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T :CqUtry Day vs: Motrose
LAST WEEK
SEASON TOTAL

Jim Toth

Laser

4-0 (1.000)

Marty Budner  Yim Smith Dan Stickradt  Ken Abramczyk Dan 0'Meara
“Hrgttier A rothel e Bife. - Brofher Rice }
s lahser Lahser Lahser Dewitt Dewitt
Couniry Day ;™ Cotintry DY . "-Country Day % Counfry Day . - Country Day' 47 Country Day
4-0(1.000) 2-2(.500) 2-2(.500) 3-1(.750) 341(.750)
128-50 (719) 132-46(742) 119-59(.669) 122-56 (.6B5) 128-50(.719)  132-46(742)

Amazing success continues in certain locale

Unparalleled, Unbelicvable. Uncanny.
That's the best way to describe the suc-

cess of the

of 32 prep teams across
the state with title hopes

" /B ld  from finishing their scasons inside the
Hills high school teams  Pontiac Silverdome with the opportunity of
during the 2002 football  playing for a state championship.
playofls. (Last week's picks: 4 right, 0 wrong.
Brother Rice, Country ~ Season's mark: 128 right, 50 wrong.)
Day and Lahser are three

Yellow Jackets were in control from the
outset in thelr victory over Erie-Mason.
| three teams stand only one win away

Allen Park (111} vs. Birmingham Broiher Rice (30-2) at
 The Warrlors are on a roll, but so are
the Jaguars. Since a season-opening loss to Fordson, the

Detroi
Memorial St

o). Saturday: 0K, 50 one win certainty would have been
impressive and iwo unequaled. but three piayoll wins by the
Knights? Ho wayl Caach Dan Loria's squad has done everything
asked of an unbeaten feam. They'll have to do even mote
againsi Lhe offensive-minded and unbeaten Panthers. Field
qoals, eatra poinls - Lahser placexicker Rob Ranney has deliv-
¢jed when calied upon, and one more successful boot may be
MP;E:L Kikel tohe Sibvercome.

AHSER.
tmmybqﬂ-l)n.lumm 2-0) at Port Huron

tadium, 1 pm. . The Raims come in with the

best record, bul not the dest team. The Jathels are proving to
be one of the best four-oss 1eam Lo ever qualify for Lhe play-
clls. and theyl prove it again by shutling donn a potent veer
offense tun by the Rams.

PYCK: COUNTRY DAY,

Jim Toth is sports editor for the Troy and Rochester
Eccentric newspapers, He can be reached at €248) 901+

the second game with
Eisenhower and our defense

Prep still in sight. w
+ Quars have reeled off 11 consecutive victotles. And as.
Grid Picks ‘The Warriors and impressive as theit offense has been throughout the season.
Knights went down to the defense has matched that elfort In cecent weeks. They
the wire before knocking — may calch a break with the Warriors” heafth problems, but that
Jim off their regional final sm:ar'r;:;‘mmn to push them Ihrough.
apponents, while the G BROTHER RICE.
Toth ] oppo DeNitt 02-0) vs. Bloomfleld Hills Lahser at Soxth Lyon (i2-
his reads and get some fresh
cc bodies in there,” said Mach.
“You have to mix them n
FROM PAGE o ou have to mix them up o

Eisenhower, but we don't
scramble as much.”

Dakota might be the best bal-
anced team that CC las faged
in this post-season. The offen-
sive linc is a little on the short
side (averaging about 6-1) and
has decent size (every starter is
more than 210), but they are
quick and ean give quarterback
Jeremy Thoel plenty of time to
throw.

Thocl, a junior, has thrown
for more than 1,900 yards, and
Giannone says it’s “probably
85-to 90 percent out of the
shotgu

Our lme is kind of short and
squntty, 50 we have our smaller
and faster kids at tackle,” said
Giannone. "We figure if we're
going to throw, we'll put our
athletes on the outside.”

And that's the kind of think-
ing that gives defensces fits.

