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West Nile Virus cases very rare in dogs, cats

Dear Doctors,

1 recently read a newspaper
account of a dog In Iitinols who
dled from West Nlle Virus, Since
this [s the first time | have heard
of a dog dylng from West Hile
Virus, could you provlde more
information about this virus in
dogs and cats? Can West Nite Virus
pass back and torth between
people and pets, or vice versa?

We also read about this poor
dog; and yes, it appears 1o be
the first confirmed case off
West Nile Virus (WNV) in
dogs in the United States. The
only other confirmed report of
WNV in dogs occmrred in 1982
in Botswana, Africa.

West Nile Virus has been
reported to infect masy non-
humnn mnmmnls. mu.ludm;,

(one case in New York),
(Nebraska), mountain goats
(Nebraska), white-tailed deer
(New Jersey), black bears
(New Jersey), chipmunks, bats
and domestic rabbits (New
York).

Michael &
Tracy Jatie

‘The mjority
of deaths from WNV have
. been reported in horses, birds
and people.

The dog in Nlinois who died
from WNV was an 8-year-old,
mixed breed dog. He may have
also been suffering from
unother disense, thus making
his immune syst E
ceptible to infections. This d
showed signs of newrolugic dis-
case such as liead bobbing,
Jethargy and progressive weak
ne:

nce this disease is so mre

aren’t well known,
Il‘(lo;.mr cals contract the
i he majority prnlmhl\
5 {

5. Dogs and cats are sus-
peeted 1o bave a low risk of

contracling West Nile Virus,

Although there have been
muitiple, well-publicized
reports of illness and death in
some of the horses, birds and
people infected with West Nile
Virus, we don't anticipate that
wewill see widespread illness
und death in dogs and cats
should they become infected
with the virus.

Will there be more cases
reported? We hope not, but
only time will tell.

Enccphalitis, an influmma-
tory candition of the brain, is
the principal disense eaused by
y

In humcs, the most common
sign is weakness in the
hindquarters. Clinical signs in
hirds are relatively unknown,
sinee most infected birds are
found dead. Infected squirtels
have been deseribed as show-
ing signs of pain, vocalizing,
running in circles, biting their
pass and falling fram trees.

CARRIERS

West Nile Virus isn't a new
discase, It was first identified

“Furniture contest winners to go
on ‘Fabulous’ shopping spree

The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers and aren mer-
chants teamed up to send
lucky winners on home
furnishings shopping
sprees,

. Our winners received a
. 81,000 gift certificate 1o shop
at participating stores.

The winners are:

‘Tom Lenhart of Royal Oak
won a certificate to Avenue
Gallery (with Birmingham,
Rachester, Ann Arbor and

Novi locativms); Dareen
Speight of Nurthville 1o Classic
Interiors {Livonia), Linda
Pastermak of Oakluad to

s
(Birmingham), Annc ﬁ\.hn\l‘r
of Westland to Wi,
Furniture (Wayne
of Cunton to Laurel Furuiturc
(downtown Plymouth), Karen
Foster of Westland to N.A.

Mans Building Center (Canton
‘Tewnship), M.J. Rao of
Farmington Hills to Newton

Turniture (Bloomficld Hills,
Livonizs, Nuovi and Sterling
Heights loeati

Sue Dert
Pine Tree L
Orion), Cari lli:_how of Auburn
Hills to Recherché
(Waterford), Christine Ulrich
Bloomfield Hills, Watch Hitl
Home Interiors (Birmingham);
and Blondy Hester of
Southfield to Watker
Buzenberg (Plymouth).

ILook[ng for new decorating ideas? Read the At Home section every Thursday in the Eccentric.l
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in 1937 in the West Nile dis-
trict of Uganda. It has since
been isolated in animals
around the world,

The virus is transmitted by
mosquitos through the blood
of infected birds, which are the
primary reservoir hosts of
WNV. The mosquito can trans-
mit the virus to people and
animals by carrier mosquitos.

Ticks have also been identi-
fied as carriers of the virus;
however, no reports document
that ticks can transmit the
virus to other peaple or ani-
mals,

We arcn't aware of any
report of direct transmission of
WNYV from people to animal,
animal to people, or animal to
animal.

