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Readers share 'Spectacular’ Christmas memories

BY KEELY KALESKI
STAFF WRITER

Jean Mattingly of
Farmington grew up in
Brooklyn, New York and went
{o see the Rockeltes *many,
fany times” with her grand-
tnother, aunt and sisters,

. She sent us a program from
the Saturdny, Jan, 8, 1949 show.
Perry Como, Judy Garland,
Lena Horne, Gene Kelly,
Mickey Rooncy, and Ann
Sothern were among the cast
members. Mattingly is one off
the winners in our “Share your
‘Radio City' Memories” contest
and reccived four tickets to the .
Friday, Dec. 6 performance,

. Attending The Radio City
Christmas Spectacular is a holi-
day tradition in many families.
Readers shared their memories
of attending the show either
ficre or in New York for the
chanee to win free tickets,

*I was theilled when the
famous Rockettes began doing
a Christmas Show at the Fox,
said Mattingly. "Sccing the
Rockettes has brought back
many happy memories for me”

Victoria Heugh of Rochester
Hills also won four tickets to
the Friday, Dec. 6 performance,

“I have great memories of the
Radio Christmas Spectacular,”
she wrote. *I attended it for the
very first time three years ago
with my aunt, son, and daugh-
ter on the day after
Thanksgiving. The show was
indeed spectacular. One scary,
but kind of funny moment was
when one of the dancing bears
got too near the front of the
stage and fell off, right into the
{ap of an nudience member, No
one was hurt, and the show
continued”

‘Our runners-up won two
tickets to see the Rockettes,
heve are their stories:

*“My first memory of the
Radio City Christmas
Spectacular is going to Radio
City Music Hall with my par-
ents in New York City,” wrote:
Kathy Kennedy of Bloomfield
Hills, "Having scen it numcrous
times §n NYC, I was thrilled to
see it coming to Detroit, Tuking
my children, going with loved
ones and friends, I never tirc of
seeing it.

‘ “Probably one of the most
memorable times seeing the
show was when our college
group decided to go together.
Onc of the fellows took charge
of getting the tickets and we
had agreed that dinner at the
DAC would certainly top off the
cvening. When the day came,
the ‘party plannet’ was unable
to attend due toillness. We all
went anyway, including his
wife. We had a terrific time,
charged dinnce at the DACon
his account, but did buy hima
Radio City Rockette Doil to
console him., The doll goeson
his Christmas tree cvery year.
We still chuckle about that”

CHILDHOOD MEMORY

Patricia Klinger, alsoa
Bloomfield Hills resident,
remembers getting d
Sunday best and taking the
train to downtown New York
with her mom and sister to sce
the Rockettes, They waitedina
line, blocks long to get tickets.
“We waited a long time and it
yvas bitter cold,” she wrote. *We
had on ankle socks and 1
remember putting my mittens
on my fect and forcing them
into my Sunday shoes, n very
uncomfortable feat. I still shud-
der when I remember the cold.

her

RADIO CITY

Rockeln

Jean Mattingly of Farmington, one of the winners i our “Share your ‘Radio

MUSIC HALL

tlee Centar

Clty’ Memorfes™ contest, sent this program from the Jan. B, 1949, Rockettes

performance at Radia Clty Muslc Hall.

We got into the second per-
formanee, Once we sat down
and thawed out we stopped
complaining and enjoyed the

show. In spite of it all it turned

out to be a wonderful day and
the next year we were back in

line again, this time with tick-
ots)”

Margaret Johnston, a
Commicree Township resident,
remembers going to Radio City
Music Hall with her grand-
mother. “The show was beauti-
ful, how the dancets stayed per-
fectly in step with each other
was just amazing to me,” she
wrote. “I have been to the Fox
Theatre's Christmas
Spectacular and it brought
back wonderful memories, The
Rockettes are just as awesome

as my girlhood memories. It
definitely is a great way to get
into the spirit of the holidays”

*I remember two years ago
my mom, my fricnd and her
mom went to sec the Radio City
show in Detroit (or the first
time,” wrote Maria Stoll, 10 of
Livonia, “I was 50 excited. It
was o spectacular site! There
was Santa’s workshop and the
talented Rockettes. Now I want
to go back every year s a fami-
ly tradition, It was the best

| was so excited. It was a spectacular site! There was
Santa's workshop and the talented Rockettes. Now | want to
go back every year as a family tradition.’

