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Plan a shopping vacation during the holiday season

BY MARY QUINLEY
CORRESPONOENT

*Tis the scason for shopping.
1t's also o fabulous excuse for o
holiday getaway via car, train or
plane.

To help jump-start your
plans with your favorite shop-
til-we-drop partner, here'sa
sampling of holiday packages.

Let the shoppiag begin!

CHICAGO

The Windy City invites you
and yours to Chicago, an annu-
ol family-friendly celebration
with a medlcy of holiday mar-
kets, ethnic fests, purades and
indoar/autdoor cultural activi-

2 magnificent time to visit
Chicago and to take advantage
of great shopping opportuni-
ties," said Dorothy Coyle, diree-
tor of the Chicago Office of
Tourism.

The city offers many choices
and values from the downtown
shopping on Magnificent Mile
and State Street to the shop-
ping in neighborhoods an
muscum gitt stiops, Coyle said,

One of the morc unique
shopping possibilitics {s
Christkindlmarket, a replica of’
an authentic German market-
place. It features more than 50
European vendors selling an
array of handmade items from
wooden ornaments and toys to
German food. The market will
be open from Nov, 28 through

Holidays" option from Dec. 6-8
includes a visit from
Nordstrom and FAQ Schwarz
personal shoppers and tickets
1o a theater performance. Cost
is 360 for a single and 460
for n double at the Fitzpatrick
Chicago Hotel,

Need more info? Call the
Chicago Office of Tourism toll-
free (877) CHICAGO or visit
the Web at
www.877chicagecom.

GREAT LAKES CROSSING

Check out the "Shop, Slecp,
and Shop Again!” deal at Great
Lakes Crossing in Auburn
Hills,

*Make it a girlfricnd getaway
and stay at a hotel or take that

bqora g s

tics. Dec, 23.
“The holiday season {s really The “Chicago for the

specinl someone and stay ata
bed-and-breakfast,” said
Jennifer Clarke, tourism mar-

Chicago.

A youngster rests hls fect and gets a “ride” while shopping In dovwnt:

keting specialist.

Packnges begin at $107 per
room. Included are nccommeo-
dations, taxes, breakfust, n §25
dining voucher per room good
at participating restaurants,
tote bag and a Visitor Savings
Card with discount coupons.

Be sure to ask for a "swipe
card"” from the hotel/bed-and-
breakfust or pick up oncata
local Big Boy restaurant ora
Pistons home game. Bringitto
the shopping center for your
chanee to win a $100,000
Great Lakes Crossing gift cer-
tifieate,

‘The shops provide tremen-
dous valucs on high-quality
merchandisc for a whole lot
Tess, said Clarke,

You'll find a Neiman Marcus
Clearance Center, Burlington

Avenue Qutlet, Bass Pro Shops
Outdoor World, multiple
restaurant choices, theaters, a
children's play area and lots
more.

Great Lakes Crossing is at

free (877) SHOP-GLC or check
scrossing.com.

TORONTO

“Toronto is & shoppv.-r'ﬂuparn-

isc, esp with the U.!
exchange rate,” said Ellen

Cont Factory, Off 5th Saks Fifth

4000 Baldwin Road in Auburn
Hills, For information, call toll-

the Web at wwwishopgreatiake-

Flowers, medla relations officer,
‘Tourism Toronto,

Hotel prices start as low as
$59 U.S, per night. Together In
TORONTO packages include
transportation options such as

The possibilitics for shapa-
holics are endless, Do you pre-
fer an indoor mall? Then
meander through the Eaton
Centre that is located in the
core of the city and houses
more than 300 stores,

If fun-and-funky boutiques,
second-hand stores or high-end
shops pique your interest,
cheek out the neighborhoods.

“In the Nuteracker
Neighborhood there are lots of
small cozy specialty shops,
including a shop which has the
most extensive Christmas deco-
ration collection I have ever
secn,” sald Flowers,

Check out Tourism Toronto's
Web site at www.toronto-
tourism.com or call (800) 205-
7638 for more details,

HOTEL BARONETTE'S HOLIDAY
SHOPPING PACKAGE
Looking for a close-to-home

holiday adventure mixed with
eclectic shops, upscale dining

and comfy sleeping quarters?

