JA (No-OF)

Observer & [ccentric | Thursday, November 28, 2002

| AT HOME |

wwwobserverandeccentriccom

Personal treasures make special decor

BY BRENOA DOMIKICK
STAFT WRITCR

You don't have to look far-
ther than your own front door.

That's what Enid
Wasscrman, owner of A Fresh
Appronch..., an interior design
company in Birmingham,
wants people to remember
when they search for items to
use ta decorate for the holidays,

“Make the most from what
you've got,” she sid,

“I help clients o lot of times
with Thanksgiving tables and
holiday tables, to fix up the
rooms for people who ure hav-
ing guests or specinl dinners.”

Wasserman says using
“treasures” either given by fam-
ily members or bought at
antique stores makes for a nice
and special home environment.

“I like to mix family heir-
looms handed down from gen-
eration ar special picces that
came from travel” she said. A
lot of people will have things
they boughtona't

“showease” items around the
house or a specified room.

“A lot of people have things
that they pack away that they

are going to try to match the

don't know how to T
... with their decorations,” the
home organizer/designer said,

“I come in and we start
opening up drawers and start
changing things around. We
can go through the house and
find pieces where people
haven't used the place to the
best to their advantage.

“I have clients who have
antique instruments as well as
antique photographs from the
Civil War. I hove a lndy with
antique pottery that she had
hidden nway”

Gorgeous holiday tables can
be fashioned out of simple
household items.

“A Jot of times, what I like to
do is make creative tables with
beautiful table linens, settings,
flowers, ribbons, bows or
tools,” Wasscrman said.
“Antique 1‘cxlile m'llly creates &

or on a trip, or (were) even pro-
duced by a child.

“Old picees that are mean-
ingful to the fumily, mixed with
new pleees, bring o certain
warmth."

Brian Durr, n manager and
designer at Sparr’s Hearts &
Roses in Farmington Hills and
Northville, has a similar phi-
losophy.

“Use what you have that's
good,” he said, “If it's some-
thing kids made in grade
school, put it up on the tree”

SHOWCASING

‘Wasserman says she likes to

Durr says interjor holiday
decorating has taken on a new
appearance in his arca.

“Right now everyone is doing
a Martha Stewart look,” he
said, “They want, 'l walked out
into the garden, grabbed a
handfu) and brought it inte the
house' look.”

COLORS

And the colors and shades
have a new face,

“People aren’t using the tra-
ditional red and green any-
more,” Durr said, “It's the tra-
ditivnal colors but it doesn't go

“They're using more natural
colors,” Durr said. “That scems
to be what we're secing. The
same ornuments can complete-
1y change the look of the tree.
1t's like painting a reom, you
can change the whale look by
just changing the color”

Concerning themes, people
are going back to the *1950s
and '60s, pop culture retro
look,” Dutr says.

For those who don't still
have memorabilin from their
“younger days,” he recos
mends checking out
Restoration Hardware at the
Somerset Collection in Troy to
get this sort of “past time, nos-
talgic™ look for the hotidays.

“They have these neat little
metal toys (such as litite music
boxes) that turn into orna-
ments,” Durr said,

QUTSIDE

As for outside decor, there
are two approaches, Durr says.

“(Homeowners) either have
every single light known to
mankind and a thousand dol-
lar electric bill; or have deco-
rated in a simple, natural (set-
ting), with evergreen branches,
twigs; hie said.

*Solid colors make & bigger
statement. Clear, yellow or
amber, it's brighter and gives it
a commercial look with a big-
ger presence at night”

tree with what they got.” (WMS) - If you love
He says sage, taupe, loden decorative painting techniques
. (moss groen), sik berry like sponging, frottage
and other primary colors are | and stenciling, but are tired
*in® for Christmas decorations. of ordinary latex pnint,

maybe it's titne to refresh your
palette.

Metallic paints can
expand your color palette
and give you more exciting
options for creating stunning
finishes,

What's more, new water-
base metallic paints arc casy to
use.

That mecans you don't have
10 have artistic talent or
special skills to give your next
projeet some clegance and
shimmer.

Want to create a room
witly drama? Looking toadd a
Tittte luster to your living
space?

Try one of these techniques
to tutn your next painting
project from ordinary into
extrnordinary:

W Add drama with a metallic
accent wall or stencil.

Roll on one of Modern
Masters’ new opaque designer
colors, like Cranberry Mist or
Mystical Green, to create an
accent wall that will be a dra-
matic focal point for any room.

Have a favorite stencil? Roll
a coat of metallic paint onto
the wall, Then, stencil ina
complementary colot. Try col-
ors like the Metallic Paint
Collection's Platinum over
Shimmering Sky to ereate cle-
gance and drama,

(Hint: Always prime with a
quality primer-sealer, like

Metallic paints expand color palette

Glve your room a makeover with palnting techniques that use a broades
palette of paint colors = Including metaltics.

Zinsser's Bulls Eye 1-2-3 to
senl the surface and create 8
neutral “canvas™ before you
paint.}

M Go with a stripe - bold or
subtle, it’s up to you. Stripes
are a great way to add pizzazz
to any decor.

