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BERGERON g,
ricdeh i In the meantime, Farmington
FROMPAGEAT = Public Schools Superintendent
Bob Maxficld wonders why more
survey, to determine support for arents didn't attend the grade-
I ith i o level ings at OLS and is ask-
PublicSchooly. 17 * ing those who have been reluctant
“As businessmnn, you'wantto  to speak up to do 50 now.
go with the truth,” Bergeron sald., Some OLS parents remember
Admitting that he is personally  Maxfield's statement carlier this

against shared time, he said he
wanted a true representation of
how parents felt.

“Hearsay is no good,” Bergeron
sald. “What good are opinions?
Why not do a ballot? T have given
over §200,000 (to the church) in
thelast five years. I fecl I have

been betrayed. The church belongs

to the people”
‘The accounting firm issued its

report Dee. 3. That report indicat-

ed that 65 percent of those who
returned pallots opposed shared
time, The bullots, which were
mailed Nov. 12, simply asked par-
cnts to cheek a box, *I support
shared time” or "I do not support
shared time.”

-Of 857 ballots mailed, 191 were
réceived as of Dec. 3, a retuen of

about 30 pereent. The results; 123

familics do not support sh:

time; 62 support shared time;
ree were returned marked “no

sirch address/ number”; two were

comments only, and one had no

postage.
*Doeren Mayhew mailed a ballot
dress

16 every parent with an
listed {n the Qur Lady of Sorrows

Student Directory as published by

the Parent Teachers Gulld,?

car. He said shared time would

have to be supported by more than
50 pereent of OLS parents,
. “"Your standard of n ‘vast mnjori-
ty’ of parents supporting shared
time has not been met,” Bergeron
wrote in a Dec. 12 letter to
Maxfield. "You indicated that you
wouldn't institute s it

offering to meet with him toset up
aballot, which Bergeron said he
wouild pay for under the condi-
tions that it be non-emotional,
fmgilcd directly to parents from an

Monsignor Hurley: Most Sorrows
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(n A’J.

parents back shared time

3 firm and
that the ballots be returned to that
accounting firm.

Maxficld wrote Bergeron back
Oct. 18 with a copy to Hurley. He
stated hls firm belief that "we
should trust the process.”

© “Ibelleve it would be presump-
tuous and inappropriate to the
school district to conduct an inde-
pendent survey of the Sorrows
parent community,” the letter con-

tinued.
While Bergeron said the school

1y program at any public school if
the majority of parents were
against that program. The mojori-
ty of parents at Our Lady of
Sorrows are not in favor of shared
time and therefore shared time
should not be impl d”

 district had been cooperative, he
also called the process “stacked.”
After grade-level ings con-

In to a request for comment,
Our Lmly of Sorrows pastor Monsignor
‘Walter Hurley offered this statement;

“I am gratcful to the Observer staff for
sharing the most recent study regarding
shared time commissioned by a parish-
ioner. We had not previously received a
copy of this study.

*“During the months of Scptember
through November, Me. Watson, the prin-
cipal of Our Lady of Sorrows School, con-
ducted a series of informational grade level
meetings with parents. At these i

“There is serious question regarding
the methodology of the recent study.
Many parents were offended by this
biatant attempt to continue a personal
crusade against shared time.’

Monsignor Watter Hurley, In his letter

Mr. Watson shared his vision for the school
including shared time.
“Parents then had the opportunity to ask
ions and share their ideas,

cluded in early November,
Maxfield expected recommenda-
lh‘ms would be forwarded to the

In the Vol. 5 Nov. 14 “School
News" letter to parents, Principal
James Watson advised parents,
“Any mafling you reccived from
Lawrence Sisnon CPA /o Doeren
Mayhew taking a poll on shared
time has Ni cn authorized or

and parents
council. Those two groups would
then decide whether to resubmit
the shared-time proposal to the
school district.

“I expect that the recommenda-
tions will include an appropriate

approved by OLS School and
should be discarded.”

The accounting firm said proce-
dures were in accordance with
standards established by the
American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants. Docren
]Mnyhcw counted the returned bal-
uts.

