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Teen among youngest delegates

BY JONI KUBRED
STATF WRITER

Natalic Gordanier may be
young, but already she’s o polit-
ical activist.

A delegate to this year's
Onkland County Republican
convention, the 18-year-old
Farmington Hills woman has
spent the past two years work-
ing on local campaigns.

That invalvement probably
ployed a big role in her being
selected to represent her com-
munity at the cmmlf' level,

“Delegates are selected based
on thelr commitment to local
campaigns and issues,” Natalie
said. Her first exposure to poli-
tics came early inlife,

“My family, particularly my
dad, hns always been involved

in one way or another,” she said.

“When [ was 11, we went to the
State Capitol to see Newt
Gingrich.”

Natalic's father, Mark, is an
active member of the

Farmington Area 11

Her first exposure to politics
came early in life.

—

“My dad's a typical
Republican,” his proud daugh-
ter said. “On the other hand,
he's the most principled person
1know. He's also emerging as
an ndvocate for minority issues,
police reforms and DNA testing
for prisoners on death row”

‘The younger Gordanier is an

eampaign work. “Closer to the
election it will be more time.”
‘Will she ever be a political
candidate in her own right?
“Right now I'm struggling
with a general dlsrespect of
government officials;” she
sald. "I can't sce myself as being
a part of an imperial establish-
ment. [ am definitely a busincss
erson, I love owning o family
usiness, I love serving cus-
tomers to the best of my ability”
Stil, she sald, politics will
always be part of her life, She
enj ay‘m‘i attending the

avi

and was

Js of.

General candidate Mike Cox,
after meeting himata
Republican Club event. She
now works for his campnign,

“He would be the first
Republican Attorney General
in 48 years,” Gordanier said,
“and I just decided to help”

That on top of a schedule
that includes running Orchard
Lake Pet Resort, the family's
business, and taking business

Club and has been a very vocal
eritic of Farmington Hills
police and fire departments, as
well as city government.

and 7
classes at Qakland Community
College.
“Right now, it's only two
nights a week,” she says of her
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encouraged by the number of
young people (19-22 year olds)
who attended,

“I liked hearing what the can-
didates had to say first hand,”
Gordanier said. *Our marching
orders from them were to go
back to our neighborhoods and
spread the word.”

Shlc‘d encourage 0:}12!' }I'onn g

caple to get just as decply
Ewch’ed, to learn about the
issues and the eandlidates.

“You meet people, you get to
know them more than just asa
name on a ballot,” she said, “It
felt good to be informed. You
felt like you actually knew what
was going on. “It's good to start.
young,” she added, “If you ever
want to run for mayor or ¢ity
council someday, it's good to

YMCA

FROM PAGE AY

work after school.

Farmington Area YMCA.

sit and talk and
and programs,
snid.

to be in," Burton said.

as baby-sitting, said Burton.

make a positive way to recreate,” said DuRei.  §
As part of the Farmington Hills After School
progrum, the YMCA serves os one of the three
areas children and teens can hang out at after
school until their parents ean pick them up,
‘The teens also get to use the Y's facilities,
such as the basketball court, racquetball
rooms, swimming pools and exercise reoms.
There’s even the study area in the hallway
devoted to those who want to do their home-

Patrick Burton is the teen coordinntor at the

He sald the room was designed specifically
by the teens. It includes tables where they can
drink from ever-present pop
bottles or play cards or board games, a large
screen TV hooked up with the latest video
game systems and game cartridges, a foosball
table, a pool table and a computer.

Burton safd 50-60 kids usc the Y's after-
schoo! program on weekdays and more than
100 typically attend the Y's Friday night dances

*“Here you can be loud if'you want,” Burton

‘The programs at the Y give the teens a place
to have fun and not have to worry their parents  Jill Schroeder finds a quiet corner for reading.
about where they are after school.

“We give them a safe, positive environment

The kids help make programs they set up
themsclves, Burton said. And there are plans
to broaden the program to bring in counsclors
and even offer training classes for such things

Nick Quiroz, 12, a seventh-grader at Dunckel
Middle School, said he likes the after-school
program at the Y because he can play basket-
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Jilk Schroeder, 13, an eighth-grader at
Dunckel, likes going to the Y afler school to do
her homework, be with friends and play the X-
Box video games. Lindsey Cross, also 13 and
an eighth-grader at Dunckel, said she's glad the
teen center is there and the after school pro-
gram is available at the Y.

“You can play games, do your homework and
talk with your friends,” she said,

have experience” bail and be with his friends. ppateFoehomecomm et | 2484715450
r OBITUARIES '
Eugene Smith Farmington Hills, He was a grandchildren, He is preceded in - Moose,

Services for Eugene “Gene™
Smith, 76, of Farmington Hills,
swere held Oct. 5 at Thayer-Rock
Funernl Home in Farmington
with the Rev. Jim Britt officint-
ing. Burial took place at Mt.
Hope Cemetery in Livonia.

Mr. Smith was born Jan. 13,
1926 in Canada and died Sept.
30, 2002 at Botsford Hospital in

maintenance worker for
Farmington Public Scliools and
also worked as o meat cutter for
A&P Grocery Store. Hewnsa
member of the Pigeon Flying
Club, He is survived by his son,
David; daughter, Erin
Rutherford-Jackson (Michnel);
brother, Douglas; sisters, Yvonne
Santo nnd Dee Cooper; and five
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Arthritis Today
JOsePH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: {248) 478-7860

PREPATELLAR BURSITIS

In the 19th 5 201h Century,
“Thia ot

e

A numbar of 1he knee may become swolon. If you

davelop pain &nd ewelling eround the knoe, 1 is not &

eonclusion thal you have fuid in the knee, Sevaral sacs, callsd bursa, exist In the knoo
2482 and can become inflamed.
MWMNNWWWMMWMIIWV?IMW.MW
sii8 In froni of the kneocap musuazuh;lan 2 low drops of Tiuid. When the bursa ls
normal, & from other

He is survived by his wife,
Joannu; step-children, Stacey
(Mark) Warren and Linnea
Nilssun; father, James (Vera);
sister, Sandy (Greg) Cowan; two
step-grandsons; and one

denth by his wife, Emily.
Memarial contribwtions may be
made to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, 1669 Hamilton
Rond, Suite 210, Okemos, Mi
48864-1809.,

nephew.
Michael J. Pingllley He is preceded in death by his
Michae) James Pingilley, 52,  mother Mary:

For memorial service informa-
tion calt Michigan Memotial
Funeral Home in Huron
Township at (73+) 783-2646.

of Farmington Hills, died Oct. 1,
2002,

He was a member of the
Livonia Elks and the Livonia

fIn my family, learning is everything.
Books don’t just enlighten. YR e N
They empower, Qur children "\\ 1

re growing up knowing lis.

A good education is ane of the

most important things we can

give them, And we will, will

Ui help of US. Savings Bands,
Thraugh the Payroll Savings [|§

Plan, we put XISIC(C something B8

with every payduy. And little

by little, it will add up to

college for our children.

Ask your employer or banker about
saving with U.S. Suvings Bonds.

Torall the right reasons.

- TAX PROBLEMS?

J Never Talk to The IRS. .,
. Talk to Tax Resolutlon Speclalists of M;

A ———

« Flic Old Returns *In

* Instaltment Paymciits » Payroll/Sales Relle
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