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South Florida has cultural appeal

BY NORMA AND WENDY SCHONWETTER
CORRESPONDENTS

Is South Florida beckoning to
you ta enjoy the winter warmth
or o velaxing cruise? Then don't
miss South Beach, the crown
Jjewel of South Florida.

South Deach, occupying less
than two square miles on the
southern tip of Miami Beach has
developed its own identity. Once
the bastion of Jewish imml-
grants and wintering tourists
from thie North, South Beach has
much toofler. 1t hasbecome
known for its Art Deco Historie
District and is on the National
Register of Historic Places
because of the large concentra-
tion of classic 1920s and 1930s
architeeture located there, Once
a retirement district on the
decline, it hns been revitalized
and redeveloped, It is a hot spot
for locals, tmnsplanted celebri-
ties and tourists, With its golden
beaches and trendy restaurants,
clulys, fashion boutiques and art
galleries, South Beachisa
favorite year-round playground
for people of all ages.

The cheery pastel pinks, bright
aqua and cannry yellows of
South Beach'’s Ocean Drive
hotels are in stark contrast to the
poignant Holocaust Memorinl
nearby, Constructed of
Jerusalem stonc and marble,
Tife-sized sculptures of Holocaust
victims struggle to climb an out-
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§ A peaceful beach at sunrise In South Florida,

IFYOU 60
Lido Spa: (800) 327-8363 or

g0 to Web site
www.lidospacom -
Information and vacation
planner: Call Greater Miami

Sallors and sunbalhers eajoy the ocean in South Florlda. Convention & Visitors

stretchedbronzearmandhand  and a marble torah reading plat-  entirely in beads, rich tapestry, Bureau at (8,88) 76:MiAMI or

reaching skyward. Litup at form. Stunning chandclicrsand  and works of Toulouse-Lautree go to Web site

night, itisastartlinglybeautiful  sconces are among the fabulous  are notewortly: Currently closed,  www.miamiandbeaches.com

image. artdeco items featured. the muscum Is undergoing an Norton Mus t Ak

A few blocks farther down expansion and is due to open 0n M 9“‘” i
MUSEUMS ‘Wash(ngton Avenue is The near the end of the year. www.norton.org
Wolfsonian, a museum of art The arts thrive here, Home to Flagler Museum:
Nearby the ZiHf Muscum and design from 1885-1945. the Miami City Ballet, the New wflagl

depicts Florida's Jewish history  This unusual museum holdsan ~ World Symphony, the Jackie wwwllaglerorg .

since 1763, along with historical di llection of artinits -~ Glenson Theater (a great place to .

nnd contemporary lifeand cul- 14 galleries. see Broadway Shows), and the -

ture all over the world., Housed Not too far awny the Bass Miami Beach Convention Center

in a beautiful 1936 art deco synn-  Museum displaysa preh (site of mujor exhibitions and chefs have developud into astyle

gogue that served asan sive collection of Old Master events), South Beach isacenter  of cooking known as .

Orthodox for Miami  painti Iy textilesand  for world-cl formingarts.  “Floribbean” Be surc to try stone

Beach's first Jewish congrega- period furniture in South Stunning formal gardens an crubs, a South Beach spectalty, at

tion, it features nearly 80 stained  Florida, A unique exhibit of

glass windows, a copper dome
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room-size installations done

Grand Opening
Official Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony
10:00 a.m.

Jarvey’s

Grand Opehing
Celebration!

Downtown Birmingham
235 Pierce Street
{248} 723.5555

I riday, November 22

Saturday, November 23
Carnival Day with -‘J"’.‘

Clowns, Balloon Anfmals,
Face Painting Food & fun!
Magic Showat 3 pm.

Sunday, November 24,
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Handbag Day
Models Shovring
the Hottest
Handbags

Md;l TN
Open House
Leam about our Bridal se“?;x‘ﬁ;: thes
Registry 124 pam,
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un Italian-Rennissance-style villa
of

Joc's, the cuisine of Cuba nt Yuca

swere the winter resid
International Harvester execu-
tive Jumes Deering, and are not
to be missed. Built between 1914
and 1916 and situated on beauti-
ful Biscayne Bay, the 34-room
mansion contains antique fur-
nishings and decorative arts
from the 16th to 19th centurics.
The beautiful grounds encom-
pass over 10 acres of formal gar-
dens and fountains,

All that cultutre can give you a
heatty appetite, You can eat
your way nround the world in
Miami. There areawealth of
cuisines in the dozens of restau-
rants within o few blocks that
offer foods of the Caribbean
(French, African, Indian, Dutch,
Creole), Central and South
America and Cuba. Thereisan

Asian rim

Bambu (terrific appetizers), din-
ner at Mark's or Wish, an
desserts at Nemo.

AT THE SPA

After you've had your fill of

muscums and shows, come
home at night to the modertely
priced Lido Spa. Situatedon ot
private island in the heart of
Mintmi Beach, the soothing
ambiance includes some amz-
ing perks. Three deficious meals
and a massage arc provided free
daily. It'sashort drive from the
Miami nirport or Miami Beach
aren or call for their free shuttle,
Other activities include exercise
classes, nightly entertainment,
two pools, and a hot tub. A shut-

abundance of fresh tropical tle will even take you to the
fruits and b , and malls, in cither
spices and other ingredientsthat  South Beach or downtown

Miami. The spa is minutes from
the fiumous Art Deco District, If
you choose the spa cuisine you
might be able to lose a few
pounds,., ifyou can resist the
desserts,

For a terrific day trip, consider
Palm Beach, just a couple hours
up the coast. Besides being the
home to the PGA there are two
f[xmulurmuscums worth see-

ng.
The Flagler Muscum isa stun-
ning exumple of the Gilded Age
and was a wedding present from
land developer, oil and railroad
magnate Henry Flagler to his
third wife. From the minute you
walk into Marble Hall, the
4,400-squarc-foot foyer, you arc
enchanted with the art, whims
and whimsy of its owners.
Marble Hall scems smaller than
nwarchouse store beenuse
Flagler asked the ceiling to be
dropped cight fect below the
original design in order to give
the room & more intimate feel.
In fact, although it is clear by the
artwork, furnishings, and virtu-
ally every square inch frum floor
and ceiling that Flagler could
afford almost anything, the ele-
ganee was infused with a func-
tionality and warmth often miss-
ing in homes of this grand scale.
+ The Norton Muscum of Artis
just back across the Intercoastal
Waterway on Olive, south of
Okeechobee Blvd, This muscum
is in the process of being expand-
od and renovated, to become the
largest art museum in the State
of Floridn. On Sundays there are
artists, musicians and perform-
crs highlighting children’s pro-
grams, as well as an exhibition
lecture series, Even theirgift
shop now has picces of signed
Chihly art glass. This museum
is well worth the visit, before
heading back to the Lido Spa for

your free massage. |
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* Accompanied by
World Festival

DECEMBER 1
7:30 pm Sharp!
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