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Respect C'ville's
hiring process

When popular Superintendent Thomas Tattan
announced he was leaving for Waterford, Clarenceville
school officials were left with a very large pair of shoes to fill.

In their selection of a highly qualified candidate and their
handling of the hiring process, they have demonstrated an
openness and a willingness to listen to their school com-
munity. This is the way government should work.

Interim Superintendent Cheryl Leach has, in just a few
months, gained support from administrators, staff and
the families in this small district. We respect her dedica-
tion and enthusiasm for the job, which she literally
altered her life's plan to accept.

More imp ly, b we applaud CI rille
officials for giving the public a chance to talk to Leach
and ask the kinds of questions people should ask of their
district’s head honcho, Whether people took advantage of
the opportunity, officials couldn't have made it more con-
venient, hosting a kind of “open house" at a time when
staff members and parents could attend.

They also opened up her formal job interview to the
public, holding at a 6 p.m. study session prior to their
regulur meeting tonight (Thursday).

Sure, it's casier to open up the hiring process in a small-
er community, easier still when your choice is a popular
one. But we would point out that any fresh air makes for
a fine atmosphere, no matter where you live,

If all goes as planned, in December school board mem-
bers will officially offer Leach a job for which she has
demonstrated strong ability, in o district to which she has
shown unswerving dedication. By agreecing to open her-
self to serutiny, Leach has also shown parents and staff
members the kind of leadership they can expect.

No matter what the outcome, she and everyone clse
involved in this process deserves their community’s
respect and admiration.

Arts supporters
need creativity

Supporters of a half-mill arts tax have a good idea why
the ballot measure failed for a second time on Nov. 5,

Proposal K spokesperson Steve Hamp, President of
Henry Ford Museum and Greenficld Village, acknowl-
edged in post-clection comments, *Voters had to make
tough choices with the poor state of the economy.”

That's true - and voters have made their priorities
clear. Along with approving millions in state bond money
to improve aging water and sewer pipes this time around,
in August, voters in Oakland and Wayne Counties
approved funds for SMART buses and Wayne County vot-
ers agreed to shell out more for special education.

It’s not likely arts supporters will come back a third
time. Hamp told a panel of Obscrver & Eccentric editors
before the election that if Proposal K failed, the organiza-
tions involved won't come together again for what has
been a failing effort to gain broad public support.

While we supported putting this measure on the ballot, we
believe it's now time to put the arts tax to bed. The demand
for public funding of essential services is already enormous;
an anticipated billion-dollar state budget deficit will only put
more weight on the shoulders of local taxpayers.

However, that doesn’t mean the 18 organizations affili-
ated with Proposal K - Wright Museum of African
American History, College of Creative Studies, Cranbrook
Art Museum, Cranbrook House & Garden, Cranbrook
Institute of Science, Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit
Historical Museum, Detroit Science Center, Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, Detroit Zoo, Henry Ford Museum/
G 1d Village, Hol » ial Center, M
Brook Hall, Mendow Brook Theatre, Music Hall,
Michigan Opera Theatre and WTVS Public Television -
should stop trying to raise funds and rally support.

They all rallicd behind a political campaign, why not a
private regional funding campnign? Arc there ways these

p entities could coop 1o offer special events or
membership deals that would encourage more patrons to
support their efforts?

Every one of the organizations and local arts groups that
would have benefited from this small tax contribute in tan-
gible and intangible ways to our quality of life. Their suc-
coss is critical to the revitalization of the Detroit metropoli-
tan area, and we urge citizens to continue to support them,

More importantly, however, Proposal K supporters
should do what they do best and respond to the challenge
of continued funding ...creatively.
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Generosity is & way of life for many businesses and citlzens in our communitles, as demonstrated by Adrian Qwens, owner of Paps Jaha's Plzza,
Farmington Area Rotary Club member Jim Fleischer recently presented an award recognizing Owens’ support of a variety of worthwhile causes in the

Farmington/Farmington Hllls area.

Dear Mr, Power

Write about something new - as if the
last clection and all the ones before that
did not “go too far™. Where have you been?
1 say hurray for the advertising and the
campaigns that pay for it. I am voting yes
on Proposal +. I grant you that it may not
be the best proposal ever written; howev-
er, it is money slotted for stop smnkixlg R

LETTERS

the death penalty acteally

id has ided all the timeless

campaigns... The moncy is not i
to go taward “metit” scholarships,

Morcover, do you really belicve that
opponents of Proposal 4 have not “gone too
far” with their advertising? Wherc s the
concern over newsprint on the deleterious
effects not getting these scholarships will
have? What a hardship! Do you think these
well deserving young men and women may
have to get a job? How horrific!

If these scholarships are going to make
or break a students chance to go to col-
lege - then they and their parents are just
so stupid that the kids should not even be
allowed into college,

Plense, enlighten those of us who start-
ed working at nges 14, 15 16..and man-
aged to get through college attending
night classes, working full time and taking
on any extra work we could find.
Enlighten those of us who did not geta
dime from mommy, daddy or anyone else.

Enlighten those of us who did not qual-
ify for financial aid or had the door closed
in our facrs when we tried to get student
1oans. Enlighten those of us who not onl;
worked but also had to take out p 1

homicidal tendencies in peaple? laws we need for a. Jjust society.

