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Drunk driving message hits home at CHS

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WROTER

“It's just the real story...my ricnce.
This could happen to nnybod;fpc

Jason Barber knows dmnkc’n dﬂving
statistics are more than just numbers. He
knows use he falls into ty i

abandon me”
‘The family did scek counscling, and
7 has leamned to value them as never
before.
*“When [ was your guys' oge, I alienated
myself from them. 1 disrespected my fami-
ly to hang out with my friends, Today, I

perpetrator and victim.

Ten years ago, Barber and some friends
decided to race their ears after having had
100 much to drink. He was behind the
wheel of his truck, with his brother Asron
seated next to him. R

‘What happened next changed Jason's life
forever and has transformed the lives of
thousands of people who have heard his
story. On Tuesday, Clarcnceville High stu-
dents joined those ranks.

*“It's n message they can't hear enough,”
said Principal David Simowski.

Barber Is among five speakers sponsored
through Anheuser-Busch’s natlonwide
effort to fight underage drinking and
drinking and driving. The program is
offered frec, like 50 many other outside

ions Si ki during

the school year.

“They sent an advance tape. Assoonas |
saw the tape, | realized this gentleman was
golng to haye an Impact,” he said,

Students were deeply moved by Barber's
story, some to tears. Not only did his
actions lead to his brother's death, but they
resulted in his being sent to prison for
three and a holf years, afier a conviction
for vehicular manslaughter,

Asked how his parents reacted, Barber
recalled waking up after spending the
night in surgery. His parents and grandfu-
ther were at his bedside.

“I saw the three of them, and I said, ‘I'm
sorry. I'm sarry. I'm sorry.” he said, his
voice dropping; to a whisper. "My folks
stood by me when they had every reason to

Take a local look

Community members who have lived
in and have familics currently living in
countrivs experiencing serious conflict
will be part of the discussion at ‘A
Symposium on World Affairs,” held
Thursday, Nov. 21, 7 p.m., at the
Farmington Training Center.

Moderated by Elias Khalil,
International Relations teacher at
North Farmington High School,
the event will provide a view of .
world affairs through the eyes of local
citizens,

Organizers say their goal is to increase
awareness about arcas of conflict in vari-
ous parts of the world and to help Jocal

Siena Heights University
Metro Detroit Program in Southfield

Do you have a significant amount of college credits?

give to my family...] know Sunday dinner
is important to my mom, so I'm there”

In addition to a message about drinking,
Barber talked about the importance of
using seat belts and closed with a message
about why he does what he docs, traveling
the country to talk to teens and parents.

“I never believed I was the kind of man
who eould get in front of a room like this
and speak, but I found something I wasé
passionate about.

“Find an issue you feel passionate nbout.
The only thing worse than dying and leav-
ing this world is dying without leavinga
mark. You guys...find your mark."

‘That message hit home with senior
Jnson Price of Livonia,

“He really inspired me to speak out in
my school and community;” he said as stu-
dents milled around Barber after the pres-
entation.

Visibly moved, senior Justin Lohman
called Barber “the best speaker I've ever
heard” When Barber talked about how his
fittle brother died, Lohman said he
thought about his own younger brother.

*The things he seid really made me think
about the choices [ make;” Lohman said,

*I never realized how serious drunk driv-
ing is and how harsh the impacts can be,”
said senior Jnson Price.

Barber's visit was sponsered by Centeal
Distributors of Beer, based in Romulus.
Bill Ventola, coordinator of consumer
awarencss and education, said the compa-
ny is committed to helping youhg people
stay safe.

“Jason's story makes a powerful impact

. BAL BRISLER] OBSTRVEA
Jason Barber, who served three and a haif years In
prison for & drunk driving accident that killed his
younger brother, greets students alter his maving
presentatlon at Clarencevllle High Monday.
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county clerks to take over,
ding to h

Whiston said school districts
do faver a form of the legisla-
tion that would consolidate all
school clections - everything
from school board and bond
issues to the college boards.

“If education is everyone's No,

Hills City Clerk Kathy Doman,
clerks statewide are trying to
mnwmn.lwn 1o take a step

and look at what they're
doing, because the current slate
of bills doesn't address the orig-
inal problem.

Dornan said consolidation
eTorts began about 10 years
ago, Clerks pushed for g unified
ballot because school districts
and cities held frequent and
costly “specinl clections™ during
the year. Also, June school
board elections suffered from
poor turnout,

Proposal A changed the polit-
ical landscape for school dis-
tricts, which now have tighter
restrictions on when they can

1 priority” he said, “why not
schedule an education election?”

School officials are also
opposed to restrictions that
could end up costing districts
money, While school .
elections might not be affected
much, bond referendums
would be impacted by the
schools' lack of ability to sched-
ule them to take advantage of
low interest rates.

WON'T WORK EVERYWHERE

Doman points out another
difficulty with the proposed Jeg- ;
islation, which requires that .
elections be run by city or :
township clerks, who can shift

. hold millage clections. Also,
and brings n message to high-school stu- Doman said, cities hold fewer
dents they will learn from and never for- special elections because they
get,” he said, draw a lot of public eriticism.

