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Rochester claims
Division 1 soccer title

BY C.J. RISAX
STAFF WRIFER

One — that proved to be the
number that mattered.

And it belonged to Rochester,
which nursed a first-half goal
scored by Christopher Tachoir
all the way to a Division 1 state
championship, edging Salem 1-
0 Saturday at Novis Meadows
Ficld.

For the Rocks, it was their
first loss after 17 straight wins;
they finish the scason at 20-5.

For the Falcons, it was their
fifth shutout in six state tourna-
ment matches — a span in
which they surrendered just
one goal. They finish the season
at 21-2-1,

Salem was making its sixth
appearance in the state finals,
with one championship (1995)
te its credit. Rochester was
making its first,

told them at halftime that if
you go back in the state final
archives, one gonl is usually the
difference, I just told them to
play with heart”

Certainly there were several
turning points in this match,
but it must start with Tacholr's

goal, scored with 9:32 left in
lhc ha!f and with Rochester
going against o strong wind.
Gonzalo Nespolo took a direet
kick from 40 yards and sent the
ball into the box in front of
Salem keeper Tom Huls,
‘Tuchoir got to it and tapped it
in for the only goal of the
match,

Defense took over after that,
And uhhough the Falcons were
appearing in their first state
final, it was the second in a row
for defender Adam Brent, who
played for co-champ University
of Detroit-Jesuit last year.

Brent was one of the plnyem

igned to marking Savi

In fact, it was
first-cver state dmmpmnship in
any sport.

In a game featuring teams
with great offensive strength,
few believed one goal would be
cnough to win. But it was.

“I would never have guessed
we'd be shut out,” Salem coach
Ed McCarthy sald. "That was
never even a possibility, But
Rochester did a great job
defensively, and they did a
great job on (Kevin) Savitskie.

*I'm heartbroken.”

‘The Rocks had relied on
Suyitskie and Brian Popency to
supply their offensive spark all
scason fang — which made
Rochester’s task straightfor-
sward cnough, Just stop those
two.

‘That's something teams have

~been trying to do all season and
have failed. Both have scored
more than 20 gonls

“All year long, we've played
strong defensively;” Rochester
coach Todd Heugh said. “We've
seen all the top soccer players
in the state except for Popency,
and we have tremendous depth
on defense.”

Indeed, the only goal in the
tournament Rochester has
allowed was an own goal sur-
rendered against Sterling
Heights Stevenson in the semi-
finals. And yet, even with such
a strong defense, did Heugh
believe one goal would be

cenough?
*“No," he d, “Ididn't. T

(along with Nespolo), and he
did it well; Savitskie was never
afactar,

Popency was, but with most
his delivery options elogged, he
was effectively neutralized by
Ryan Omilion and Thchoir.
Still, the threat was always
there, particularly on direct |

ICKS,

‘That's where keeper Gabe
Winberry camie into play, sav-
ing a half-dozen scoring oppor-
tunitics — three on dirccts
from Popency. The last came
with 4:06 to play; Popency's
restart got to Steve Shull, who
redirected it ot the goal, only to
be stopped by Winberry.

* saw a guy coming in and
he hit a shot low;” the senior
keeper said. “[ didn't hove time
to react, to get down. I just
dove at the ball, tiying to hit at
anything1 could 1t just hit me
and popped out.

Tt was the kind of play the 6-
foot-6 Winberry, in his first
season as a keeper, has been
delivering all season. “He a 6-6
monster out there,” Heugh said.

Onc other “one” factor that
favored Rochester throughtaut:
a step. The Falcons always
seemed to be one step quicker.
Certainly they listened well to
their conch,particutarly in the
closing minutes as he
screamed, “First to the ball”

They did just that, and clini-
nated Salem in the process,
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Knights lose in final
-to East Lansing, 2-1

BY NARTY BUDNER
STAFF WRITER

Leave it to coach Andy
Wagstaff to put things in prop-
er perspeclive,

After his youthful Bloomfield
Hills Lahser boys soccer squad
dropped the state champi-
onship game Saturday after-
noon to East Lansing, he
acknowledged the team'’s sensa-
tional playofT run and looked to
the fture,

“It’s no consolation to the
players right now, butit'sa
tremendous accomplishment
for them just to play in this
championship game,” said
Wagstail. "Let’s hope they can
get back here next year”

Enst Lansing gained a meas-
ure of revenge by defeating
Lahser, 2-1, at Lowell High
School for the Division II state
championship. It wasa
rematch of the 1999 state title
game that Laliser won in over-
tim

0.

e didn’t talk a lot about
that game two years ago. We
Just wanted to stay focused on
what we had to do to win this
game, said veteran East
Lansing coach Nick Archer.
“It's just a coincidence and it
certainly added n lot of interest
that it happencd to be the same
Lwo teams as 1999.

“We knew a lot about
{Lahser) and they knew alot
ahout us. We played themloa
2-2 tie back in August,” he said.
"I1u'y certainly have alot of tal-
ent”

Most of that talent will be
back, and that's what had
‘Wagstaff excited about next
season, Only three of Lahser's
starters ngainst East Lansing
were seniors, including goalie
Brandon Reed, midfielder Ryan
Drutchas - who was on that
1999 team - and forward Glen
Wicklund. The lonc junior
starters were sweeper Ryan

Doyle and midficlder Rob
Ranney.

‘The remaining players were
sophomores and freshmen.

“I've got a very, very young
team and I think we'll be back
agnin and hopefully go one step
further next year and win it,"
snid Wagstaff, whose team fin-
ished the season with an 18-3-+
overall record, “I ean't ask for
anything more than what the
guys gave todny;” he said. “They
gave me mcrylhmg. and, East
Lansing is a very strong team,
They're well-conched, have big,
athletic players and have more
upperclassmen than what we've
got and that probably showed
in the end.”

Lahser's youthful exuberance
showed itself at the game's
anset.

‘The Knights contralled the
first 20 minutes of nction, scor-
ing seven minutes into the
game to take n quick 1-0 lead.
Sophomore Bobby Casalon
booted the ball into a crowd of
players on o restart and Ranncy
used his height advantage and
leaping ability to hicad the ball
past Trojan goalic Pete Boss.

East Lansing slowly began to
pick up its play, Finally, with
just 49 seconds remaining in
the first half, the Trojans tied
the game on a restart when
junior forward Kevin Hagan
headed in the ball on an assist
from Dan Kelly.

“We did come out strong and
got the lead, T don't know if we
got burned out or not,” said
Wagstafl. “There's never o good
time to give up a goal, but to
give it up with 49 seconds left
in the half, it was heartbreak-
ing, That was a bit of r sucker-
punch for us”

It appeared as if the game
was headed into overtitme like
the 1999 clash, But, with just
5:51 remaining, East Lansing's
John Tshiamaln booted in the
game-winning goal.
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The Latest Fashions
In EVERY Department

Misses’* Men's * Women’s Sizes *Big &Tall
Juniors’ * Kids'* Footwear * Accessories & More

SAVE 50-707

Off Department & Big Discount Stores

Hurry.In!
STARTS TODAY

A.J. Wright.

A whole lot more for a whole ot less, Every day.e

Oak Park, Rodford, Roseville, SBouthgate
and Westland

For nearest location ca!l 1-800-SHOP-AJW