5. In the last two years please indicate Jerry Smith
how many prisoners on death row have Farmington
behe‘n lﬁ:md nﬁt guilty of thecgiimc for Gull n d
which he or she was sentenced? as

6. How manty people in Michigan have been u tv charge
found innocent of the crime of homicide after Phil Power, in a recent column, eriticized
spending years in prison? Pl on e nonpartisan Mackinac Center for Public
the Eddie Joe Lloyd case which recently Policy for objecting to the state of Michigan
Tecelv i th d ding $10 million of taxpayers fun

ved prublicity Pop
alleged confessed murderer who was innocent.
4. Do you favor executing individuals
who have committed homicide as a minor
under the age of 18?7
Chief Dv:yer, you certainly know that
the answers to the above questions do not
support bringing back the barbarism of
the death pennlty to Michigan. The issue
is divisive and will not help in reducing
the deplorable crimes of homicide.
Paul Rosen
Southfield

Election reflections

Another election has comeand gone, and,
as before, gncmnn mantra about 'cl?'uui your,

(and undisclased amounts of federal funds)
1o help the Nature Conservancy pu: :
850,000 ucres of Upper Peninsula land.

Mr. Power criticized the Center for hay-
ing a strong reflex to support pure mar- >,
ket-based activities. )

‘To thot I say: guilty as charged. Mr.
Power, as chairman-elect of the Michigan
chapter of the Nature Conservancy, should
be proud of his organizations accomplish-
ments. Using primarily private funding,
the Conservancy claims aver 12 million
acres of U.S, land under its protection.

‘We applaud that effort, and simply sug-
gest that the Michigan chapter secure
private funds for this project as well,
rather than relying on already cash-

d state or federal governments,

Alﬁmdnnce,\{thmmsonnh]csimc

‘The reason the Mackinac Center favors

p ity of private

eveninenvie

the law, thell and the law free markets {s that we take liberty serious-
that we choose have such a signl! effect Iy and 3 i
on our lives (taxes, educati gulnti ction over central plannk

zoning, ete.). But do we, the people, belleve

that the law should be lisnited, as Frederick

Bastint said, to being “orgnnized justice”
defending and theft, murder

‘bank loans to finish school.

Mr. Power, you write ...something like
3 million a year would go to threc guys in
Lansing...” You imply that all these big
bad private entities are going to spend
this money with no accountability. My
question then is, just who or what is goling
to monitor the progress of the meritorious
students should Proposal 4 get defeated?
‘To whom will they be accountable?

and fraud) or do we believe the law is a pow-
erful tool with the possibility of doing s0
much "good”...if only it were organized and
enforced the “right way™?

As long as we believe the latter, as most
do, elections will always be critical since
there are Jimitless possible ways of chang-
ing the law to collect and redistribute the
labor and property of individual citizens
for the “common good™. With such a view

ronmental preservation. We share this
belief with many environmentalists and
scholars, including recent Nobel prize-
winning economist Vernon L. Smith,

Mr. Power belicves that he and Lansing
and Washington politicians know how to
spend our money better than wedo, and I
politely disagree. Qur familles have their
own needs and interests, including environ-
mental conservation. If Mr, Power wants to
persuade us that his project is more impor- -
tant than ours, let him do so in the time-
‘Thonored trdition of voluntary philanthro~

. py, not with the force of government.

Mary Slcan  of the law, it behooves every citizen to The Nature Conservancy has shown
Hils become politically active, whether it be for  what grivnw initiative can accomplish; they
defensive (don't take that from me), offen-  should continue i noble traditi
Dear Chief Dwyer sive (give me my share) or altruistic (they Josaph P, Ovorten
should get that) purposes. senlor vice president
Tty indicated in the metsopoliton news-  But f we subscribed 1o the former definl- Mackinac Center for Public Pol
papers that you're leading n drive to bring tion of the law, who could or would argue ublic Policy
Texas to Michignn, i.e, restoring capital pun-  with a few rules that said, “Thou shalt not

ishment to Michigan and destroying 150
years of a civilized criminal justice system.

Certainly you have a right to speak out on
the subject, izut as a taxpayer in Farmington
‘Hills, I request you justify the use of taxpay-
ertime on this project. It would be impor-
tant that you answer the follawing:

1, Is the homicide rate in Michigan
higher or lower E}mn in Texas or any

steal’, "Thou shalt not kill” and “Though
shalt not bear fulse witness™ How impor-
tant would elections be if the only fanction
of elected office wns to make sure these few,
unanimous rules were enforeed?

We've got a new mix of ideas in
Washington and Lansing, Republican and
Democrat, more or less in line with our
indlv'lslunl idens of the correct way to

other comparable capital p
state? Please provide n range of dates.

2, Are there any *scientific” studles which
provide substantial proof that capital punish-
ment is more appropriate than life without
parole s deterrent to first degree homicide?

3, Please be kind enough to provide
evidence of studies that would provide
the opposite conclusions referred to in
your answer to question 2 obove.

4. Is there any “scientific evidence” that

vt ciety. But not yone will be
satisfied with the plans implemented
these officinls, In two years, times will dic-
tate new jdeas and new plans, Elections
will require us, once again, to go out and
vote “to protect ourselves’, “to get our
share” or to “help the disenfranchised”.

Maybe I'm too simple minded, but 1
have a hard time regarding a constantly

changing suite of laws reflecting the fick-

1e views of the majority as justice when

* SHARE YOUR OPINIONS °

We welcome your letters to the editor, Please
[nclude your name, address and phone aumber
for veslfication. e ask that your letters b2 400
words or fess. We may edit for clarlty, space and
content.
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