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Y JULIE YOLLES
CORRESPONDINT

‘When Paul Thomas
Anderson, the director of the
Academy Awnrd-nominated
films Boogie Nightsand
Magnolia, wrote the new film
Punch-Drunk Love, he did it
with two things in mind. First,
he'd write the script for Adam
Sandler who would play the
Jead character, Barry Egan, n
hardworking, offbeat and,
oftentimes, erratie guy who is
hen-pecked by his seven sisters,
entangled in a phone-sex con-
versation gone awty and, some-
how, manages to find instant
Tove with Lena Leonard, played
by British actress Emily
Watson.

That's the second thing
Anderson had in mind, writing
the role of Lena for Watson,
What he didn't have in mind
was who would play Sandler's
sisters. Anderson knew he
wanted non-actars - no divas,
no pre-conccived actor
methodologies - just regular
chicks who could banter with
the best of them at a big family
dinner scene, while heckling
and putting down their brother,
as "regular” siblings often do.

S1X DEGREES OF

Enter Aaron Welnberg, a 36-
year-old independent film pro-
ducer, who grew up in West
Bloomficld and now livesin
L.A. Instend of six degrees of
Kevin Bacon, these days, it's
more like six degrees of Aaron
Weinberg. For, you see,
Weinberg and his wife, Blasi,
are friends with Paul Thomas
Anderson's casting director's
Dbrother. The brother told his
sister, Casting Director
Cassandm Kulukundis, that
Weinberg had some non-ncting
sisters who could probably pass
for Sandler’s sisters,

Kulukundis called
‘Weinberg's older sister, Lisa W,
Spectar, and nsked to meet with
her and Speetor’s younger sis-
ter, Mia Weinberg. And, over
coffee and snacks at Mia's LA,
apartment, the three met for
two hours, talking about grow-
ing up in a large, close-knit
family in Michigan. They
showed pictures of every family
member and just chatted casu-
ally. That chatting led to an
audition with Paul Thomas
Anderson and other sister
prospects.

A few weceks later, Speetor
got the call: “You and your sis-
ter, Min, are in the movie.”

“It was completely hilarious,
because I'm not an actress,”
laughs Spector, age 37, who is
prominently featured in the
dinner scenc as well as one

Adam Sandler and his seven “slsters” In the new movie Punch-Drunk Love.

phone conversation with
Sandler, *Ilive in L.A, with
tons of people around me who
are in the business or want to
be in the business and we get
called that we're in this major
film with Adam Sandler, It was
sa exciting, and funny at the
same time,”

A SHEAR DELIGHT

Even more funny, and very
ironic, is that while the
Weinberg siblings - Lisa, 37;
Aaron, 36; Mia, 3+: and
Matthew, 32; used to be in the
high school and camp plays, it's
their mother, Henrictta
Hnm)'ul'm, who's been an
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Tooks very much like Sandler’s
actual sister.

CAN WE BE FRARK

Once the casting for the sis-
ters had been completed,
Spector got a call o few weeks
Inter from the casting director
that they needed to replace
some of the sisters and could
she call Spector’s first cottsins,
Julic Hermelin Frank and
Karen Hermelin Borman, who
grew up in Bingham Farms, By
thic time the original dinner
seene was shot, Lisa Spector
was in it with two of her ¢hil-
dren, Mason, 8 1/2; and Isaac,
4 1/2 and her housekeeper; Min

B P
actress since 1958. Hermelin
currently stars as a wealthy
Grusse Pointe socialite in the
whodunit comedy Shear
Madness at the Gem Theatre
in Detroit.

At age four, Hermelin started
studying ballet. Itwasasa
dancer that she got her profes-
sional Actors Equity union
card. Growing up, Hermelin
vecalls, she and her brother
David Henmelin, the former
U.S, Ambassador to Norway
who passed away in November
2000, would spend Saturdays
watching double features at the
Fox Theatre. And, at family
functions, you could always
find Henrictta and David gath-
ered around the piano, per-
forming songs from musical
comedivs, with their nine kids
and David's wife, Dorcen,
singing along,

“When [ had to go in for the
audition with Paul Thomns
Anderson, | was freaked out
because I get very nervous read-
ing in public - which is obvious-
1y not a Weinberg/ Hermelin
trait,” said Min Weinberg who
was told by Sandler that she

berg; Julie Hermelin
Frank and her husband,
Mitchel}; and Karen Hermelin
Borman and her daughter,
Maddie.

