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Harrison finishes 2nd in state marching event

5V DIANE HANSON
SPECIAL WRITER

.
“It was amazing! This was, by
far, our best perfc of th

schools in Flight I

Hurrison's major competitor

this year was the 230-member

Stevensville Lakeshore
+ and th

3
year; sald an clated Jocl Yoder,
co-director of the Harrison
High School Marching Band,
after the final notes of their
state champioaship perform-
ance finished reverberating in
the Pontiac Silverdome on
November 2.

‘The Flight I1{ defending
champions put on an impres-
sive performance of their show
*Gazebo Dances” nt the
Michigan Competing Band
Associntion (MCBA) State
Championships, where forty of
the state’s top bands, comprised
of some 5,000 high-school per-
formers, rocked the dome from
enarly morning until late
evening.

*They played so well and they
looked great,” sald Co-Director
Peggy Babeock. “They have
been really focused all week
and they wanted to make sure
that everyone thought they
deserved to be the defending
champlons - and that’s just
what they did.”

Senior Joseph Marks, a bari-
saxophone player, felt the same.
*J think we did amazing,” he
sald, "It really clicked tonight -
just like a lock and a key™

White they didn't take first
this year, it was still a day for
honors and awards,

This year's performance net-
ted the 82-member band the
Flight 111 second-place trophy
along with the caption award
for Best Marching with a score
of 79.2. Flights nre determined
by school enroliment, not size
of the band, with the largest
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RECREATION

For more information on the
following programs contact the
City of Farmington Hills
Recreation Division at (248)
473-1800.

WFun in the Hills

Before you register for any
p , be sure to see what
the Farmington Hills Special
Services Fun in the Hills

Passbook has to offer. Free
passes, giveaways, huge savings,
plus more.

The passbook is valued ot
over $150 and sclls for $15.
Passbooks can be purchased at
the Costick Center and partici-
pating businesses.

W MRPA Funbooks

Michigan Recreation and
Park Association Funbooks are
available at the Costick Center
Recreation Division.

The book offers discounts on
tickets for the Detroit Pistons,
Detroit Fury, the Detroit Shock
and more,

The cost is $25 each.

M Youth Basketball
Farmington Hills Recreation
kicks off another exciting sea-
son of youth basketbail games
being played in the 0.C.C.
gym, The programs consists of
2 boys league and a girls league
with all games played on
Saturdays Jan. 18 through

arch 29.

Practices will be once a week
at a school selected by the
coach, - .

There are boys and girls divi-
sions made up of fourth and
fifth grades, sixth grade and
seventh ;md eighth gnuilc.
League fee is $65 per player
and includes a team T-shirt.
Deadline to register is Dec. 2.
Conches are also needed.

W Open Gym

Get your exercise at the
Costick Center Gym: Adult bas-
ketball, 9-11 n.m. Sundays;
adult volleyball, 11a.m.-1 p.m.
Sundays; teen basketball, 1-3
p.m. Sundays; Ping-pong, 11
am,-3 pm. :

‘The cost Is $3 for residents 17
and under 85 for non-resi-
dents, . .

Eightecn and over poy 84
and non-residents pay 86, |

g B at cup
the Flight 111 state title with o
score of 82.85.

Special honors went to
Harrison senior Travis Cook,
who received a $1,000 scholar-
ship from the MCBA.
Scholarships were awnrded to
wo seniors in cach flight. The
students hiad to write about
their musical accomplishments
and about what marching band
means to them. University
music scholars not associated
with the MCBA sclected the
recipients,

Other area bands in the state
competition included, in Flight
111, Redford Thurston, fifth,
73.5; Crestwood, Dearborn
Heights, cighth, 66.0; and
Royal Onk Dondero, ninth,
65.5. In Flight I, Plymouth-
Canton came in first with a
90.5; South Lyon, fifth, 79.45;
Novi, sixth, 78,95; and Livonia
Franklin, eighth, 78.25.

Heather Christensen, a soph-
omore, and Andrea Seency, a
junior, both in color guard, said
they feit very good about the
performance.

This was senjor Dasol Kim's
first year with the band. He had
played soccer his other three
years at Harrison, but decided
to play in marching band this

year.

*1 just decided to try it out
and I'm glad I did it,” he said.
*“It was pretty amazing. It was
like nothing I have ever experi-
enced before and it is very
rewarding”

The Harrison show “Gazebo
Dances” musieally and visually

Downtown Birmingham

Norman Logan, vice president of the Michigan Competing Band Assotlation
and director of bands at Farmington High School, presents Harrison senlor
Travls Cook with a $1,000 scholarship Irom the MCBA.

depicts the change of scasons.
Many of the students’ favorite
part of the show throughout
the season has been the sccand
with the t iful

of dircector and staff.

“The thing that is changing is
that show designs are becoming
more highbrow in terms of
artistic end and the

music of "October” by Eric
Whitacre.
The caliber of marching band
! P has

music is a lot more unusual,”
said Pittard.
And the benefits of
o

P ver
changed dramatically over the
years according to Mack
Pittard, executive director of
the MCBA for the past 10
years.

*They get more sophisticated
and more complex every year,”
he said. “They aren't the same
as when 1 went to school
and made a big G for Grevc’s

i )

band, he added,
range from teaching organiza-
tional and technical skills to
learning life skills like how to
handle disappointment and
success.

‘This season has beena
marked success for the
Harrison marchers with a bevy
of first-place trophies from all
their local competitions.

Theh

High School (in Bir
and were very happy in doing
that”

He added that the students
are basically the same in their
desire to reach the expectations

band will be
competing at the Bands of
America Grand National
Championships at the RCA
Dome in Indianapolis
November 14-16.
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Why A Tiffany Diamond

For less than you may imagine, you can fuve
the best theee is. A Tiffany diamond. Each stane

is of exceptional qualiey and beilliance.

Each carrics its own certificate, your promise

of Tiffany excellence. Available ina
variety of settings, from $970 to $1,000.000.

TIFFANY & CO.

1NOY SOMERSET COLLICTION fas 41 1400
TIFANYCOM
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Ocomears

Read your favorites onfine at
observerandeccentric.com

lights up with holiday cheer!

Friday
4-10 p

rides and festive
in-store events!

Shopping Spree!

coloring contest
and receive a
complementary
Snow Globe!

"+, " For mote information call Downtown Birmingham 248-433-3550 or visit www.enjoybiemingham.com

2 Take in the sights and
sounds of carollers,
horsedrawn carriage

2 Shop and Win: A
Downtown Birmingham '

2 Enter the children's

X Enjoy free hot cocoa and
gift wrapping at the
Maple Street Cafe! %

% Ride a free trolley
around town to visit
your favorite stores!
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