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some options available. Bruce

Maxfield to talk to the
city attorney's office,
FROMPAGE A1 Mnxﬁ-:ldi’s in Germany ona
Brock was out of his office Fulbright scholarship until Oct.
umll Thursday and said his 12 and couldn’t be reached for
City Dana
Whinnery also was unaware of Specifically, Maxfields letter
Maxfleld's correspondence. d concessions were made on
ZBA Board Member Randy both sides,
Bruce's first comment to the “However the parties were
Observer this week was, “So not able to agree on the color of
they arc going to dedicate their  the clectronic letters with the
illegal sign?” school favoring red letters and

Lee Blizman, zoning supervi-
sor, indicated that the school
district hadn't retumed to the
ZBA since January, and she
considered the sign noncon-
forming.

‘The dumct decided to install
the sign along 12 Mile Raad at
the start of the school year,
according to Sue Zurvalec,
assistant superintendent of staif
and community services.

‘That {s unfair to those who
follow the ZBA' rulings, Bruce
reiterated.

‘The district was granted two
variances, but a sign was pur-
chased which officials knew
wouldn't comply, Bruce said,
About $28,000 was rafsed to
purchase the sign, The district’s
hope was to seek some form of
accommodation later.

Dennis Noe, nssistant
Harrison High principal, earli-
cr admitted changes were made
ot the suggestion of the manu-
facturer who sold the sign.

Bruce said Maxfield sought a
meeting with him severnl
months ago while he was ZBA
chair asking whether there were

the Zoning Board insisting on
white letters” Maxfield said.
“Incidentally, the city staff
advised the Zoning Borrd that
red letters were preferable for a
variety of reasons, It now
appears that the only way to
secure fini m‘i:pmvnl from the
Zoning Board would be to
invest several additional thou-
sand dollars in order to chan;
the project from red to white
letters, This does not scem rea-
sonable or appropriate.”
eld sought counsel from

Amanda Van Dusen of Miller,
Cunﬁcld. Paddock and Stone
concerning requirements to
comply with city restrictions.

“Ms, Van Dusen has advised
us that the school code grants
exclusive jurisdiction for review
and approval of plans and spee-
ifications for school facilitics to
the state superintendent of pub-
lic {nstruction,” Maxficld snid.
*Ms, Van Dusen clearly states
that signs are included in this
provision. The recent 2001
court of appeals case involving
Northville-Schools supports this
contention”

The conflict bas at least one

Maxficld said the district Bruce said. M limiting the text change to
intended to procead with sign He aska what's the purposc of  every 30 minutes rather than school board member con- :
Installation, "We believe that it having 2 ZBA body in the fisst every five seconds cerned about the broader-rang-:
will be an nsset, not a dcu-l- p)n ce. *We did that for safety ren- ing impacts of thia issue,
ment, to the and lly, the ZBA wanted;  sons, because we were con- *“It's stressful for students to -
that it takes into account many & black and white lettering cerned drivers would be dis- sec government not working,” -
of the concerns rafsed by the mther than red lettering. tracted,” Bruce safd. sald Prudl!l Brouillete, s :
Zoning Board. Itis our inten- M hours limited from 7 . “The ZBA gave Noc everything  Farmington school board mem-;
tion that the praject will be 108 p.r1. rather than 24 hioursa he wanted and then Noe “fool- 3 :
completed in time for the day as desired by the district ishly” spent $28,000 on this '
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school year |
Zurvalee s filling in for
Maxfield, She called the sign
nppropriate and safe. "We try
very hard to work collaborative-
Iy Zurvolee satd, “The distriet
dld consider our decision to
move forward when we decided
which direction we were head-

cd!

Frank Reld, o Farmington
school board member, said the
district would never p
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rescarching the issue and will
update the ZBA atits Oct. 8
mecting. He didn't return the
Observer's phone call.

In the meantime, Bruce plans
to comment at the next Hills
city council meeting. He
believes this dilutes the authori-
ty of the ZBA and that only the
Circuit Court can overturn a

without adequate ;Z:)nd mnlnkcu- - - . 4
tion. He cited the relation- ’
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would like to say

Thante You

to all our customers
in appreciation of “Customer Service Week”

October 7th - October 11th

We would like to invite you
to our offices for fun & festivities

REDFORD

25000 Capitol » Redford Twp.

313-538-1313
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CABLE

ROAD RUNNER

You for your

OAKLAND
14525 Farmington 37635 Enterprise Ct.

734-422-3200 248-553-7300

‘lhc Mnhigan chish Spom Foundation
presents the

Showcasing the athletic ablilities and competitive spirit
of children and aduits with special needs

Sunday, October 13,2002 10 am.

D. Dan and Betty Kahn Bullding
Eugene and Marcla Applebaum Jewish Community Campus
6600 West Maple Road, West Bloomfleld

Sign up as an athlete or volunteer today!
Call Nancie Furgang, (248) #32-5585.
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The Jewish Community Center, h‘ort!mnt Child Rescue Women,
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