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The Mooney Suzuki's mad, mod world

it again — The Mooney
Suzuki might ns well be New
York City's answer to The Go.
Scaled-down, down-right
rhythm & blues fi fnnll{ found

ﬂ ight of

i ‘ve said it before and I'll sny

day. For the
garage rock
quartet that
light is
drenched in
Electric
Sweat,

The band's
seeond effort,
and first on
Gammon
Records, was
Stephanle recorded in
Casola August, 2001
LR with Detroit
producer Jim Diamond (The
White Stripes, The Go) at his

Street
Scene

Ghetto Recorders studio,

‘Turns out the Moonies loved
The Go's SubPop debut,
Whatcha Doin’. According to
singer Sammy James Jr., they
practically begged to tour with
the Detroit band. Then, the
Moonics got an carful of The
White Stripes,

*“We thought ‘Oh this is great
stuff; said James, “They were
all recorded by Jim.*

After playing a show at
Detroit's Magic Stick last year,
The Mooney Suzuki was intro-
duced to Diamond, thanks to
mutual friend Ben Blackwell,
‘The band had a chance to tour
Ghetto Recorders studio,

*It was really cool,” said
James. “We were inspired to do
something. We came back that
summer and ended up record-
ing the whole album there”

Diamond said the approach
in the studio was quite different
on Electrie Sweat,

“The Go record was recorded -
quickly but took forever to mix
and edit,” sald Diamond,
responding via e-mail during
The Dirtbombs West Coast
tour, *The Mooney record did-
n't take that long at al), a few
weekends, We initinlly tried
mixing The Mooney Suzuki like
The Go record, tons of old
reverb, no drums, (it) fust did-
o't sound right at nll. I ended
upmixlng it like I felt it should

e m

‘Elcctrie Sweat brings rock
back to basics ~ covering sub-
jects no more serious than girls
and guitars. From the fury of its
title track, to the trailing tale
‘The Broken Heart, The
Mooney Suzuki's latest carned

every drop of' nm:n!ion it’s
received.,

“Working on the vocal for
that Broken Heart ballad was
really great,” said Diamond.
“We put a lot of quality time
into that. And I think it shows."

Diamond heard parallels to
‘The Who right away. “Sam
came into town and we were
joking about The Who-influ-
cneed songs. And I said, ‘Man,
you gotta have an acoustic gui-
tar in there and tambourine.
All those Who songs hnve
acoustic and

Their mantea beeame “What
would Daltrey do?”

James attributes much of the
Moonies success to non-stop
touring. Since he and guitarist
Groham Tyler formed the band
in 1997, live performance
p]nycd akey role,

*We're definitely trying to
take it to the next level,” said
James. “We're staying on the
road as much as possible, It's
always worked for us.”

In the beginning, the band
set out without support of a
booking agent or record label.
The quartet played at “Mod
Nights” in clubs on the East
Coast. It led to more touring,
real venues and eventually big-
deal tours with the likes of The
Hives and The White Stripes.

*It’s a different band in many
ways," said James, “We try to

Mooney Suzukl

keep things the same. There are
mll clements of the show that _
were there from the beg

The Mooney Suzuki would fit
scumlcssly intu the locnl rock
the likes

But new material calls for
constant change. It's also gar-
nered the band a Nike commer-
clal and reeent appearance on
the Late Late Show with Craig
Kilborn.

Life for the musicians,
though, lins stayed the same.

“We're in a 15-passenger van,”
said James. "We're on tour, This
is our exact lifc two years ago”

The Mooncy Suzuki {s look-
Ing forward to a stop in Detroit,
And not just for its notorious
rock audiences.

*“We go to Detroit and the
partying that ensues after the
show leavs c.s us all empty shells
James said

scen
nf’l'hc Dirtbombs and the
Detroit Cobras. It all comes
down to one truth,

“We're hard-working boys,
trying to make good,” said
James,

Catch The Mooney Suzukl live when
they return with openers Sahara Hot
Nights, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16, at
The Shelter, below St. Andrews Hall, 431
£. Congress {n Detroit. Tickets $8 for
{his all ages show. Call (248} 645-6666.

