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AZAR’S FAMOUS
OCTOBER SALE

Simply Beautiful

ASz'mply Priced
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670 S. Woodward
Downtown Birmingham

248-644-7311

Sale that’s too good to miss!

40-60"off

ormonryrs

The Once a Year Oriental Rug

BY DIANE GALE AKDREASS|
CORRESPONDENT

‘When it comes to acees-
sorizing your home, think
about using the usual inan
unusual way.

For instance, bring a water-
ing can in from the garage, fill
it with plants, give it a perch
on alaundry room cabinet,
and the mundane becomes
interesting, said Noreen
Desilets, interior designer of
Laurel Furniture in downtown
Plymouth,

*Sometimes you have to
look at accessories as having
alternate purposes,” she said.

Nice dishes don't have to be
tucked away in cabinets. Show
them off.

Tupestries have alsu found
their way into homes as table
scarves; decorating fireplace
mantels; and hung with
brackets on tall walls, said

. Sharon McGowan, interior

designer of Ethan Allen in
Livonia, Birmingham,
Aubum Hills, Ann Arbor,
Novi, Saginaw and Sterling
Heights,

1n fact, family photos and
collages that arc stared away
in cabinets add an inviting, -
personal flavor when they're
on display, especially in family
rooms, she said,

“They help to make a house
ahome,” Desilets sald.

Keep in mind, too, the cor-
relntion of sizes between the
accessories you place on
tables.

1f you have a big coffec
table, don't use something
small and squatty, said Lisa
Wolfe, interior designer with
‘Walker-Buzenberg in
Plymouth.

“Especially in a tall room,
you need to put something
substantial on it,” she said.

LIGHT TOUCK

Adding greenery, from trees
to flower arrangements,
brings warmth to a room,
Desilets said. Randomly
placed ivy and other plants fitl
in empty space from the tops
of the hard edges of the enter-
tainment center to the ceiling.

Use mirrors to make rooms
lock lighter and bigger. Be
creative and place the mirror
just right to reflect something
special across the room.

Adding aceent lights is a
morc obvious technique to
brighten dark comers,

Glass vases, bowls and other
glass accents also offer an airy
look, said Wolfe, She said she
tikes to use accessories in
matches of threes and fives.

For instance, on a fireplace
mantel, she'll use three or five
different sizes of candlesticks
from various collections,
grouping them together to
add interest.

RUGS

Rugs definitely are consid-
ered the heart if the room,
said Kamran Korimpour, who
owns Woven Treasures in
Birmingham with his wife,
Kristi.

He also scils and buys
antique rugs, offers repair
service and provides free ver-
bal rug appraisals.

The best way to add a rug to
aroom Is when it is the fimst
piece and all the furnishings
and accessories build around
it, sald Kari
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Dare to be different
| when accessorizing

Use mirrors to make rooms look lighter and bigger. 8e creative and place
the mirror just right to reflect something special across the room, This
white bevel lloor mirror from Kentwood Manufacturing Company, www.kent:
woodmfg.com, is an example of the kinds of mirrers and other home acces-
sorles you'ti find at Laurel Furniture In downtown Plymotth.

tional to porary.

ially above a sofa or love

Some people ave also using
rugs in rooms that have wall-
to-wall carpet.

“They use rugs to bring
color and texture to the room,”
Karimpour said.

MIXITUP

Before you buy all your
accessories, think about avoid-
ing teadencics to make every-
thing in the room have sym-
metry or match, Wolfe said.

Even though most of us
grew up in homes where
lamps always came in pairs,
Wolfe said, break the rule
here, too. Mix different styles,
textures and colors through-
out the room.

“You want it to coordinate,
but don't be afraid to mix,”
snid Wolfe, She said her pet
peeve is pictures that arc hung
toohigh. -

*Ilike it alittle lower than
usual, but you have to pay
ion to the size of the

“If the room has already,
been decorated it a little
harder, because you have to
find & rug to match the exist-
ing colors,” he said.

*But, it's not immssib)c to

wall, too,” she said, "You don't
want them too small or too

c.

“And, 11ike to intermix pic-
tures with mirrors. Ttaddsa.
fittle varicty and helps add

do, We d: t )
with original designs and in
colors that they can'’t usunlly
find in a rug”

‘The rug defines the seating
arca and adds warmth to the
room.

“And it'’s o great conversa-
tion plece, especially with
Persian picces,” said
Karimpour, pointing to
designs that range from tradi-

ur tothe room.”
Pictures should be hung 60
inches off the floor, which is
generally at eye level, accord-
ing to Lori Kopec, gallery
director of Thomas Kinkade
Avenue Gallery.

“That will vary based on
whether there's a plece of fur-
niture under it,” Kopee sald,
“People tend to hang plctures
alittle higher than need to,

seat”

If your walls are full or if
you want to try something dif-
ferent, think nbout using
cascls to display your art, said

Kopee.

‘The shaps fenture the work
of Thomas Kinkade, Howard
Behrens, Anthony Benedctto
and Simon Bull in downtown
Birmingham, Rochester, Ann
Arbor and Novi.

THEME

If you're looking for a theme
in your room, McGowan sug-
gests using your biggest ncces-
sories as focal points.

"When people accessorize &
lot of times they put in a
bunch of small accessories  *
instead of bigger visual pleces
that ave interesting to fill the
space,” Desilets snid. “The
room doesn’t get as cluttered,
but it gives an overall bigger
visual impact.”

On the other hand, Wolie
snid, it’s important not to tgke
that logic too far and make the
room look sparse by not
adding crough accessaries -
especially in family rooms.

“Warm it up and make it
look like you by giving it your
personality,” Wolfe said.

"Tuke your time to find the
right picces and don't hesitate
to change your ides and
return an item or put that
keepsake back into n cabinety
the experts warmn.

Above alt, Desilets snld,
don't expect to finish a project
overnight - it's not as quick of

. a process as you might think.




