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Jewish Ensemble Theatre celebrates its bar mitzvah

8Y LIROA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

So what's a Catholic boy from
- Warren doing directing a spool’
on a bar mitzvah party?

Greg Trzakoma is having a
laugh while helplng to ralse
funds for the Jewish Ensemble
Theatre, a nonprofit profession-
2] theater company dedicated to
making a difference, The theater
professor from Wayne State
University Is always looking for
a good time, Jeffrey Eric
‘Tischler's Bar Mitzvah at Temple
1arael in West Bloomfield
Sunday, Nov. 3 is no exception -
and probably more enjoynble
than his Jast role as the rotund
letter O in the Detroit Piston's
commercial. The bar mitzvah

roduction after all does cele-
gmlc the theater turning 13.
Jeffrey Erie Tischler s really
JET in disguise,

“It's going to be fun,” said
‘Trzakoma. It's not a serious
affair but there will be some
serious moments when we
‘honor people who've been
instrumentn) in keeping JET
alive through the years, The
biggest thing was for mc to
learn about bar mitzvah - a cer-
emony and party held whena
young girl or boy turns 13 and
becomes an adult in the cyes of
the community and with that
comes responsibility.

“But I had good teachers. I
carned my union card at the
Jewish Ensemble Theatre, Half
the people who meet me on the
strect think I'm Jewish. I've
learned a lot about being
Jewish just being around JET
and directing the children's the-
ater camp at the Jewish
Community Center”

1t's obvious that guests don’t
have to be Jewish or an actor to
have fun participating in the
interactive dinner theater pro-
duction put on by the Jewish
Ensemble Thentre of West
Bloomfield, Jonathan Frank, an
attorncy from Bloomfield
‘Township, is just enjoying the
process of creating the produc-
tion. He wrote the original
script before joining forces with
‘Trzakoma who spent 18 months
on the road with the national
touring company of Second
City.
"After a bar mitzvah or bat

Bradley Gonlk plays Jelfrey Erlc Tischl
Jeflrey Eric Tischler's Bar Mitzvah Rov. 3 at Temple lsrael also will ralse
funds for the theater,

er In 2 spoof on a bar mitzvah party.

JET BAR NITZVAH

What:

Jewish Ensemble Theatre
presents a spoof on Jeffrey
Eric Tischler's (JET's) Bar
Mitzvah party all to benefit
the professional theater

When: 6:30 p.m. curtaln
Sunday, Nov. 3

Where; Temple israel,
West Bloomfield

Tickets: .
$100 to join Jeffrey's innel
circte of friends, or up to
§2.500 to be designated a
mom or dad.

Call (248) 768-2900

: |

mitzvah there’s typically a
party, said Frank, JET board
president. “There will be hors
d'ouvres in the lobby of Temple
Isracl, dinner and toasts in the
Social Hall. It's a spoof of a bar
mitzvah party, not a service, It's
like Tony o’ Tina's Wedding
with a group of nctors playing
family, the boy. Star Trax is pro-
viding the DJ, dancers and
light. It's interactive improvisa-
tional with scripted stuff, The
father has gone over budget
and as a result is obsessed with
keeping costs down. Someone
takes a plate of hors d'ouvres
and he wanis to make sure they
cat them all or give them to
somcane who will. Onc grand-
father is & gambler and hasa.
hard time focusing on the fes-
tivities. The other grandparcnts
are arguing. This is the way
they've been living for the last
50 years. The bar mitzvah boy
(played by Bradley Gonik who
performed in JETs
Conversations With My Father)
is mortified his parents have
forgotten to invite his friends
and his father has bought hima
suit way too big so he can grow
intoit,

*What's not a spoof'is honor-
ing people who've been instru-

mental. The challenge {s to get
people to understand about the
Dorfman Foundation Youth
‘Education Services Program.
‘We're not just theater. That's
half of what we do. We reached
0,000 kids last year, 10,600
with a production of The Diary
of Anne Frank ot Masonic
Temple.