Stephanle Angetyn Casola writesa
popular music column for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. She
canbe reached at
scasola®oc.homecomm.net.

Clmlc checks up on Detroit

Clinle

sneak peak of Clinic
behind the surgieal

If you're hoping fora

turc thumping drums, all
the while coasting on
singer Ade Blackburn's

masks, you might be dis-
appointed. The band will
be in full medical uni-
form Mondny night when
they return to Detroit's
St. Andrews Hall,

The band packed the
Shelter last winter -
despite an clectronica
crowd looming on the
above floor. This time the
place belongs solely to
these four low-fi
Liverpudlians, whose lat-
est effort Walking With
Thee, was recently re-
released by Universal
Records.

Songs like Mr.
Moonlight, Come Into
Our Room, and The
Equaliser slither along
backed by Clinic's signa-

breathy vocals, Dare you
not to dance - or at least
bob your head,

There’s much more to
this quartet than a gim-
mick-laden image. If you
like your Brit pop chilled
with electronic pinno
and iced with subjects
that would make
Hitcheock quiver, don’t
miss the scething sounds
of Clinie.

‘The band performs
with openers South, The
Standnrd 7 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 14 nt St. Andrews
Hall, 431 E. Congress,
Detroit. Tickets $15 for
this all ages show. Call
(248) 645-6666.

By Stephanle A. Casola

Ryan Adams unvells Demolltlon

Lost Highway recording
artist Ryan Adams carned his
houschold name last year with
Gold, the record that yiclded a
timely and quite personal hit
single in New York, New York,

While working on 2 much
anticipated follow-up, Adams
offers Demolition, a colleetion
of 13 previously unreleased
demos, For a songwriter who
admits he's generally writinga
record or two ahead of himself,
these songs might've been the
second half of Gold - originally
planned as a double album.

With Demalition Adams
draws upon life’s aching truths
and fleeting loves. Songs like
Cry on Demand and She Wants
to Play Hearts, convey mean-
ing in a gentle delivery, while
the record’s scorching opencr
Nuclearand the yeaming of It’s
Starting to Hurt, delve even
deeper into the rock and soul of
the music.

Still revenling signs of his

Ryan Adams

days as frontman for alt-coun-
try Whiskeytown, Ryan Adams
hasn't shed all of his sorrows
yet. Brighter than his solo
debut, Heartbreaker,
Demolition is considered a
greatest hits of new material,

Since going out on his own,
Adams has carned comparisons
to timeless artists like Neil
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In The Mood
October 24, 2002
An exciting 1940's muslcal revue

Vicki Lawrence
I November 24, 2002
An Evening with Momma?

Jammin' w/Pops
Fe lmmr[v , 20
A periect fecl ;.nud musical

Shanghai Circus

Fe 23, 20
Incredible acrobats-direct [rom Broadway
Three Men ¢ a Tenor

Apr 0.
Michigan's (nvurlm musical tour

Young. He shares a label with
the legendary Willic Nelson -
with whom he currently
appears on GAP commercials.

And these most recent songs
prove once agoin, Ryan Adams
is here to stay. Listen for your-
self nt www.losthigh-
wayrecords.com.

Ryan Adams performs with
openers Tegun & Sara 7:30
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13, State
Theatre, 2115 Woodward Ave,,
Detroit.

Fresh from Farm Aid, Tegan
& Sara, 21-year-old sisters from
Vancouver, released their own
sophomore cffort, I( 1t Was
You, on Vapor Records in
August. Get 10 the show eatly
to experience a duo that can go
from folk pop to blucgrass to

punk rock without blinking.

Tickets $23 for this all ages
show. Call (248) 645-6666 or
see wwwiticketmaster.com.

By Slephanie A, Casola
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