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Trojans perfect 8-0 in Metro Conference

Livonia Clarenceville
wrapped up its fourth consee-
utive unbeaten football season
in the Metro Conference
Fridny with a 16-8 triumph
over visiting Bloomficld Hills
Cranbrook,
¢ 8-1 Trojans, last year's
m 5 state rmnner-up,
also be making their fifth
straight playoff appearance.

Clarenceville, despite losing
three fumbles, is 32-0 in the
Metro Conference over the
past four years.

The Trojans’ junior tailback

JefF Fioretti ran for 147 yards
in 28 carries and two touch-
downs in the muddy track. He
scored on u pair of l-yard
touchdown runs.

Cranbrook (6-3, 5-3) struck
on its first series when Ryan
Karolak seampered 56 yards
and converted on the two-
pointer for an 8-0 first-quar-
ter lead for the Cranes.

Fioretti answered with his
first TD in the second period
and added the two-point con-
version on a dive play.

In the third quarter, Fioretti

scored what proved to be the
game-winning TD.
Quarterback Josh Silvernail
hit tight end Ryan
Bicrschbach for the two-point
converston,

In the final period,
Clarenceville’s Anron Allison
and Justin Robbins each
picked off Cranbrook pusses to
preserve the win.

Defensively, senior line-
backer Andrew Shaw had o
team-high 17 tackles, while
junior defensive tackle Frank
Pointer had n scason-high

four sacks. Silvernail con-
tributed nine tackles and was
6-of-8 passing for 48 yards.

Clarenceville had the edge
in total offensc, 222-214. The
‘Trojans rushed for a total of
174 yards.

DELASALLE 3, COUNTRY DAY 0: & viclory
would have quaranteed Courtry D2y a spal
in next weex's opening-round of Lhe <tate
playolls, but tollawing Fritay’s hearibreak
ing deteat to Watren De La Salle, lhe Yeilow
Jackets must now sit and wait.
Robact Miller's 34-yard (lel¢ goal with
0:09 remaining proved o be Lhe ditterence

in1he game on 3 salny night in Birmingham,

The defeat (efl the Yellow Jackets hold-
ing 4 4+4 record and hoping theic sirength
of schedufe aliows them 1o sneak Iato post-
season play.

“We have to hope for some fuck” DCD
coath Dan Maclean.

“They (De La Salle) played the Xind of
qame they had 1o play « Aeepaway. We neves
moved the ball and never had any really
qoodchances™ -

MacLean offered peaise for his defense,
ptimarily the etforts of Jay Leybourne.

For De La Salle, 1he win was No. 6 on the
season and assured 1he Pilols aof 8 playolt
berlh. .

LUMEN CHRISTI 25, OLSM 14: Orchard Late
S1. Mary's 2002 foolball season came to 3

close Thursday In Jackson.

The Eaglets couldn't pmlm ar0 hnl
time (ead a3 Gaelen Callshanied Jackson
Lumen Christl rallied for 8 2514 victory at
Wilhingtan Commynity Stadi

OLSM {3-6) dropped its finat three Qames
foltowing & 13-0 win over Redford Calhalic
Central in Week 6.

Callahan scored on cuns of 7 and 34
yards duting 8 35-secand span of the thid
qarter,

The second louchdown was s2t up by a
St Mary's fumbe on a kickoll.

B.J. Carter's 2-yard louchdown run with
355 (e]t in the Ihird quarter gave the Titans
2187 advantage.

OLSM closed within 19-14 on Josh Martin's
15-yard sun, but the Caglets would get no
closer,
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steady rain turning the mid-
dle of the field to mud, both
offenses struggled to move

the ball.
But the Raiders were a little
more successful, outgaining
the Falcons 113-92 on the
ground and +7-3 through the
.

“Conch (offensive coordina-
1or Rick} Lee keeps harping
on that to the kids - that
we're going to be able ta
throw the ball in any condi-
tions,” Burrell said, *We prac-
tice that and it certainly was
the difference.”

As Burrell predicted, mis-
also played a role, espe-
ally given the weather and

plu ying conditions.

The Fuleons lost three fum-
s, the Raiders two;
mington was penalized
five times for 60 yards, North
two for 10,

“When you play in condi-
(mlls like that, the team that

S sful is the tenm
fewer wistakes,
had way too many
turnovers and penaltics,”
Farmington coach John
I'mhlLl said,
hey made one big play
and we didn’t. When condi-
tions are like that, that’s the
difference in the game. They
played well; they deserved to
win that b.xllg'\mc.