The first dinner scene was
cut (along with Mitchell Frank
and Maddie Borman) and Jater
reshot to what nudienices will
sec when Punch-Drunk Love
opens in Michigan Friday, Oct.
2%, Spector says that in the
first cut, there was nlot of
swearing and a food fight -
which Spector's kids thorough-
ly enjoyed., And while Speetor,
who was 8 1/2 months preg- e

was born a few wecks later on
February 10, 2001

“Because Lisa was pregnant,
she got a star trailer witha
couch init. So Julie, Karen and
1 would congregate at Lisa’s
trailer and we'd all sit zround
and talk about everything and
faugh,” said Mia, who is single
and 2 gemologist in Los Angeles.
*Can you believe that we're in
this big Hollywood mavie?™
they'd nsk themselves rhetorical-
Iy, “We have friends who are
actors who would give their left
arm to be in a Paul Thomas
Anderson movie and hcnf we

ifteen minutes of fame times four

Henrietta Hermelln :

dressed as they would for a nor-  tured in television commer-
mal, everyday dinner - minimal  cials, on The Today Shos-and
makeup and all. “That’s partof  in previews at the movie the-
his craft and why, I would ater. “Now that it's being
imaginc, that he really wanted  advertised and other mothers
non-actors for the roles.” and the librarian from my kids'

So far, Punch-Drunk Love school are coming up to mc, it's
has received tremendous just a blast --something we
reviews and sut ial box never exp d would happen.”

I was star struck the whole
time,” added sister Mia. "It was
just so much fun, Jtwasan

office grosses in its limited-run
opening and, for Spector, the
impact of being in this film is

finully starting to sink in. amazing experience.”
[ wasn't nervous until I saw Meanwhile, they're not quit- .
myself on the big screen,” she ting their day jobs, Butthey're

said after seeing hersclf fea- well-beyond their 15 minutes...

are - the p
SEVEN SISTERS
FOR ONE BROTHER

Spector and Weinberg say
that Anderson is an excellent
director to wark with - very
focused, hands-on und very
much into reality.

Each day, the “sisters™ would
receive daily scripts, with very
few lines. Andersan would set
up the scene - a bunch of sisters
who have teased their brother
(Sandler) for his whole life and
who have called him names,
laughed at him and embar-
rassed him. From there,
Anderson wanted impr‘oﬁisc’d

nant at the time, was supp

to be on partinl bed rest, she
made the 6:30 a.m. drive ta the
set in the San Fernando Valley
every morning because, after
all, it's not everyday that you
get cast in a film directed by
Paul Thomas Anderson, who
recently won Best Director for
Punch-Drunk Love at the 2002
Cannes Film Festival.

*They finally put meina
wheelchair and would push me
back and forth from my teailer
beeause they didn't want me
having the baby on the set,” said
Spector, whose dnughter, Lola,

Taw

and rapid-fire -- just like the
family dinners that the
Weinberg/Hermelin's were very
familiar with,

Anderson went so far as to
ask Spector specifically what
she makes for her Friday night
dinners, which now include her
blended family of five kids and
husband, Neal, With Spector's
input, they had chicken and
rice for the actual dinner seene.

“I really got a sensc that Paul
appreciates the real part of life,”
said Spector, who was told that
they should come to the shoot
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**Punch-Drunk Love’ leaves you addled, a litile dizzy
and overcame by a pleasing, unplaceable sensation —

one best summed up in the movie’s title.
AQ. Scaty, The New York Tims.

ANDERS(N

DRU

NK LOVE

aou:

L ADAM SANDLER (MY VRATSON
‘ PHIER SEYMOUR BOLIMAN ity L/MAR

HEVILUTIAN §

UMINS NEW LING
SELEAR GHOULARDY FLRA

NELL

< HOANNE SHUAR DANE LI P,

suaDaEE
R
s

wad
STLI FUAR2n

i

SIS DONCAL (WS
g onue e

e
BT SR LT Ui
wee o
I mwan | o
2y An TR ue LSS

]

“Pormla 51' s refreshing devious fun.§ :
It's a blast!”
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