Evclyn Orbach is especially
proud of the outreach program
and the theater she originally
coneeived the idea for some 15-
years ago. YES, JET's Youth
Education Scrvices presents
stimulating theater programs
that focus on the end results of
hate, bullying and name cail-
ing. Orbach stars in Dear
Esther, a story about onc of the
survivors of the escape from
Sobibor, a Nazi death camp,

“In the Jewish community
this is = momentous occasion
when a child reaches 13" said
Orbach. "We thought about
ow are we going to celebrate
this. We're not a child. We'rea
theater. Jonathan had the idea
of a spoof and it was only natu-
ral to turn it into theater. He
started to write a script and
Greg sald it would be more fun
ifwe did it Second City style.

“It's our major fund-raiser of

Orbach doesn't wanttotake  opened with a panel discussion
all the credit for the youth the-  on the mystery of creativi
ater program or presenting with author Elmore "Dutch®
thought provoking theater such  Leonard, percussionist Efe Bes,
as last season’s The Laramie and JET and Performance
Project about the murderofa  Network sct designer Monika
young gay man or the produc-  Essen who also is properties
tion continuing to Nov. 3, designer for Michigan Opera
Tommy J & Sally, Mark ‘Theatre,
Medoff's play about an African “I couldn’t move step one
American man struggiing with  without kindred spirits,” said
issues of race, religion and per-  Orbach, JET's artistic director.
sonal identity, That kind of pro- "It took 2 1/2 years of people to
gramming won the theater sev-  gather and meet once a week
eral awards last year but for brenkfast to create machin-
Orbach coutdn't pull it off ery to roll into production and

- alone, She had to have help not  incorporate in March 1989,

only putting on the productions  There are any number of peo-
but starting a Stop Hate ple who've been instrumental,
Campaign and partnering with  the Dorfman Foundation
organizations such as the Family Youth Theater to start
NAACP last year. The program  the outreach program,
includes workshops designed “1want JET not to be scen as
by Plymouth /di an ization but &

Gillian Eaton as a way to pro-
vide diversity and sensitivity
training for businesses, com-
munity-based organizations
and schools.

On more of an entertaining
note, this year the theater

the year, half of the morcthan  began a guest artist scrics fea-
$600,000 budget goestoout-  turing a production of Shylock
rveach programs. We gave 115 by Royal Shakespeare alumnus
performances in schools last Gareth Armstrong Nov. 6-24
year plus Annie Frank. This fall  and o play looscly bascd on a
we're doing 73 in work istopt by
schools. People don't under- Mosaic Youth Theatre of

stand how much that costs” Detroit April 5-6. The series

that continues to help. There's
a real need for it. It's a tool for
change and progress. Theater
is an instrument in the com-
munity for exploring ideas,
observing and participating - a
place to have things said and
thought about in a non-threat-
ening situation. It's taken alot
of peaple to get it to this place.
Now we need people to come
in and fill those seats. Tell
them to come”
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OCTOBER 17-NOVEMBER 3

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 2-9pm
SATURDAY, 10am-9pm
SUNDAY, 10am-6pm
Visit six exquisitely designed, built and Jandscaped homes. Each home has been uniquely
created by the area's leading archilects, builders and designers. Fabulous new homes
seflccting the latest in architectural, interior design and landscaping concepts. An Incredible
‘source for furnishing and decorating Ideas. Endless possibilitles for every taste.
ADMISSION: ADULTS-$7, CHILDREN UNDER 12-FREE

Turnbe:

Orton Township

o

Located on Indlanwood Road
between Joslyn and Baldwin  Sposored by

FREE PARKING
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For tickets:

MmN

o Sat}uday, November 9 2:00 & 7:30 p‘;m.
' Sunday, November 10 1:00 p.m.

TicketMaster: 248-433-1515 Box Office: Event Info 313-471-6611
SRR TicketMaster.com Nutcracker.com

Tiél;g:Mu'ter Outlets: Fox Theatre Box Office, Hockeytown Authentics (Troy),
- Joe Louis Box Office, Harmony House, Marshall Fields

:: * Children's Dance Cootdinators: Chistine Sickle, Sickle's Dance Gallery
;o and Dorl Matkowski, Dance Dynamics
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October 20 through
January 12

Slip backstage Into the glamour
and drama of the Parls ballet with one
of its most passionate observers,
master Impressionist Edgar Degas.
Shall we dance?-
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