After an exchange of fum-
bles in the second quarter,
North capitalized on Steve
Kahn's recovery at the
Farmington 47 d line for a
six-play scoring d

Smith, who was $-of-
passing, connected with tight
end Will tathawey for a 15-
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time when Adnms scored from
5 yards at the end of a nine-
play, 69-yard drive with 4:06
IRt in the second quarter.
After Harrison stopped West
Bloomfield {4-5) to start the
sccond half, Woods scored his
final TD at 7:15 in the third,
Charles Pickett, who rushed
cight times for 93 yards and
three TDs, scored the next two
‘I'Ds on runs of 9 and 30 yards
1ate in the third period, boost-
ing the Hawks' lead to 48-13.
Adams passed 55 yards to
Zach Hilbers at 10:57 in the
fourth, Pickett scored his third
TD at 6:49, and Harrison’s
Chris Sutton picked upa

yard gain to the 21,

After two running plays
went nowhere, McComb
caught the TD pass in the end
zone with 3:06 left in the
half. -

A Farmington defensive
back was positioned in front
of McComb, but he slipped
and fell as the ball arrived,

1n the third quarter, North
drave to the Farmington 14,
but Lambert was wide on an
attempted field goal from 31
yards. Other than that, nei-
ther team threatened to score,

‘The Falcons got the ball for
the final time at the Raiders’
48 with 4:13 remaining, but
four straight pass plays
resulted in in completions,

On third down for North, a
personal foul penalty against
the Falcons gave the Raiders
a first down and allowed
them to run out the clock
with 1:35 lef\.

“There was no doubt they
played well defensively,”
Bechitel said.

“They did what they had to
do, and that was to play nine
people in the box.

“They had to do that to shut
us down and, because of the
conditions, we were unable to
get the ball to the perimeter.
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Nosth Farmington’s Gary Kennedy recovers a fumble, ane of three Farmington
turnovers, Teammate Marcus McComb fs on top of the play, too. *

“We were stuck in that
quagmire between the 20 and
50 most of the night, and we
just couldn’t get out of it.
When we did, we were out of
timeouts and had to throw
the ball, because there wasn't
alot of time left.

“They did to us what we
thought they would, and they
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got the better of us today.
‘They were well prepared and
did a nice job.”

Farmington's Eric
Halberstadt was the game's
leading rusher with 72 yards
on 26 carries. The Falcons
had just four first down, the
Raiders nine.

"Any time we can hold a
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blocked punt and dits
yards for a louchdown with
2:09 remaining. Clay Richeson
added the PAT to account for
the 61-20 score.

Harrison had 411 rushing
yards and 33 passing.
Glinnnnm completed four of
scven passes, West Bloomfield
ind 207 yards on the ground
and 156 through the air. Adams
wns 4-0f-13; Ethan Bennett
caught two passes for 7+ yards.

Zerbo led the Harrison
defense with elght tackles,
Brandon Wilter and Pickett had
six stops each. Struble and
Mike Sncha had pass intercep-
tions; Willer and Ramy
Sulaiman had fumble recover-

i

es.

“The 12-time state champion
Hawks now begin preparation
for their 21st appearance in the
post-season playofls. Harrison
will be trying for its sixth con-
sccutive state title,
dornearaPoe homecommunet | (734) 953241
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strong and tough running
team like Farmington to
under a hundred yards it's n
big victory for us,” Burrell
said.

*“We have a couple guys we
call the Mighty Midgets (line-
backers Brandan Sitto and
Kahn).

“They came up real big
tonight, playing 2gainst a big-
ger and more physical team.”

North tailback Marcus
Thorntan gained 46 of his 52
yards in the second half and
was instrumental in the
Raiders doing a better job of
controlling the ball.

Ken Uy added 42 yards on
nine carrics, Smith 19 on 18
runs; Thornton rushed 16
times.

“Part of (Thornton's) pro-
dutetion, too, is the offensive
tine,” Burrell said.

“They really stepped it up.
At halftime they tel) us what
they think will work, and we
came up with a couple differ-
ent plays.

“Marcus ran hard and held
on to the ball. He got some
key first downs, and that kept
the clocking running.”

Bechtel gave the Raiders
credit for winning the game

and didn’t blame the loss on
the ficld conditions.

*“We didn't lose because it
was muddy,” he said. “We lost
because they outexecuted us
tonight.

*“The slow ﬁcld and mud
hurt our ability to run the
counter and pull our guards.
But, above all clse, it was .
turnovers and penaltics.
There was no doubt they were
the better team tonight”

Both tcams had qualificd
for the playoffs prior to
Friday night, and there's n
chance the two could meet
again later this week in n dis-
trict tournament game.

“Beating a quality
Farmington team definitely
gives us momentum going
into next week and a lot of
confidence,” Burrell said.

“I think we'll be ready to
play next week regardless of
who we play,” Bechtel said.
“Knowing our kids, my guess
is they're going to rebound
and respond in a positive
manner, because they don't
like the feeling they have
right now.”
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