Barber was doing presentations in
Orange County, Calif., when Anheuser~ WHERE’S THE PROBLEM?
Busch's local distributor saw the program.
He started talking to the in St (o] like F
Louis, Mo., and has i ling for Schools Superi: dent Bob
the past three years. Maxfield, have always won-
Even today, he said, he sees the effect of  dered exactly where the prob-
his actions so long ago. Tem lies.

While visiting his parents, who live in
the same house os at the time of the crash,
Barber was in a grocery store and saw
Aaron’s second-gradc teacher,

*“She saw me and she just started crying
and walked away, It's been 10 years.”

For more infc ion about Anh

“There's nothing anyone can
point to and say “This is a prob-
lem,” Maxficld said Friday.

“There's a vague allegation
that schools don't kniow how to
run an election, and yet here in

i and Farmi

that responsibility to county -
clerks if they wish, That would-
n't be a problem in Oakland
County, where most municipal
clerks cooperate with school
districts to run elections.

In more rural arcas, however,
some clerks work out of their
homes and won't want to take
on the additional responsibility.
But no matter where this ques-
tion arises, people who know
absolutely nothing about the
local school district could end
up running the elections.

Imagine what would happen,
she said, if Redford Township's
clerk decided to “opt out”

ibility would then shilt

Busch's prevention programs, visit
www.beeresponsible.com
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at global issues

citizens understand how those conflicts
affect people who live and work in their
community.

The symposium is affered free of
charge.

Farmington Trining Center is
Tocated at 33000 Thomas Street, north
of Grand River in downtown Farmington,
off of School Strect, For further informa-
tion, call 248-489-3339,

‘This event is sponsored by the
Farmingto: n/f';nrmin glnn_Hills
Ml T Multisaein) O

FHS to present
Twelfth Night

Farmington High School will present

Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare at

7:30 p.m. Nov. 21, 22 and 23.

Tickets arc available at the door and cost
$8 for adults, $7 for students, $6 if stu-
dents have a gold card. .

‘The school is at 32000 Shiawassce in
Farmington,

The play is about both love and disguises,
which begin when a women named Viola is

} d and lands in America with no

Council, dedicated to promoting -
awareness and ncceptance of diversity in
the community.

60-90 semester hours or more?

Do you have corporate, organizational, apprenticeship

and/or other work-related training? -

Do you have technical education, military training or
other significant learning experience?

Have you been successful at work, carving out a nice

career without a bachelor's degree?

The Siena Helghts University bachelor's degree

completion program Is your answer!

Attend an Information Session

Monday. November 18 « Tuesday, November 19
Monday. December 2 « Tuesday, December 3
5.7 pm each evemng. No RSVP needed.

Come to Siena Heghts Univers
24901 Notthwastern Hwy Sude 202, (10 Mile and Evergreen)

Bachelor's degrees In business administration, community
of Applied Science

| studles. B

y in Southhield

hal

services and g

Degrees In allled heaith, trade and technical tlelds.

Weekend and ]

Blended online classes

Transfer up to 80 semester hours

Call Today for More Information
800-787-7764 « www.slenahts.edu -

mo‘ncy and no family,
For more information, call the school at
(248) 489-3455.

Hills ... we have a great cooper-
ative effort,” hie added. “To me,
there's never been a compelling
reason to change clections”

Brian Whiston, director of
State and Federn! Affairs for
Oakland Schools, doesn't see
the problem state lawmakers
are trying to solve. He pointed
out that schools have had far
fewer clection complaints filed
against them than cities or
counties.

Still, Whiston is certain this
issuc is going to make it toa
vote and soan,

“I think it's a real threat,” he
said, “It's been around cight or
nine years, and it's working its
way throngh the system.”

He disputes the idea that
increasing voter turnout is real-
1y at the heart of this issue.

e August primarics are
held ... when most people are on
vacation,” he said. “They aren’t
worried about tumout then.”

to Wayne County.

“What doces the Wayne
County clerk know about run-
ning a school election in
Redford?” Dornan asked.
“Countics are cutting their
budgets and staff. They don't
want to take this on.”

Dornan acknowledged that
she'd like Farmington Public
Schools to go to a fall ballot,
every two years.

*It would save thousands of
doliars if the schools didn't have
to run an clection,” she said.

"Alot of times, too, it's o
school board candidate who
has no opposition. I wish we
could wark something out”

But as for the lame-duck leg-
{slature’s attempt to resolve this
issue 10 years after it was first
proposed, Dornan said, "The
inlent of what we were trying to
accomplish is no longer there
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ALLEN-EDMONDS
EXCLUSIVE TRUNK SHOW

' I Thursday, November 21, 4:00pm - 9:00pnﬂ

Come take a look at the latest styles for fall. Jefl Fannin, an
Allen-Edmonds Representative, will be on hand to show you
this masterful collection and assist you in the perfect fit.
Styles, from business to casual, are handcrafted in sizes 5 to
18, AAAA to EEE. These shoes are unsurpassed in comfort and
fit. Also featuring Allen-Edmonds matching beits and wallets.

$25 Off every pair of Allen-Edmonds shoes
purchased during this event, November 17 - 23

116 N. Old Woodward * Birmingham, Ml 48009

(248) 646-8431




