108, 413, 1 appear on the movie's Web site.

530,700410920, 1033 Jumgmd st toad 115,140,410, m‘:&nmmkm WY B TR WEDOM ‘The film, which reunites

oreuasn® (SR oy | nuimaenseon | IO, 00310
Rl 'ﬁ.:“-b'“ i amiTneih A
wntom Jomhidaasi b | TSR DO 011 bl

64585 B15(450.83500) 120 90

e el hing D010 | eI

.‘m,gom,‘m,mio nmmﬂm | enneibarnse NEW YORK (AP) - The Godfather — not
ms,i.wls,m; e ¥, lﬁm;gg 615, Vit Mhsterard Acepted Citizen Kanc — 18 the greatest movie of all

;qnmmmvmsml) P THE TULIDO (61) —_— . time, according to a new Zagat survey,
1030, 125, 335, 535, 1210200, 230,420, §) X The Zagat Movie Guide, which comes out

W MS.WDSM“I mm W S this week, is a collection of the top 1,000
ogrmyiAtt el Y A Nhanelive “W ;novic!. ns rated and reviewed by 5,338 movie
o KBTI Eek3 N Py - ans.

A f > 7\ wnasew (37 \ !"!h Casablanca is No. 2 on the list, followed by
aMPEEG | e bnmen, |- SRR | Star Wars, Gone With the Wind and The
SHIFAK (R 8 THE LA S ~ P T Shawshank Redemption. Citizen Kane, which

185,235, 4. c& m?, 915 (b} |;m,m,uum / lm critics and historians often proclaim as

o cat DAL PTL WS /‘9“\\ ITITRCTORA TR the best movic ever, come in cighth.

25,0: 40,1094 RS e 9
mm’li[n} 1220, 24, 300,70/ m_a ng‘“zﬁmm %\,\/\\ The book follows the same format as Zagat's
1205225 L] 2 W . .

T -

guidestor pping and
with ratings broken down In terms of acting,
story, production and overall quality.

“The most popular entertainment is still
dinner and a movie — now we can finally say
we have both activities covered,” sald Tim
Zagat, the chief exccutive officer and co-chair-
man of the Zagat Survey,

Lawrence of Arabia was voted the best
actlon film, Psychois the best horror flick,
High Noon is the favorite Western and The
Wizard of Ozis the top musical, :
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