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Future's
bright for
new Hills
business

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Pretty much cvery business
did well in the year 2000, says
businessman Michacl Vaughn.

In the trying times of 2002,
starting o few company isa.
bold move,

But for Vaughn, president of
University Business Interiors
based in Farmington Hills, it
was the right thing to do.

He and former Detroit Piston
Vinnie Johnson, chairman of
the company, partnered to take
over University Business
Interiors earlicr this year.
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Michael Vaughn Is optimistic about his new business, University Furniture,

despite difficult economic times,

Vaughn.
“That's when you learn how
to get custemers and if you
make money (in a difficult
cconomy) you know you'll sur-
vive and thrive;” he said.
Vaughn had

optimistic about sceing a 20-25
percent growth in revenucs this
fiscal year.

“Wc're the only dealership
(for office furniturc) in town
hiring,” he said.

Universi .

experience for another office
furniture firm and he and
Johnson agreed lo’buy the

Drivein

clients include Delphi, Kelly
Services and Cranes
Communications.

Vaughn is also an associate
minister at Metropolitan
C, sev Trk leon

nies the former p from U

athlete owns. Moving based in the same
“He and I are partners, Dbuilding off C

Vaughn said of Johnson. Farmington Hills.

*He's passionate about busi-
ness,” Viwghn said, “He can sec
it as a way to bring growth ton
commutnity”

Johnson also owns Pistons
Automotive in Detroit's
Empowerment Zone, Vaughn
snid.

*“He's very smart in how he
scopes out a business opportu-
nity]” Vaugho added.

The best time to get into
business is the down time, said

Garden Club

‘The Farmington Garden
Club will host its third annual
Holiday Tables presentation 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 23,
at the Heritage Park Visitor's
Center.

‘The event will showease at
Teast 17 unique tables festively
decorated with themes reflee-
tive of winter holidays, includ-
{ng Thanksgiving, Christmas,

kknh and

He said what makes the com-
pany appealing to customers is
nearly all of its services are in
house, that includes designers
for space planning and the
products and installation,
including carpeting.

“For the most part everybody
works for us,” he said.

‘That means Universi

Detroit’s east side.

“For me, being in the min-
istry keeps me grounded,” he
said. “I understand the
demands of an average person.”

The future for the Hills com-
pany is bright, with the short-
term goal of $20-30 million in
sales and in time, $90-100 mil-
lion, Vaughn said.
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Benefit lights up more lives than ever

Fifteen years and still grow-
ing strong.

‘That's the message of the
Angela Hospice “Light Up A
Life” benefit, which drewa
larger-than-cver crowd to
Laurel Manor Friday.

“We started out 15 years ago
with alunch at Roma Hall and
we've come a long way, babyy”
said Sister Mary Giovanni,
president and CEQ of the
Livonia hospice, during the
cvent,

Another change is that the
event will no longer feature a
fashion show. Sister Glovanni
instead had this suggestion for
attendees at the semi-formal
event: “Look at what the
celebritics are wearing and
we'll find out what stores they
bought their clothes at.”

Nearly 600 people joined the
dinner/silent auction/live auc-
tion. “That's a record for us,”
Sister Giovanni said.

Although shc had no results
of how much was mised for

Angela Hospice to continue
providing its end-of-life care
programs, Sister Giovanni said
the committee’s goal of
$100,000 was exceeded -
meaning more people would be
served. “Tt just helps offset what
Medicare and nther insurance
doesn't cover.”

The live auction featured
celebrity auctioneers like
Joanne Purtan of WXYZ-
Channel 7, Lila Lazarus of
WDIV-Channel 4, emcee Paul
Gross of WDIV and others.

One of the larger auction
items was a Detroit Red Wings
suite at Joe Louis Arena for 20
people, plus parking passes.
The final bid was $3,750.

One of the more humorous
and lively auctions was handled
by Lila Lazarus, who pushed
bids for a behind-the-scenes
reparter for a day tour of
Channel 4.

Don't worry, Lazarus said,
“They don't have o have a
calonoscapy on TV.” (She was

Botsford Commons ladies

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Everyone knows the Boys of
Botsford and their annual char-
ity calendar.

Now the girls of the Botsford
Commons retirement

Business Interiors has account-
ability to the customer, he said.
Vaughn said the company is

Interiors at (248) 426-0100.
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hosts holiday table event

acrportunity for visitors to get

ideas for their own table deco-
ration and will help get them

ready for the holidays.

A special highlight of this
year’s event will feature tables
decorated by some of the top
designers of the area. Angela
Dodd, decorating expert for the
Farmington Hills firm of Decor

from the Greater Detroit

* Flower Arranger’s Guild, will
a tabl

alsobed

inF
Hills are doing it for them-
selves, too.

Residents Carolee Waddcll
and Arnette Carter, spurred on
by community activitics direc-
tor Bonnic Berzins, are putting
together their first Red Hat
Socicty group,
| :'\ luncheon is planned for the

‘The Holiday Thbles presenta-
tion is §5 per person, and tick-
ets are available at the door. All
proceeds will go to club-spon-
sored scholarships with the
state.

confec-

& You, takesa by
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A holidny boutique will also
be available featurd
if seed ball or

New Year's,
All des,

will use

only fresh or dried materials.
‘The Holiday Tuble event is an
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HEALTH SYSTEM
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With a famlly history of braast cancar,
tha impertanca ef early datection. Honry Ford - |
was able to offer ma four unique types of breast
cancer datection optlons.
abla to choosa the best mothad for mo. And
thanks te the scraening we wara able to treat
cancer in Its carllest stages.