Then check out the Hotel
Baronctte’s Hollday Shapping
Package.

For a rate of $119 a night plus
tnx, guests receive a shopping
bag, VIP Card with coupons for
various stores at Twelve Oaks
Mall in Novi, hote] beverage
reception and a free goodie bag.
Up to four people are allowed
in a room, Mcals are not
included in the Pnckngm

Gala Hall Crabtrec &

roller conster, amusement park,
an aquarivm and & LEGO play-
ground attract familics to the
Mail of Americain
Bloomington, Minn.

Yet shopping is the main
attraction. The mammoth com-
plex houses four anchor stores
(Macy's, Bloomingdale's,
Nordstrom and Sears), more
than 500 other stores, an array
of eateries and movic theaters.

From Dec. 6-23, MLT

Evelyn, Baily Banks & Biddie
and free valet parking arc some
of the discounts offered with
the VIP Card.

After your trek through the
mall, soothe your tired muscles
at the hatel’s sauna or
whirlpool. Or dinc at the ele-
gant No. VI Chophouse &
Lobster Bar.

The package is valid on
Friday nnd Saturday nights
through Dec. 22, Reservations
are required by calling (800)
395-9009.

Hotel Baronette is at 27790
Novi Road, just off 1-96, on the
perimeter of Twelve Oaks Mall.

MALL OF AMERICA

Go ahead and bring the kids
on this shopping excursion. A

For further

information or

application materi

eall 31D H93-1183
|

A Master's
Degree...By Ghoice,
Not Necessity...Just

FOR YOU!

You took the classes you had to take to eamn your
Bachelor’s degree and start you on your career, Now
you have reached the point at which you can take
the classes you want to take, for the joy of learning,
for the excitement of intellectual discovery. That's
another kind of educational experience, and that's
the point of the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies
degree program offered at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn.

Make no mistake, it will be challenging, but our
students say that it is also a thoroughly enriching and
rewarding experience. The interdisciplinary courses
will develop your critical thinking skills and
intellectual flexibility, and you will become more
knowledgenble about yourself as well. The program
offers focused tracks as well as the opportunity to
develop your own individunlized track, and all
required courses are offered during the evening to
accommodate those with busy schedules.

From U of M-Dearhorn
A Master of Arts in Liberal Studies

Winter term classes start January 6th, For gencral
informntion and an application portfolio, please call
(3183) 693.1183, visit our websito on the
internct at http/caslumd.umich.edw/MALS or
send an e-mail to caslgrad@umd.umich.edu. We aro
conveniently located at. 4901 Evergreen Rd,,
Dearborn, MI. 48128-1491,
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Baggit
Cellnet

Communications
Classic Photography
Clippers Unisex

Hair Salon
Cloverteaf

Fine Wine & Spirits
Don’s Salon

I,

1

Empire Szechuan

From Scratch

GiGi Hunter

HerbVita

LA Weight Loss
Centers

Litle Daddy’s

MB Jewelry

Mira Linder Spa

is offering a package
to the mall for $317 per person.
This rate includes air,
hotel nccommodations and
taxes for two nights at the
Clarion Hotel in Bloomington,
free airport and Mall of
America shuttles, Mall of
America coupon book, compli-
mentary shuttle service to
Mystic Lake Casino (approxi-
mately 30 miles southwest of
the mall) and 500 Northwest
WorldPerks Bonus Miles,
Seven days advanced notice
is required. For more informa-
tion, call (800) 800-1504 or
visit
www.nwaworldvacations.com.

Mary Quinley is a Livonfa resident and
writes about food and travel for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. You
can reach her 3t MOinfo@aol.com.
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Sweet Days Pastries /
Sew Biz 4
Slades Gift Shop ;
Starbucks Coffes (
The Mac Group
The Waiting Game
Valenting
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