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Design the living room
for just that, living

BY LAURIE RUMPHREY
CORRESPORDENT

Living rooms in the 60s and 70s were func-
tional with a couch, coffec/end tables and tele-
vision, Living rooms in the 80s and 90s were a
tribute to luxurious fabrics, expensive artwork
and beautifully crafted woodwork.

‘Todny's living rooms are a fusion of function
and aestheties.

“People’s lifestyles have changed,” explained
Christine Thurston, assistant General
Manager of The Great Indoors of Novi. “Peaple
}:u\')c bought into the whole electronies (mar-

ot)” .

Depending on one’s budget, living rooms
now may include everything from a big-screen
television, complete with a DVD player; wall-
to-wall stereo equipment; and a whole com-
puter set-up featuring a scanner, luser disc
burner and mini-cams. And while the elec-
tronics can be scaled down, experts agree that
living rooms must be 1) inviting, 2) comfort-
able and 3} accessible.

*“(Living) rooms are no longer n showplace,”
confirmed Dave Garno, nssistant manager and
designer at Classic Interiors of Livonia, “When
people have friends over, they want people to
be drawn into the room, not walk by it

Durable fabrics are common in living
rooms of 2002, especinlly if children live in
the house. Mixed woods are also popular —
an oak entertainment center, a maple end
table, and a cherry coffee table in one room.
"Traditional style colors are warm, inctuding
burnt umber, lighter browns and darker
greens.

According to Lynn Marie Smelser, an Ethan
Allen designer in Livonia, “trends have been
going to the traditional Jook since just before the
millennium, at least in the Midwest market.
People want the comfart of the past.”

Accessibility is another key design element
today. People want to “live” in their living
rooms, but they also want to conceal some
things when company arrives. Newer etiter-

Heckman Is one of the many furalture fines you'll find at
Classlc Interiors Furaiture In Livonia, This three-plece
entertainment center with bookcases from Heckman's
Cardlgan Bay Cotlection features fluted calumns with
Georgian molding at top, and a hand-rubbed golden
waxed finlsh.

whilc it is on, but when it's off, it looks just like
a (decorative) black sereen.”

Gorno has a client who wanted baskets built
into her living room design to accommodate
quick pick-up of her child's toys when compa-
ny arrived,

Living rooms today are designed to bring
people together, both family and friends.

“Despite the belief that families arc drifting,
1 get an awful lat of interest from people who
want to invest in family tine,” said Thurston,
She believes incorporating computers into the
main living area is one solution.

“First, people can monitor what their kids
are looking at on the Internct; but they can
also be available to be a resource (of informa-
tion) when the kids find something on-line,”
she said,

Sentiment is another feature of today's iving
room. Since all rooms need a focal point, or
something that pulls a room (ogcth::r, many

centers and allow

d o family he

familics to hide things behind doors when not
in use.

I have a clicat who is buying a big-screen
TV. but only wanted to see it when it wason,”
said Thurston. *We are designing o black
screen that will atlow him to watch television

“A lot of peaple have antiques that they want
to incorporate, but they don’t want it to look
like their grandmather’s house,” Smelscr said.

Planned placement of the antique, along
with family photos, can bring warmth to the
room.
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Now's the time to tell your John "Goodbye”
Write a Dear John letter telling us just how much you hate your
. old ugly bathroom.
You could win a new dream bathroom worth up to $10,000!

Sponsored by The Observer & Eccentric N
WNIC, WDFN, 106.7 The Drive, Channel 955 and The
Bath Shoppe at Mathlson Supply of Livonia, Garden City
and Canton,

Bring your letter into any Mathison Supply store or the
Fall Remodeling Show or mall it to Clear Channe! Radia,
Dear John Contest, 301 | W. Grand Bivd., Suite B0O, Dearolt MI
48202 or enter on any of the Clear Channel Radio websites.

The winnes’s bathroom will be upgraded with new focures, tile,
abinets and accessorles with a value of up to $10,000.

Win A £10,000
Dream Bathroom!

s FALL
M Alr Massour Massage Bathtub by fason
R Both Caberry by Berch EMODEHNG )

B Faucets by Harden

B Uttra-Aush Tollet by Gorber

B Cuured Marble Countertop and
“Tub Wall Surmound by U.S, Marble

B Installation by Complete
Homo Improvement

B And More!
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Employees of Clear Channe’ Radio, BIA and Mathison Supply are not efigible to enter.

NOVI EXPO CENTER
1-96 & NOVI RD.
OCT. 11-13, 2002
Z \
GiEb tohinie
Remodeling  Soces, v aiaon
Show

——————

All entries become the property
of Clear Channel Radio and must.

z

will help you find it.

Reschereché 1, sought out with care; rare; choice; uncommon 2.
having refinement or studied elegance 3, the destination for
buying and/or selling fine furniture, antiques, art and
accessories for the home or office.

ne Consignme: Furniture

GRecherché is not your typical furniture store. . .
new or used.

We at Recherché assist people in buying and selling high quality
furniture, artwork and accessories as quickly and casily as possible,
We offer a pleasant shopping environment, friendly advice an‘d
other services for home fashion. Often, we partner with interior
designers, to make Recherché your only destination for interior
design needs. If we don't have what you are looking for today, we

3671 Highland Road Waterford, M1 48328
(248) 681-6120  Fax: (248) 681-6121
www.recherchefurniture.com
(For directions & highlights of current inventory)
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SELECTION.
TALENT.
VARIETY.

What more
could you ask?

Visit us today
at one of our :
fine ganeries.

§. AVENUE GALLERY:

167 N. Old Woodward Ave. {Just North of Maple Road)
Birmingham, Michigan
(248) 594-7600 + Toll Free B88-594-7602
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G. HARVI
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Payment Plans available.
Free Delivery and Hanging
NELSON

ROCHESTER GALLERY ANN ARBOR GALLERY TWELVE OAKS MALL -

428 Main Street Next to Marshall Flelds Upper Level, et to Lord & Taphor
Rochester, M1 Briarwood Mall Novi, MI )
(248) 601-8700 Ann Arbor, M| (248) 344-9960
{734) 827-2922 Toll Free 888.594-7602
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