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BY AUCE RHEIN
CORRESPONDINE

With the unsettling rainbow
of warnings that alert us daily
to our unsafe world,
Americans are staying home
more with family, Home brings
warm predictability, and
sprucing up the nest scems a
natural way to seck order an
security, .

No picee of furniture speaks
more ta camfort and reassur-
nnce than the trusty sofa. And
when it's time to re-outfit the
living room, family room or
great room, the sofa is a great
place to start,

QOnce relegated to the front
parlor, perhaps even sheltered
in plastic, the sofa is no longer
unapproachable. In unpre-
dictable times, the sofn is con-
sistently ready to embrace.

But where do you begin?
Between fabric, style and
frame, a near infinite number
of sofa samples exists.

LIFESTYLE

“You necd to choose n sofa
that will fit your lifestyle,” said
Lisa Wolfe, an interior design-
er with Walker Buzenberg
Furniture in Plymouth.

Do you have children? Pets?
Messy significant others? That
will determine how durable a
fabric you will need.

How wauld you ch

Fabtutons FURNITURE200Z

shabby chic for the comfort,
but don't like the welting and
wrinkled effect,” she said, In
that case, o sofa with erisper
and cleaner lines might better
suit their style,

Many fumniture stores,
including Ethan Allen, offera
service where a designer will
nssess your needs and your
home's decor and make sug-
gestions. Oftentimes this serv-
fee is free, or the fee is sub-
tracted if you buy a sofa.

Kevin Konat, owner of
Classic Interiors in Livonia,
says the first thing he recom-
mends is that the sofa be com-
fortable for everyone who will
be using it. Then, think about
fabric,

*“It amazes me that some
people spend one to three
years to find the style and fab-
ric they want, They're depriv-
ing th hi

Sink into the security of a sofa

This left arm sofa with chalse by Bernardt is perfect for any great room. It's stylish and comfortable, yet durable.
You'll find It, along with other furnishings to it your ifestyle, at Walker Buzenberg Furniture in Piymouth.

o
because of an exact idea," he
sald,
But with more than 10,000
fabrics to choose from at his
store alone, it’s only the most,
finicky customer who wouldn't
find a sofa to pleasc,

SIZE, FABRIC .

Size is another consideration
- especially since sofus, like

is y combos, which
entails using different fabrics
for different sections of the
sofa, ar using reversible cush-
tons.

Scamus Cassldy, general
manager of Jimmie's At Home,
which has stores in
Birmingham, Novi, Livenia

and Shelby Township, says that

there'’s o casual elegance
involved in mixing fabrics.
.l‘im.mie's At Home sc‘l.ls many

fast food, have d over

the years.
Jean Kim, owner of Up
Country in ingh

your decor? A shabby chic
couch will look like an
unkempt bed in a more tradi-
tional room.

‘What about color? A sofa
that's well-cared for should last
at least 10 years, so choose &
eolor you not only like now, but
hat you'li like a deeade from
now.

According to Pat Roubie, an
interior designer and regional
trainer for Ethun Allen, one
common mistake that people
make when looking for a sofa
is to sny that they want a cer-
tain style.

*They might sny they want

ys
that a full-size sofn is 90 inch-
cs, whichisagrent size ina
great room, But if your iving
space is a bit more diminutive,
then, she says, a condo sofaisa
good option. It still seats three,
but is 80 inches in length.

Kim snys regular i

incs,
Jessica McClintock and
Tommy Bahama.

With the McClintock sofas,
the customer chooses from
11,000 fabrics to coordinate
five fabrics on one sofi. The
base is one color, back pillows
another, aceent pillows yet
another fabric, and so forth,

“They all coordinate, and
theseare fTed. When

is key to a sofw’s longevity, and
of course, choosing a durable
fabric from the start.

“A very pet-friendly and
child-friendly fabric is
Sensuede, It is also the most
expensive, but it'’s very
durable,” she said.

A fabric trend that has been
reeciving more attention lately

you sit on them, they swallow
you up,” said Cassidy,

STYLE, PRICE

One trend that Cassidy has
also been noticing is the desire
to bring the outdoors inside.
His store also carries couches
that have a tropical wood

frame with wicker and tapes-
try, which customers alten mix
with weathered black or white
tables,

*“People never want to be too

“You want your rooms to
flow;” Wolle said.
Ethan Allen’s Roubie says

+ that it’s not just fabric, people

also look for ,lcu::tum. And she’s

far from the he said,
“So we have glass and stone
table tops and other natural
elements.”

At Walker Buzenberg, Wolle
says that most customers
choose a solid pattern for a
sof, and jazz it up with pillows
and perhaps a patterned chair,

*On an odd occasion we'll
get an order for an orange sofa,
and that's a lot of fun to take
that order;” said Up Country's
Kim,

But she also says her most
popular colors are sage, taupe

and gray.

“It's a lot casier to change &
wall color than a sofa,” she
said.

While neutrals and greens
are popular, Wolfe says she’s
sceing more reds and has even
noticed a resurgence of blue.
In homes with open plans and
great rooms, the key is to have
colors that correspond and
corrclate.

not surp at
often end up choosing leather.
*“Leather holds up well, but
natural leather docs show
bites, range marks and
wire scratches;” she said.
“Corrected leather shows less
of these characteristics.
Brushed leather is wonderful,
but it has a nape to it and pet
hair will adhere to it
Leather is also typicaliy a
good choice if allergies arca
concern.
“Make sure stuffing is man-
made and not cotton,” said
Roubie. “M: de fabrics are

(No-oF) I’

fabric. If a fabric sofa costs .
61,300, its leather counterpart

would be closc to $2,000.

‘Though sofas obviously have |
a wide price range depending
on make, style, fabric and
frame, an average sofa will run
about §2,000. .

‘While there are stores that
scll floor modcls for the cus-
tomer who need it yesterdny,
most furniture stores encour-
age the customer to choose the
exact colors and style they
want. A typical wait once the
order is placed is from six to 10

‘WecKs.

But before you get over-
whelmed by choices, do your
homework. Do you like a tradi- -
tional look? Then a sofa witha
plented skirt, an attached back ©
and a rofled arm will probably 3
suit you. .
* A'style popular with the age ©
2510 35 crowd is the transi-
tional style. It's not quite con- *
temporry, but more hip than
traditional. A sofa in this genre |
would have no skirt, perhaps
show a tapered leg, havea ‘
squared-off back and havea |
flat arm. .

Contemporary style isvery .
free-form, is void of pillows for;
the most past, often has ultra-
colorful fabries, and may mix
steel on the legs,

And if you're just not sure
what you want, don't be afraid
toask,

Many designers are so famil-
iar with the areas they serve
that they know the layouts of
houses in subdivisions, They
know how to ask the right
ions about room size,

more hypoatlergenic and less
likely to absorb moisture and
create mold,”

At Classic Interiors, Konat
says that leather is “very in.

“Familics buy it because it
outlasts other fabrics 20 to
one,” he said.

And price-wise, the same
size leather sofa will typically
cost less than twice the price of
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and, more importantly, can
help guide you to the sofs
that's right for you. .
And when you sink into your .
new sofa after 2 long, hard day
on the planet Earth, whether it
has flat arms, rollgd arms or
sleck contours may not matter. |
‘What docs count is that those
arms will always be ready to
enfold you with a big embrace.
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