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Library picture worth a thousand words

the clippings at Farmington
Community Library’s new
Heritage Room showed two
peopls near a tree, and on the
irce wasa
sign.

It wasn't
dated, but
further inves-
tigation told a
story. The
white rncl‘nl

Aplclum and article among

Carlos and Ella moved to
Farmington Village, Frank pur-
chased the family farm from
them.

After World War I, Frank and
Bertha Steele had a stone bun-
galow built on the family farm.
Construction began in 1919 und
was completed In 1920, Local
contractors Fred Schaupeter
and Amos Otis did the work.
‘The stone and some of the lum-
IJU‘ was from the Stecle farm.

sign was
nailed to the
tree in front

Moehiman ]

Frank and

Bertha Stecle
in December 1949,

¢ sign and a certificate,

signed by the Governor of
Michigan, are still owned by
the family members who live in
the house Frank Steele built on
the fnmlly farm,

“The sign was presented to the
Steeles as onc of the farms in
Oukland County that was
owned by the same family over
100 years,

‘The farm is now the Old
Homestead subdivision, The
tree is no longer in front of the
house at 35810 11 Mile Road,
but an cighth generation of the
ariginal settler’s family are now
growing up in the Frank Steele
house, which is part of the
Farmington Hills Historic
District.

PIONEER'S HOME

In 1824 when Farmington
was founded, Edward Steele
rodce horseback from East
Bloomfield, New York to sclect
his farm in the Michigan terri-
tory. He was 24 years old at the
time.

He picked out 240 acres
which also contained a fast
moving stream. It was the age
of waterpowetr, so the stream
wasa vg):nblc asset.

Edward Steele rode home. By
the time he returned with his
family three years later, he had
sctup a partnership for run-

ning a grist mill with his broth-
er, Harman, and Howland
Mason, a skilled miller. Mason
fashioned the bedstone and

of the home of

runner to grind the wheat from
stones in the neighborhood. It
was the first grist mill in this
par of Oakland County.

As Edward Steele farmed his
land, a little village grew up
around the mill,

Edward and his wife Louisz
had a son, Carlos, in 1828,
Edward Stecle died 16 years
later,

He was only 36 and left
young Carlos to run the farm.

‘The mill was sold and had
numerous owners. When it
beecame economically unre-
warding to operate, it was dis-
mantled in 1930.

Carlos married his second
wife, Ella Nelson, in 1866, They
had cight children, four of
whom attended Michigan State
Normal College at Ypsilanti,
now Eastern Michigan
University and became teach-
ers. The youngest, Frank,
taught in Detroit and became
principal at the Macmillan
School. He married Bertha
Crosby in 1901. Bertha was the

daughter of Andrew Crosby, the

first Michigan man to enlist in
the Union Army during the
Civil War.

It was reported that Frank
Steele met Bertha Croshy at
college. After they married,
they lived in Farmington vil-
lnge, and Frank was able to
commute by Detroit United
Railway to his job teaching in
Detroit. From the turn of the
century to the late 1920s, the
Detroit United Railway was
Michigan's mass transit system.

BURKED HOME REPLACED
111904, the original family

housc on the Steele farm
burned, and Frank's parents

supplied electric-
ity fnr the house, As rond trans-
portation improved, Frank
Steele was able to commute to
his position in Detroit by model
T Ford, and there was a stone
garage to house the family car.
A Ford tractor was used on the
farm, where a hired hand did
most of the work.

Both Frank and Bertha Steele
were active in the Farmington
community.

Frank served on the
Township Board and was s
Justice of the Peace.

Frank Steele also wrote a his-
tory of Sleepy Hollow and the
mill for the Onkland County
Pioneer and Historical Society
in 1936, leaving a record of
Farmington’s first mill and the
little town that existed fora
short time,

Bertha Stecle died in 1954, In
1955, in cooperation with abut-
ting with land owners,
0ld Homestead Subdivision
was platted on the Stecle
farm,

Frank Stecle died hawving left
no children, and by that time,
the farm had been subdivided.

The house went to Frank
Steele’s njece Florence Stecle
Sharply whose daughter Betty
and her husband Robert Bohm
were the next owners.

‘Their son, also Robert Bohm,
and his wife Mary now live in
the house with their children.
They are completing some
restoration work on their
antique home.

The stone bungalow, built on
land that has been in the family
since 1824, is a very special part
of Farmington Hills,

Ruth Moehiman s a lecal historian and
resident of Farmington Hills.
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Need knows no season

BIll Parris wanted to help others out and make a little extra money for the holidays so he signeduptobe a
Salvation Army bell ringer. He greeted every peeson in front of the Target Store on Grand River with a friendly
“Good Moraing" on Friday.

Ma ness
Sale.

EVERYTHING
ON SALE!,

24 MONTH
FREE FINANCING*

Fiman

Your Fitness Solutions SuperStore

ROYAL DAK TROY WEST BLOOMFIELD AUSBURN HILLS CANTON
31372 Woodward Avo 846 E. Big Beaver Rd 6189 Haggerty 4197 Beldwin Rd 42432 ford Rd
(just north of 13 Ml Rd) (st Rocheser intersecton) {ust north of Mu!o Rd) {across from Great Lakes Crossingl {1 mile west of 1-275°
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Luxury Senior Apartment Homes

Visit us during our
OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday
Decenmber 5thy 61h,
Tth mad 8th
from 12:00-6:G0 p.na,

ONE
MONTH
FRELE"®

* Beautiful studio and one
bedroom apartment homes
 Sclection of services available
= Courtesy transportation
 Daily social events and activities
» Excellent location

* So nuich more!
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