It {s conceivable that dogs
and cats can become infected
with WNV if they cat infected
animals or receive a blood
transfusion or an organ trans-
plant from an infected anima),
but we aren't aware of any
reports of this occurring.

Vaccines for dogs and cats
aren't available because the
virus isn't considered to cause

clinical illness in dogs and cats.
Unless a significant number of
dogs and cats become seriously
ill from being infected with
WNV, there will most likely
not be an incentive for vaceine
manufacturers to develop a
vaccine for companion ani-
mals,

A vaccine is available to help
prevent WNV in horses.

We don't recommend using
this vaceine in companion ani-
mals,

The "horse” vaccine is, how-
cver, being used in some exotic
bird specles, zebras and tapirs
housed in zoos.

PREVENTION

How can you help ensure
that your dog and cat remain
at low risk for becoming infect-
ed with West Nile Virus? One
of the best means of preven-
tion is to reduce the risk of
mosqujto bites.

Keep your pets away from
stagnant water, and limit their
time speat outd, at dusk

window screens for holes and
repair them to limit entry of
mosquitos Into your home.

Please don't apply insect
repellents that contain DEET
to your Jog’s or cat's coat,
because your pet may lick it off
and become sick, Don't permit
your pet to cat wildlife.

1{you suspect your pet is ill
because of West Nile Virus -~
which nt this point we think
would be quite unlikely - your
veterinarian should examine
your pet. Blood or tissue sam-

ples can be submitted to a spe-

clnl laboratory to help deter-
mine if your pet has WNV,

1t isn't believed that an out-
break of West Nile Virus is
imminent in our companion
animals, so please don't panic!
‘We will keep you posted if we
learn of new developments in
‘West Nile Virus affecting com-
panion pets,

Send questions lo be addressed In
this column by mail in care of Mary
Klemic, At ome Editor, Observer &
Eccentric BO5E. Maple,

and at dawn, when mosquitos
are most active, Check your

Birmingham M| 48009.
Or e-mail askihevets@juno.com
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tiny boas,

Decor delights are every-
where, such as the giant round
topiaries in lime and purple.

Garlands are draped on
headboards and chaise
lounges, ribbons and greenery
are wrapped on a chandelier.

Among the other areas and
rooms that will be open this
year - cither for the first time,
or for the first time in many
years - are the nursery kitchen
(featuring Frances' tea set, her
name on cach cup, displayed in
acabinet) and the vault in Mrs.
Wilson's study.

The many personal items
that will be shown include
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Efeqant hollday decorations fill the rooms at Meadow Brook Hall, such as

these giant toplarles,

fnshwns and accessories, pho-
hs, a table set for high
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You can have your new
Dream Kitchen

hy the holidays!

KITCHEN TOP SHOP

€all us today se you can be cooking in your new

kitchen this hollday season!

Free In Home Estimates » Deslgn Service Avaliahle

248.471.1515

31150 W. Eight Mile Road * Farmington Hills-

lcn‘ toys and games, Frances'
cquestrian trophies, invita-
tions, newspaper clippings,
travel souvenirs, posteards, and
pieces from Matilda Dodge
Wilson’s collection of com-

pacts.

‘The Holiday Walk will begin
in Matitda Dodge Wilson's
study, where she worked on
her business, political and
charitable netivities, and end in

an area where visitors will find
a cafe and A Holiday Shop.
‘The latter, prescnted by
the Meadow Brook Hall
Garden Club, will feature indl-
vidunlly made fresh and
cial holiday arrangements nnd
SWags.,

“When you come to the end
of the tour we're not pushing
you out the door” Victor said.
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New Homs. Old Home.
Hem®.

Call fora FREE Video | Financing Available :

SPECIALIZING IN New
Construction Or Existing .
Home INSTALLATIONS '

FREE -
ESTIMATES

CENTRAL VACUUM .
; SYSTEMS

Fora cleansy, healthier home.*

¢ Home Theatre ¢ Intercom
* Phone & Cable Pre-wire
* Alarm System :

* Offer good Nov. 3, 2002 - Jsn. 5, 2003
Ank for detalis. $340 Value

Buy a select Bose® home
theater syatem
and get the acclaimed
Wave® radlo FREE®




