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ST. DUNSTAN'S THEATRE GUILD
OF CRANBROOK

Director Jamie Richards
bills The Rocky Horror Show
as “a blg, fun, campy, rock
musical, a takeoff on & bad sci-
cnce fiction movie or onc of

the scream queen movies with
a sick twisted edge.” The pro-
duction opens the season for
St. Dunstan’s Theatre Guild of
Cranbrook Oct. 11.

Richard O’Brien’s book cen-
ters around a typical 1950s
couple who are about to marry
when they get o flat tire and
end up in castle inhinbited by
the transvestiie Frank'N'Furter
and his two servants, In the
end Brad (p! 'ycd by Scott
Macdonald of Berkley) and
Janet (Nicki Stacey, Troy) find
out they’re all aliens from the
planet of Transylvania,

“When it was in London in
the mid 1970s it was a hit," said
Richards of Birmingham,
“They brought it to Broadway
and it flopped and then they
made a movie and it flopped.
They re-released it at a mid-
night show and people started
coming, dressing up, throwing
things like rice during the wed-
ding and it became a cult hit.
1t was revived on Broadway for
the 25th anni ryand it

formance bencfiting AIDS
Partncrship Michigan,

“For me personally directing
the show has been a sick kind
of fun. The actors have done
nothing like this. My job is
releasing their inhibitions so
they can put on corsets, fish
net stockings, and high heels,
The show definitely has o punk
rock feel with the costumes
and makeup.”

FARMINGTON PLAYERS

The Solid Gold Cadillac, a
comedy written in the 1950s, is
very timely necording to
Cynthin Tupper who's co-pro-
ducing the Farmington Plu)cts
show with Paula Myers in their
temporary theater at Barnes &
Noble in West Bloomficld. On
Jan, 25, the acting troupe cele-
brates the opening of their new
barn theater on 12 Mile west of
Orchard Lake Road.

‘The Farmington Players
have planned a season of
Iaughs to christen their move
to the statc-of-the-art theater,
Even a fundraiser with Bob
Sheets incorporates comedy
into a series of magic tricks
sure to entertain adults as well
as children. The show takes
place 7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 3, at
Barnes & Nable. Tickets are
$20, 510 children. Call (248)
219-0800,

But first the Farmington
Plu) ers open the Howard
and George S.

was a big hit when they added
throwing things like in the
movie, It brought theater and
movics together in a way that
hasn't been done before.”

While Richards invites the
audience to join in on the fun
by throwing confetti or toilet
paper.(don’t throw the entire
roll for safety’s sake), there will
be no food, rice or toast
allowed in the theater. For
novices who've never experi-
enced Rocky Horror before a
$10 kit will be avnilable at the
door.

*The challenge for me has
been overcoming some of the
worries the older miembers of
St. Dunstan’s have about the
production. There are adult
situations in the show,” said
Richards, “But overall there's

‘been so much excitement and
‘buzz in the community over
.our doing this. Businesses have
“stepped up. Antonio Salon of
Birmingham s sponsoring the
show including an Oct. 30 per-
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Kaufman cnmedydxrcclcd by
Hank Bennett Friday, Oct. 4.
*“The Solid Gold Cadillac
gocs with cvcrythmg that's
going on in the business world
with corporate greed,” said

St. Dunstan's Theatre Guild of Cranbrook puts on Fhe Rocky Horror Show, the campy, rock muslcal opening Oct. W in

Bloomfield Hilts.

Tupper. “We want to make
people realize this has been
going on for n long time and
things never change.”

Ellen Akins agrees with
Tupper that the play parallels
the scandals plaguing corpora-
tions today. The West
Bloomfield resident plays
Laura Partridge, a 10-share
stock holder trying to learn
more about her investment,
Akins has 25 years in theater
to her credit.

“There’s Jot of relevance to
today,” suid Akins. *She's an
actress and her horoscope tells
her to look into her finances so
she goes to a stock broker

Audiences won't know whether ta laugh or hide undes their seats when SRO
Productions present /t's a Scream.
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meeting and finds out how
much the board of directors
are making and starts asking
questions.

“She’s really a great charac-
ter. It's fun to see her handle
the four board of directors who
think they're snowing cvery-
body. She’s not the brightest
but knows what questions to
ask. It's good versus greed,
We're playing it in the 50s but
50 years later things haven't
change with big corporations.
It's about the little guy making
it right. It's good versus greed.”