For more Information about breast cancer
screening call 1-888:734-JFCC (5322) or go
online to HanryFord.com/cancar

g7

Cranbrook Holiday Table
decorator Kay Dirasian and
award winner Jane Covington

and mare. For more informa-
tion call Jan Hunt at (248) §53-
0986.

My doctor and | wera

JOSLPHINE TORD
CANCIR NN

one tymph node is tested to see
# Others need to be removad

DUCTAL LAVAGE:
tosts celis codected from tha misk
ducts where cancer first farms

MAMMARY DUCTOSCOPY:
uses a scope to ook inside the
itk ducts for abnonmalities

CORE BIOPSY:
« blopxsy needie in used to rmmove
tiny tissue samples from the broast

The new address !

for the experts.

Breast Cancer-

What difference can having four options make?

ly club at the
Commons Monday.

If enough interest is generat-
ed and cnough red hats are
seen, it could be a regular activ-
ity, said Berzins,

‘The Red Hat Society is
known around the world for
Iadies past the age of 50 who
cnjoy sharing cach other’s com-
pany. Sue Ellen Cooper of
Tullerton, Calif. founded the
graup, based on a popular

poem entitled “Warning” by
Jenny Joseph.

‘The main objective? Fun.

There is already a life-
size doll wearing a red hat
near the entrance ta the
Commons’ community dining
room.

Anoteon it invites all the
“girls” of Botsford to attend.

And as required by the
socicty’s bylaws, each women
swill be required to wear o red
hat, but red scarves will do as
well,

*“I do think it's going to be
fun,” said Waddell, “This is our
luncheon.”

Berzins said Thursday about
20 women had already signed

up.

If the group proves popular,
they may even go on outings,
Berzins said.

The boys of Botsford “have
their own thing going,” she
ndded with a chuckle.

“We'll see what the ladies
want to do."

According to the www.red-
hatsocicty.com Web site, the

referring to one of her past
news segments,) Later, she
drew laughter by adding, *OK,
they can have a colonoscopy on
Channel 4" The winning bid -
pushed to coordinate with her
employer - was $1,004.

Sister Giovanni offered spe-
cial thanks to longtime volun-
teer Carolyn DiComo and
Georgiu Scappaticci, co-chairs
of the cvent.

She also noted the numercus
sponsors, topped by gold bene-
factors - HUMMER, G.M.C.
and The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers; and diamond
sponsars = Allied Printing,
Ford Motor Company, Hour
Magazine, Lear Corp., and
Volkswagon of America.

Staff and volunteer hospice
caregivers also were credited,
“Thank you for all the
work that you do that enables
us to carry on,” Sister Giovanni
said.

By Dave Vargs

[ove fun, too

groups are a place for women
after the age of 50 from all
walks of life.

“We believe silliness is the
comedy relicf of life, and,
since we are all in it together,
we might as well join red-
gloved hands and go for the
gusto together,” states the
site’s motto.

It continues: “Underneath
the frivolity, we share a
bond of affection, forged by
common life expericnees
and a genuine enthusiasm
for wherever life takes us
next.”

The “Warning™ poem by
Jenny Joscph that spurred the
club several ycars ago begins:

When I am an old woman I
shall wear purple

‘With a red hat which doesn't
go and doesn’t suit me.

And I shall spend my pen-
sion on brandy and summer
gloves and satin sandals, and
say we've no money for but-
ter, .
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HOLIDAYS HAVE ARRIVED.

SANTA

ARRIVAL

FRIDAY,

NORTH GRAND COURT
NOVEMBER 22 AT 7°PM

Joln us for the maguificent outdoor arrival of the scason's
biggest, most important person, Santa Claus. We will also
Kick off the holiday scason that night with a joyful sing-along
with Santa and the entite Royal Court. It promises to be a
magical nvening for your chitdren,

SANTA VISITS

NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 24 BLGINNING BAM DAILY
Make Canle Check-ln your first stop to receive your Santa pass and
vistring time. Sorry, telophone reservations will not be accepred.

ROYAL COURT BREAKFAST

SATURDAYS, DECEMBER 7,14 & 21, 8:30AM - 10AM
For reservariany, plemse call 248-588:2914 or teserve online at
www.imaginationtheatre.com.

SANTA SEND-OFF

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2P\
Expetience & magical aftesnoon as Santa requrns to the Notth Pale.

FOR SANTA UFDATTS, CALL SCINN (SOMERSTT CASTLE NI* NETWORK) 248 6434438
NEBUN AARCUS, SAXS FITH AVINUE, NOADSTROM, MARSHALL FL'S
ARD ARORE THAN 180 OTHIR LIIQUE SHOPS AND RISTAURANTS

TFOR MORE INFO LOGON TO ¥ ¢ THISOMIRSITCOLECTION.COM

SOMERSET

COLLECTION
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