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2002 season. D5
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M Lady Raiders win

Meagan Thornsberry’s
game-high 25 paints paced

Unbeaten

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER

The first week of the prep hockey sea-
son went exactly right for Farmington
Unified, which won the Metro High
$School Invitational and finished unbeat-
en with 2 3-0 record.

‘The Flyers whitewashed the host
Wildcats in the tournament champi-
onship game Saturday night at Novi Iee
Arena, 5-0,

“After the way we started Friday night
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ﬂyers take tournament trophy

HOCKEY

in the first period, I think the guys knew
they had to come out and play better for
all three periods, and that's what they did
Saturday,” Farmington conch Mark
Velluced said.

“I keep telling the guys, ‘Don’t get a big
thead this early in the season. We have to
stay on an even keel, We have to work
hard every day and go from there!

“I think the guys realize how good a

team we have, and we have to play
together s a team.”

Farmington outshot Novi in the first
period, 16-2, but had just one goal to
show for it. Mike Singer scored the first
of his two gonls with an assist by Chris
Clark with 1:41 remaining.

“We pretty much controtled the play
for the whole game," Vellueei said. “We
threw a lot of shots at their goalie, Adam
Morrison, and he came up big in the first
period.”

The shots were more even in the see-

ond, 12-10, fn favor of the Flyers, who put
the puck past Morrison two more times
for a three-goal lead.

Brett Laird scored at 12:26 from Jon
Noble and Ian Chornoby, and David
Lajcaj scored with 14 seconds left in the
period from Louie Powell.

Noble made a breakout pass to
Charnoby, who sent it ahead to Laird,
who beat Morrison on the short side.

Powell won a faceofT in the Novi end,
drew the puck back to Lajcaj, who ripped

PLEASE SEE HOCKEY, D

Qakland C ollege
10 92-82 victory over visit-
ing Owens (Ohlo) CC In
women's basketbail
Saturday.

The Lady Raiders rallied
trom 2 40-38 halttime deficit
and outscored the Lady
€xpress in ihe second half,
54-42,

Thornsberry made 11 of 15
fietd goals, including one of
two trom three-polnt range,
and was 2-0l-2 shoating free
{hrows. She also led OCC with
10 sebounds for her first
career double-double.

Ashlee Larsen scored 20
points for the Lady Raiders
(3:2), 0ana Millard 16 and
Leah Anttifa 14,

Larsen also had six assists
and fous steals, Titfany Buct
five assists and six steals.

Michelle Vorst was one of
five Owens {4:2) players in
double figures with 18 points.
Tonla Willis netted 11, and
three others had 10 aplece.

The win was 0CC's first
over Owens since Jan. 31,
1995,

B Twisters in final

The Michigan Twisters will
face the Wlinais Force for the
champlanship of the Mid-—
States tournament at 7 p.m.
Saturday at Willow Run's
Devlin Field, -

The Hid-States tournament
Invotved of 19 teams from
seven states: Indiana, llinols,
Michigan, Ohio, Missourl,
Wisconsin and Minnesota,

Previously, Michigan had
been knocked out of the
Midwest tournament by the
Jackson Bombers, 137,

After the loss, the director
of the National Football
Events offered the team an
invitation to play in the Mig-
States fournament.

The Twisters (15-1) knocked
off the Detrolt Downriver
Diesels, 10-0, and the heavily-
favored South Bend
Stampede, 25-0, to earn the
right to play for the champi~
onship.

Defensively, Michigan has
shut down its opponents all
season allowing just il
points and posting a team-
record eight shutouts.

M Hoop tryouts
Tryouts for the Oakland
Titans AAU qiris basketball
team {ages 1213} will be 6:30
p.m, Tuesday, Dec. 10, and
Friday, Dec. 13, at Kensington
Academy In Beverly Hills,
The tee s $15 for two ses*
sions. For more information
call (248) 471-5491 after 5:30
p.m. of email
Oaklandtitans@hotmall.com.

W Sticks and Pucks

There wlll be two sesslons
of the Sticks and Pucks hock-
ey program at Suburban
Tealning Center in
Farminglen Hills on Saturday,
Hov, 30,

The times are noon to 150
p.m. and 2-3:50 p.m, at a cost
of $8 per session, No plck-up
games will be allowed. All
ages are welcome: full equip:
ment Is required.

There is no pre-registra-
tion; however, each session
Is fimited to 26 pariicipants,
Skaters must check In at the
front office prios to getting
onthe ice.

Mercy senlor Elizabeth Gartow scored In two individual events and helped the Marlins to third-place finishes In two refays Saturday at the Division | state
swimming and diving championshIps. Garlow was thisd In the 100-yard breaststroke and seventh In the 200 Individsal medley.
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Marlins are
state meet
runners-up

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER

Farmington iills Mercy did better
than anyone expected, even the
Marlins themselves, in the Division 1
swimming and diving state champi-
onship meet Saturday.