Bergeron wrote Maxficld Oct. 9

the
Iev:.-ll of parent support,” Maxficld
said.

He expected recommendations
no later than carly January so that
the issue could go to the school
board in cither January or
February,
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Information for Road Watch s supplied
by the Road Commission for Dakland

County (www. rcocweb, org). Information
is subject to change.

WEST BLOOMFIELD TWP.

M Road: Maple Road, Heather
Heath Lane to Rutledge Park
Street (between Orchard Lake
and Middlebelt) — West
Bloomficld Twp. is administer-
ing a project to ndd a center left-
turn lane, Motorists should
cxpect delays.

FRANKLIN / BLOOMFIELD TWP.
. W Ronidi 14 Milé, Telegraph to

Franklin — This section of 14
Mile is closed so that the Detroit

_
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$3180

reg $4060
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‘Water and Sewerage WATERFORD TWP.
Department can install a water R
regulation chamber adjacent to M Road: Elizabeth Lake Road,
the 3 from Cass Lake to Cooley Lake .

The detour route is Telegraph,  roads. RCOC is widening this E
Maple and Franklin, Motorists  road from four lanesto five. The g
trying to reach Franklin Cider road is open to two-way traffic,
Mill should use the detour raute.  but some side streets are closed at A
Wark is cxpected to be complete  Elizabeth Lake. Work is expocted
in January, to becomplete by Dec. 1,
NovI WEST BLOOMFIELD TWP. l

M Road: 12 Mile, from # Road: Maple Road, Heather
Meadowbrook to Novi. RCOCis  Heath Lane to Rutledge Park

idening this road to a four-1 treot (& Orchard
boulevard, and Middlebelt) — West

Partial completion (utilities Bloomfield Township is adminis- R
installed/moved and temporary  tering a project to n£l acenter
pavement down) by early left-turn lane. Motorists should
December. Full completion is expect delays. Completion is A
expected in 2003, expected Dee. 3.
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Sale ends Dec. 31

While supplies last!

Full Sized
- GRAND
$9875

" reg. S16.575

with Bench

BABY GRAND
that plays itself

$9900

(80 $15.670

88 kev Piano

_ Never needs tuning

51495

reg. $7195

Quality
BABY GRAND
S$6250

reg. $9675
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“From a school population of 1,120 stu-
dents (650 families), approximately 177
parents came with questions, concerns and
support for our efforts. A total of 40 indi-
vidua) parents voiced opposition to shared
time,

“In a carefully orchestrated meeting of
the sixth grade level, a small group came
together to launch an attack that was dis-
ruptive enough to require the meeting to
be terminated. Most parents were offended
at the behavior of a few that contravenes
everything we belicve and stand for.

“It is significant that an carlier study,
undertaken by a law firm last spring, was
never shared or discussed with the admin-
istration of OLS School or Parish. The
most recent study by an accounting firm
was undertaken only after the parent
meetings indicated parental support. The
accounting firm refused to identify who

hed retained them or who had authorized
them to use information from the private
directory published by the school.

cre is scrious question regarding the
methodology of the recent study. Many
parents were offended by this blatant
attcmpt to continue a personal crusade
against shared time.

“Our Lady of Sorrows requested that
parents disregard this unauthorized and
flawed study.

“From the information we received from
the meetings held, we believe about 90
percent of our parents are not opposed to
shared time.

“When this is considered, along with
approval from both our school committee
and our parish council, this represents
strong support of our decision to imple-
ment a program of shared time, The issue
here is about serving children not only
today, but into the future”
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Call our office at:
1-734-455-2609
1-800-343-3384

127 S. Main Str

with the benefits of...

TAX DEFERRAL

"The Contender" Gleaner Annuity, 5 year certificate that earns
5.2% the first year and 4.2% yearly 2-5 years. The minimum
single premium deposit is $5000, act now to "lock-in" on

seguence (first-Tith), B%-first year, 7%-s¢cond year, 6%-third year, S%-fourth yeat, 4%-tfth year and 0% thereafter.
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