“To stop that, we have to get
pressure on (Thoel) and disrupt

¥s.
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defense and keep them off bal-
ance, instend of them keeping
us off balance. You want to stay
a step ahiead of them, instead of
them staying a step ahead of
you©

The Cougars have small run-
ning backs - Steve Osowski
and Roger Thuck are both
under 5-8 and weigh less than
140 pounds, but they've com-
bined for 1,600 yards rushing.
And the reccivers are talented,
100, with Ty i1 and

lind seven,” said Giunnone, *We
play a +-3 and we're pretty solid
up front”

The defensive leader is line-
backer Andrew Allen, # 6-1,
208-pound junior who leads
the team in tackles.

“Our defense is predicated on
him making most of the tack-
les)” snid Ginnnone, whose
team’s lone loss was 1411 to
Chippewa Valley on the Inst
game of the mgu[m' season.

“H lz: 's nggruww:‘ and he goes

Juson Bakou as well as tight
end Scott Druzinski,

“I'm not sure about their
offense,” suid Mach. “It’s not
confusing, but they do things
that cause problems because of
the formation they run. They
can score a lot of points.”

Even with the wide-open
offense, the Cougars also play a
solid defense, having hel
Eisenhower to just 26 points in
their twoe wins over the Eagles,

“And we scored 21 points in

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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very well”

Ms\ch has noticed.

“They play a solid defense,”
said Mach. “They bend but they
don't break. They have a lot of

kids who get to the ball fust”

While most of the CC players
have been this far in the play-
offs before, it's new to the
Cougars - although new doesa't
translate to nervous,

*“You look at a team like CC
and a lot of people might nat
give us a chance and think we
can't play with them,” said

Giannone. "Actually, I think our
being young and not being
there before helps us. It's kind
of like little kids plu)mg on
mankey barsonay d

Allen Park, Rice
meet for first time

BY MARTY BUDNER
STAFE WRITER

‘What a cuntrast in playofl
oapponents,

In its first three playofl
games, Brother Rice defeated
rather familiar focs in
Farmington Harrison, Warren
DelaSalle and North
Farmington.

This week the playoffs serve
up a completely new foe.

Brother Rice plays Allen Park
ln a Division I1 state semifinal

ame scheduled for 1 p.m.
Smurdny at Berkley's
Community Stadium. In 40
years of football, the Warriors
have never played Allen Park.

“This is all brand new to us.
You have to start all over;” said
Brother Rice coach Al Fracassa.

*When we played DeLaSalle
and Harrison, they were pro-
grams we were familiar with, It
made our preparation simpler.

“Now we have to familiarize
ourselves with some whale new
offensive sets. Allen Park runs a
complicated offense, and we
have to get prepared for that”

And to compound matters
for the Warriors, they head into
the state semifinal with 2 bag
full of injuries.

Jeff Stachowiak (shoulder}
and Brian Mahler (ankle) -
Rice's lop two recievers - are
banged up and doubtfut for

dny's Lineback

ple of key linemen are also
hurt. Junior Ryan McMzahon
will start at one receiver spot,
and Fracassa plans to rotate
Anthony Jackson and Al
Gioutsos at the other receiver
slot,

“We have to compensate for
these injuries by giving other
players a chance. It’s been done
before,” sid Fracassa. “We just
have to work with what we
have. Sometimes success comes
if your injury free. Now we have
to work around our in]unes

Allen Park, appearing in the
playoffs for the 12th time and
state runners-up in 1995, fin-
ished in a three-way tie for the
Mega Conference Red title with
Belleville and Dearborn
Fordson. The Jaguars arc an
explosive group, having scored
350 points out of their multi-
ple-set offense cn route to an
11-1 overall record,

Allen Park’s only loss was in
the scason opener to Fordson,
29-6. Since then they've reeled
off 11 consecutive victories,
including an impressive 41-3
triumph over Farmington last
week to win its regional cham-
pionship,

“The Jaguars have a fairly bal-
anced offensive attack led by
junior quarterback Athony
Grose. Their leading rusher is
junior tailback Brian Brigthon
who hmd 1,330 yards and 25

You try it and xf)uu fall off, it's
no big deal”

pbeaudryoe homecommnet ) (734) 953-2106

Ryan Brittain is back after hav-
ing missed one playoff game,
and lincbacker Jeff Magnatta is
still not & hundred percent after
suffering a knee injury. A cou-

on the season,
including three last week
ugamst Funmngton The full-
back is junior Christian Sinnott
and the defense is led by line-
backer Tim Vezina.
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