The Marlins, who were shooting for
a fourth-ploce finish at Eastern
Michigan University in Ypsilanti,
ended up in second place ns the win-
ner of the best-of-the-rest contest.

Ann Arbor Pioncer was the run-
awny team champion, compiling twice
as many points as runner-up Mercy
with 476, The Marlins had 201 to cas-
ily outdistance third-place Zecland,
which had 165.5.

“We appreciated the awesome tal-
ent Pioneer had, but our whole focus
was on the runner-up trophy between
us and two or three other teams,”
Mercy coach Jim Downs said, “Our
parents swete just as voeal and ener-

as anybody else”

The Marlins, who were fifth last
year and just shy of fourth place, were
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Clarkston
dominates
O&E team

BY KEM ABRANCIYK
STAFF WRIER

‘Two-thousand-two will be remem-
bered as another season in which
Oakland County girls cross country
runners left their mark.

Shannon Stanley, a senior at
Rochester Adams, broke 18 minutes
ot the state finals as the Observer &

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

Eccentric-area’s top runner.
Rochester Hills Lutheran
Northwest saphomore Laura Rolf
won the Division IV individual state
chnmgionship.
And the Clarkston runners may not
have won a state title, but it was a

BY CHRIS RAYER
STAFF WRITER

‘The long playoff road traveled this
month by the Birmingham Brother Rice
football team has resulted in another
stop at the Pontiac Silverdome,

‘The Warriors (11-2) go in search of a
sixth state champlonship Friday after~
noon as Al Fracassa, the state’s all-time
winningest coach, leads Brother Rice
into the Division 11 final against the
Lowell Red Arrows (12-1) from the
Grand Ropids nrea, Kickoff is 1 p.m.

‘This will be Brother Rice's cighth trip
to the state finals and third appearance

! FOOTBALL

in a Division II final. The Warriors were
runners-up to Saginaw in 1999, the first
year in which the playoffs were expand-
d to 256 teams in eight divisions, and
winners over Hudsonville in 2000,
“We're going to the big game and it's
wonderful;” Fracassa said after
Saturday’s 24-7 semifinal victory over
Allen Park, “We don't know what's going
to happen, but it’s just nice to go there”
Lowell brings a 10-game winning
streak into its first championship game.
Head coach Noel Dean's sqund overcame

Warriors to battle Red Arrows for title

four turnovers and 10 penalties to defeat
Davison, 31-14, Saturday.

Quarterback Mark Catlin accounted
for 237 tota) yards and four touchdowns
~ two on the ground and two through
the nir - as the Red Arrows snap)
Davison's 11-game winning stre:

e Red Arrows, whose only loss wns
+o Division I1I finalist Enst Grand
Rapids, 35-32, arc in the state playoffs
for the fifth time. They qualified in Class
A in 1997 and Division 111 the past three
years.

Lowell, which finished second in the

PLEASE SEE RICE, DS

BY PAUL SEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER

great year for the Wolves hel,
with second-place finishes at the
Division I state finnls and Springficld
QOaks regional,

The Wolves won the Oakland
Activities Association Division I
league meet, the Oakland County
meet and several invitationals,
Clarkston also was undefcated in dual
meets, often winning with reserve
runners.

So it is of no surprise that the
Wolvea lead the way on the talented
Observer & Eccentric All-Arca Gitls
Cross Country Team.

Clarkston placed four runners on
the first team and two on the second,
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Onj
“the time.
have met the enemy and they are us.”

Bof

Division I 'state final,

Falcons like to run, .
just like Shamrocks

On game days, Redford-Detroit Catholic Central
rarely sces a football team like East Kentwood, -
fce days, the Sk see that team all

As the cartoon character ‘Pogo’ once said, “We

th CC and East Kentwood are run-dominated,
ball-control teams. And because both teams® offense
is predicated by the run, CC's Tom Mach and East
Kentwood's John Shillito are very worried about
‘what they might see at the Pontiac Silverdome on
Saturday when the teams square off in the 1 p.m.

“We're getting a taste of our own medicine,”
1aughed Mach, whose team beat Macorab Dakota,
1710, in a semifinal Saturday, “The scary thing is
they do what we do - run 98 pereent of the time,
control the bail, then hit you with play action.”

Actually, no team docs what the Falcons do. East
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BRTAX MITOHELL | ORSORVER
€C's Ryan Ash (68) tackies Macomb Dakota's Steve Osowski for a loss in 8 Divisien |
state semifinal football game Saturday.
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- Find a home for your horse.

Rocking horse, household things, whatever...call today and
sell them quickly with a classified ad—1-800-579-SELL