Go bold with colors like
Plum and Pale Gold from the
Metallie Paint Colicction.

Try a “barcly there” look
with a sheer transtucent
metallie paint, like Pear] White
over n flot finish off-white
paint, for just a touch of shim-
mer.

Simply tape off your stripes
and roll with an ordinary whiz
rolier.

It's that casy!

B Add little shine and

dimensionto sponging or {rot-
tage. Apply a base coat of semi-
gloss latex paint in the color of
your choice.

Then choose a metallic and
mix with Modern Masters' new
Extender per instructions.

Rag, sponge, frottage or

use another decorative
painting technique to
achieve more dimension and
interest than you can achieve
by applying ordinary latex
paint.

Loaking for more ideas for
your next decorative painting
project?

Visit wwiv.modernmas-
tersine.com for a rauge of ideas
to help transform your next
project from ordinary into
extraordinary.
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HOME CALENDAR

five Rochester area homes beautifufly
decorated tor the holidays will be fea-
tured. Tickels are $20, available in
advance only.

To buy tickels by mail, send a sell
addressed envelope wilh 3 check
payable {0 1he Friends of the
Rochester Hills Public Library - 10
fater (han Saturday, Dec. 7 - to: Holly
Walk Tickels, Friends' Library Store.
500 Olde Towne Road, Rochester, i

Tickels are alsa avaifable at Art
Contepts, Bordine Hursery Garden
Store, Dillman & Upton, Friends’
tibrary Store, RE/MA « Realty, Sharon’s
Hallmark at Rochester Hills Plaza and
University Square, and Something
Special Hallmark at Campus Corners.
Festival of Trees
The 18th annuat Feslival of Trees, 8
public display of more than 100 pro-
fessionally designed holiday irees,
vignettes, gingerbread houses and
wreaths 1o benelit Children’s Hospital
of Michigan, continues to Dec. 13t
Cobo Center, 301 Civic Center Drive in
Detroit.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Nov, 29-30;
0am.to 6 p.m. Dec. 1.
Show admission is $6 for adults, $6
{ar senlors, 54 for ages 2412 and free
for under age 2. Advance lickets are
$ltess, Additional festivat events are
Lunch with Santa, 11:30 am. 101:30
p.m. Kov. 30 (advance tickels required:
$15 tor aduits, $10 for children, and
tree for under age 2); and Holiday
Dance, 8 p.m.ta 1 am. Nov. 30 (525 per
person at the door 3nd $201n -
advance),
Call {313) 745-0178 or visit www.fol.org
fot information.

Vintage Home
Accessories
Lighting « Furniture
o Art » Glassware
» Decorations for the 3
Holidays iz

Vintage with a Vision
3305 Orchand Lake Rd.
Keego Hatbor » 248-683-2435

Canger tour
The annual Conger Holiday Home Tour
and Art Market will take place
Tuesday, Dec, 3.in Ann Arbor. Call
(734) 747-6191 for more information.
Tickets are 515 and are avaifable at
Downtown Home and Garden, Letty's,
and the Back Alley Gourmet In Ann
Arbor, Mongy raised will provide
scholarships tor women in financial
nged 10 aitend the University of
Michigan.
The tour will feature four spectacular
Ann Arbar homes. The art market will
{ake place at Barton Kills Country
Club. Fealured arlisans will inglude
Joh Shuftz of Ann Atbor and his pas*
tels of familiar Ann Ardor spols, such
25 the U-M campus, Hill Auditorium
and the Michigan Theater.

Kempt House Museum
Kempl House, 312 §. Division in Ana
Arbor, will be decorated In a tradilion:
al German Christmas theme for the
month of December, The Greek Revival
house was built in 1853. for more
information, call (734) 994-4698.
The schedule incfudes the 10Lh annuat
Christmas caroling party, 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 5; and German Family
Christmas (presenling a traditional
turn-of-the-century German
Christmas, teaturing the fully decoral®
ed house and inctuding exhibits
reflecting the Gesman celebratin of
the holiday), 14 pm. Saturdays, Dec.7
and 14, and Sundays, Dec. 8 and 15.
Admission to the caroling pasty s free
(donations accepted) and reserva-
tions aren't necessary, Admission 10
1he house is §1, free for under age 12.

KITCHEN REFACING
FREE ESTIMATES
» Now Avaatié Aforcabie NV
Cante

west (734) 421-8151

worth-east {B10) 751-1848

Www cabmetcling <o

JOIN US FOR A

French Wine Tasting
Holiday Shopping Spree

Thursday, December 5
6:00 p.m. 10 9:.00 p.m.
(complimentary valet parking)
An exquisite home decor
and European
holiday giit shoppe

tortue

3187 Orchard Lake Road
Keogo Harbor
218,681.6353

www.tortuedecor.com

orcecsersy)

Yotir Re-Decoration
Headqguarters for
the Holidayst
We have wonderful gifts for
everyone on your 11st
from fumlture 10 accessorles

to gift cenlficates

Waterflord Place Plaza

Visit the Eccentric online at
www.observerandeccentric.com
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