RIDGEDALE PLAYERS

Heaven Can Wait takes the
theme of good and evil straight
to heaven where boxer Joe
Pendleton has arrived 50 years
too carly after a plane crush.
That's when the antics begin in
the Ridgedale Players produc-
tion opening Friday, Oct, 4, in

Y.
Warren Beatty starred in the
1978 film filled with plotting
lovers and a bungling assistant.

“A messenger comes down
and takes his

said director Kyle chlkm\
“It's the messenger's first day
on the job and he says he did-
n't want him to suffer but it’s
too late to put his soul back
into his body and the scarch
begins for another body.
*“What's comical is trying to
convinee someone you're that

(Dhscwcr 8 Eeeenltie

person in a different body and
when you're a soul people don't
sec or hear you 50 things move
on their own.”

SRO PRODUCTIONS

* It’s a Scream blends horror
and comedy in a play about a
man who inherits his father's
film studio, SRO Productions
opens the show Friday, Oct. 4,
in the 1854 church at Burgh
Historical Park in Southfield,
Spencer thinks he knows
how to produce movies better
than his Inte father. He decides
not to rencw the contract of
the studio’s biggest star who
scts out to demonstrate he still
has what it takes to scare
Spencer out of his wits, What
happens next is thrilling.

STAGECRAFTERS

‘The Royal Oak troupe con-
tinues its main stage produc-
tion of Pirates of Penzance
through Sunday, Oct. 6 at the
historic Baldwin Theater. It
opens its 2nd Stage season
with Stop Kiss on Saturday,
Qct. 19. The poignant and
funny play tells the story of
Callie and Sara who meet and
unexpectedly falt in love. Their
first kiss provokes a violent
attack in this dmme about the
ways lives can irrevecably
change.
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ON STAGE

Farmington Players
The Solid Gold Cadilfac B pm.
Friday-Saturday, Oct. 45, 112, 18-
19, 3nd 25-26 and Thursday, Oct. 17
and 24, and 2 p.m. Sunday, O¢t. 6,13
and 20, at the theater inside
Barnes and Roble on Oschard Lake
Road, between 14 Mile and Waple,
West 8loombield. §13, $6.50 senior
cllizens on Oct. 6 onty, (248) 219~
0800

Rlggedale Players
Heaven Can Wait Oct. 46,1113 and
18-20, 8 p.m. Friday-Salurday, 2 pam.
Sunday, at the theater, 205 West
Long Lake, Troy. $12, $11 seniors and
students on Sundays. (248) 968-

7049

St. Dunstan’s Theatre Gultd of

Cranbrook
The Rocky Horros Show 8 pm. Det.
1112, 1719, 24:26, 31 an0 Hov. V2
ginner package available for Oct, 1L
midnight shaw in addition to requ-
lar show on Oct. 26; benefit for
AIDS Partnership Michigan, Oct. 30
Halloween performance, Oct. 31,
$16. 53 seniors/students. Rocky
Horror Survival Kits, filled wilh
props, availadle for $10 at the the-
ater, 400 Lone Ping Road, between
Ceanbroci 20d Lahser roads.
Bloomtield Hills. (248)644-0527 for
tichets; (248} 593-3090 for Oct. Tl
dinner package.

SRO Productions
1t's 8 Sceeam 8 pom. Friday-
Saturday, Oct. 4°5, 12 and 1849, and
2 psm. Sunday, 0ct. 6,13 3nd 20, in
the 1854 church focated at Burgh
Histotical Park, Civic Center Drive
ang Berg Road, one block east of
Tefegraph, Southlield. $10. $8 stu~
dents and seniors ages 50 and
over. {248) B27-0701. For informa-
tlon. catl (248) 6270710

Stagecrafters
The theater wraps up its run of
Pirates of Penzance this weekend
with shows at B p.m. Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 45 and 2 p.n.
Sunday, Oct. 6. Tickets are $14 and
§16. See Stop Kissin {he theater's
2nd Stage. at B p.m. Saturday, Oct.
19, Thursday-Friday, Oct. 24-25: 7
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 20, 6:30 and 9:30
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26; and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. Z7. Tickets are §10, Tne
Baldwin Theater is located at 415
South Latayette in downtown
Roya! 0ak (248} 541-6430 o tick
ets. For information call (248) 541
8027

Village Players of Birmingham
Jekyli & Hyde, The Wusical opens 8
p.m. Friday, Oct. 1, show continues
10 Oct 26, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
2nd 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13 and 20,
at the ptayhouse, 34660 Woodward,
Birmingham. $15. (248) 644-2075
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DIRECT FROM RUSSIA,,.

GEORGIAN STATE
DANCE COMPANY

The NEW YORK TIMES says
“The Greatest Dance Company of Them All”

Company of 90
with 1§ mt}t,sfz;ans’

Detroit Opera House

Saturday, October 26, 2002 8:00 pm
On Sale at the Opera House Box Office
Group Sales info 313.237.3409

Tickets available at dil Ticketmaster ticket centers
including Marshall Fields. Charge by phone 248.615.6666

ticketmaster

ticketmaster.com