Marla Stolt
10 years old Livonia resident

i

tume, o very large winter coat.
Our guide showed her

where she would walk on
stage from the wings and she’

Fox with her sweetheart.
*Right there at the aisle, he

got down on one knee while ¢

crowd of onlookers giddy with

glec, They knew what wnscom-  looked out on to the enormous
ing, and didn't I too. Tiny boxin  stage, and then broke into

his hand, his love so truc, His tears saying "Mama, I don't
eyes filled with tears, hislips want to do this!’ We went back
barely parted, his voice trembled  to our seats and another, slight-
slightly, my heart jumped and ly older girl was selected for the

started, 'Will you marry me?*
Enchanted right there, I replicd
*Yes!’ around us applause and
care!l”

A few months after giving
birth to twin girls, Rhonda Van
Horn's husband surprised her

part. She loved the show from
our seats out front. Sarah is
now 14 and regrets that she
missed her big chance to be in
the Radio City Christmas
Spectacular”
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Glitidea
he Michigan Humanities Council is
selting a 74-minute CO featuring per-
forming artists and cultural presenters
who have been a part of Michigan's
Great Qutdoors Culture Tour since
1998. The Promise of Place: Journeys
Through Michigan's Quldoors
Includes cotorful tales and tunes of fife
inthe Great Lakes Stae: Maritime bal-
T3ds, cuitural insights, Paul Bunyan
talt-tales, voyageur adventures. north-
woods legends, Finaish music and
Ojibwe traditions.
Selections from 22 musicians, story*
1ellers and interpreters Include the
works of Kitty Bonahoe, Neil
Woodward, Lee Murdock, Tom and
Christ Kastie, Donn Werling and many
more. The CD, with tax and shipping.
costs $14.50, Check the Michigan
Humanities Councll Web site at
www mithiganhumanities.orgiculiure-
tout/2002¢Dorderhtm for an otder
form. Or mail a check to Michigan
Humanities Council/CD to the council's
northern office, PO Box 435, Escanaba,
M) 49829-0455,

with o homemade gift cortifi-
cate for a mystery date.

She was told to dress up, and
grandma stayed with the kids
at home in Livonia. The
evening began at the Whitney
where Rliondn’s husband treat-
ed her to dinner. After dinner
they were off 1o the Fox. *[ can't
believe my husband has ever
even heard of the Rockettes but
here we are, second row center,
and [ am stunned,” she wrote,
“The show is fabulous, like
nothing I've ever seen.
dancing, the costumes, the
whole show is bigger than life
ard even my husband is having
awonderful time.”

Mary Knuper of Bloomfield
Hills went to New York City for
New Year's Eve with her hus-
band and five-year-old daugh-
ter in 1993, They got tickets to
sec the Christmas Show at
Radio City Music Hall. While
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Handyman

CONNECTION

sww.handymanconnection.com

The Original Home Repair Specialists!

show ever. Keep up the good scated, a *very nice lndy
work Rockettes” approached us to ask if she §
could nsk our daughter if she i
A PROPOSAL wanted to be in the show asa ¢
walk-on when Santa was on
Theresa Latour of Westland  stage. We agreed and Sarah was
will never forget the timeshe  thrilled. We all went back stage
went to sce the Rockettes at the  to get Sarah fitted for her cos- Prosontod by
g
Fifth Third Bank :
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Now - Decemger 28 ¢ Fox Theatre

Amye Earty! Doors 0pen 50 minutes pnor 10 Showhime.

Great Seats are avaiabie ai the Fox Thaalre and Joe Loxss Arena box oftces,
Hackeytown Authentics in Troy (without sarvice charges) and at al
Gcketmaster Jocabons, ncudng Marshatl Fialdy.
CHARGE BY PHONE 248.432,1518
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UPCOMING FVENT -
Boston Pops  Keith lockhart cnturts
e'plunﬂde Kathleen Brett sepeane
Jett Danicls narrator

Orchestra oo putmon prstessacer

Holiday Concert!

with the University Singers

Californio State University, Fullerton

Jonn Alesander drectes

Today! ¢pm

Coster hrena « AnnAtbor

The Bostan Paps Explanade Drehestra takes center
cautt n Cnster Arena on Sunday, Oecembet Hfara
specialnatidoy cantert. Complete mith vecsons!
muse, standard gome-time concensions, o sing-
afong of your faverite holiday tunes, and guest
appearantes by Santa Claus and other focal
celebrities, this event is the perfect holiday
celebrotion for the entire famly?
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Emerson
String Quartet

tn12/133pm

Rackham Auddormum « Ann Artor

touded glotally s 8 sthng quortet that appraathes

Hoth clasuicel and contemparary munic with

equal mastery end enthusrasm, the Emerson

Stung Quartet seturns for its tenth UNS concert.

PRAOGRAM

Smitana Stong Quartetan ¢ minor,0p. 114

{"From My Life")

Shostokonth  Stnng Quadet A 0, Op. 11¢

Schubert  Strng Quantetind miner, D 118
("Deathand the Maiden)

Iytered o 184 ot 1019 1800 gl Do M
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Altan
ATraditional
Gaelic Seasonal &

it pecial guests

Lasise Kelly harp

Seamut Begley

Jim Mursay guter

Step dancens from Kerry

50t 12/ 142pm

Miehigan Theater s Ann drbor

“Alton continues to be one of the Celtie marld's
great treasures, gifted with 6 feont hne that 13 9
heer powerhoute.” {Los Angeles Times.) With
theit eaquinitely produced amard-sinming record-
logs, 1onging from the mast semiitive and touth~
ing 0)4 Inth £5ngs 1o hard-hitting ceels ond jigs,
Aftanis tommitted 1o bringing the beauty of tra-
ditional Insh music to contemporary dudiencct.
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