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L OTHER OPINIONS |

Deficit this big no time

Goveelect Jennifer Granholm handles
ichigan's enormous looming deficit will
along way to determine her success or
fallure/over the next four years, i
The numbers are truly dsunting. Even pfter
the cuts put through by'current Gov. John
Englénto get thia i uui jear's budget balanced,
the best estimate is that the deficit for the fiscal
year ning next October is as much a8 §1.8
X "4 billiog, That's 20 pereent of
J; billion in total state dis-
nary spending! |
" Grdnholm [s talking tough,
Hasizing cutting the budg-
han i; ing taxes.
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" she told the Detroit
 Pressin an Interview last
* week, “f think of Lee Incocen,
. wholused to say if he can't find
5 nt to cut in any budget
{ira given year, then they
should move him on.3
In last week's coluriin, 1 argued the terrible
budget situation provided the Granholm admin-
istration with a great:opportunity to conduct a
fundamental and sweeping review of the opera-
tiona and costs of state government. For
instance: o
M Fix out of ccntm& health care costs.
Medieald, a rigid and rule-driven federally
defined benefit plan, now consumes around
one-quarter of the state budget, Long-term fixes
will have to come fram Washington. But in the
short run, Michigan could curb costs by promot-

ing hamc-.nnd mr‘nmunlly-buscq carc instead of .

P T n ge for
optional services. Granholm is already talking
ngoul getting Midwestern states together to save

moncy by buying prescription drugs in large
quantities to sell through Medicare.

M Scll unneeded capital assets, The state
already plans on closing the Northville
Psychiatric H Luspitul and sclling off the b\lild‘-ll‘gs

nnd lapd. A h inventory of

Diilldings and property would turn up all kinds
of unneeded and overlooked capital assets that
could be turned into cash, For example, the state
owns liternlly hundreds of thousands of acres of
forest land. Some of this land could be sold, sub-
ject to cons i quiring public
‘aceess, for controlled timbering, thercby provid-
ing johs in the forest industry and putting the
lnné back on local tax rolls,

M Usc technology.to cut costs. The private
sector Is already experiencing remarkable pro-
ductivity increases and cost savings by use of
information teclinology. It's time to vse these

for business as usual

The numibers are truly daunting. Even after
the cuts put through by current Gov. John
Engler $o get this fiscal year's budget
balanced, the best estimate is that the
deficit for the fiscal year beginning next
October is as much as $1.8 biflion. That's 20
percent of the $9 hillion in total stafe
discretionary spending! i, e
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‘_ulmust everybod,

s we head toward the home streteh in
2002, I can’t help but look back on what
has been an interesting year.

1 can't help look back, because 1 have to go
through nll of our past ncws stories to come up
with the retrospective we always publish at the
end of the year, Some I'd forgotten, although
they scemed really important at the time.

For instance, in January, Gov. John Engler
proposed 0'$200 {)cr pupil increase in state
funding for schools. For a few weeks there,
ly loved him. Remember?

Farmington Public School officials came up
with a unique boundary plan that paired up
*“companion” scho?ls, to help km.:p morc kids in

tools in government. State uuc%tillu
computers and IT have been hatastrung for
years by out of date and Inflgzible purchasing
rules; a far-reaching m-lcvfg:in’ardcr.

W Fund outcomes; cut pootly performing pro-
grams. For many years, the banc of budget cut-
ting has been that various programs are started
and funded but never killed when they don't pan
out. How come? But by the time people start
looking carcfully’at the actual outcomes and
their costs, the various interests that benefit
from the expenditure rally round and lobby
against cuts, I've always thonght that a sim| ple
solutiori would be to sunset — a nice word

i after

*kitl” — any gov

it runs for 20 years, regardless of autcome or
constituency cries. Ifa program is really worth-
while, & majority can always be found to re-
introduce it with contcmporary improvements.

M Streamline cducation, In some states, only
half of cvery dollar appropriated for education
ever makes it into the classroom. Why? There
are lots of reasons, but onc is the very high per-
pupil costs run up by small school districts to
provide their own bus scrvices, 1T, food and
security programs and financial record keeping.
Frankly, I doubt if the political will exists to con-
solidate some of Michigan's small and ineflicient
school districts, But significant economies of
scale could be achieved by consolidating these
support fuactions into regional service centers
serving & number of districts,

Some will shrink from this list as too radical.
But when you're facing a budget deficit as seri-
ous as this, it's no time for business as usual.

Phil Power is ihe chalrman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get yous
reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at
ppower®homecomm.net. -

their h 1 hope
we editorialized in support of that. It still
sounds like a great iden.

Or how about the guy from Westland who
was charged with assault after he KO'd a
Farmington-based photographer for taking
sensual pictures of his wife? You don't sce sto-
ries like that every day.

1n Farmington Hills, maybe. :

1'd almost forgotten that the City of
Farmington Hills put up $250,000 for a five-
year contract that guarantees space at the new
Farmington Players Bam for city programs
and events, I got a sneak peek at the Barn dur-
ing an open house; looks like it'll be worth
every penny spent,

San Marino golf course’s nine-holc expan-
sion broke ground this year, along with con-
struction of condo units on the Eleven Fines
property at 11 Mile and Halsted. ‘While that
project’s mostly off the public plate, the
planned unit development in the Golden
Triangle ot 14 Mile/Orchard
Lake/Northwestern has cased right into that
available council "public input™ space,

| 111_c laptop ba:adit ended hhm{mrthis)t'mr,
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Tell uS youf favorite -
story from the past year

1 can't help ook back, because | have to go
through all of our past news stories to
come up with the retrospective we always
publish at the end of the year, Some I'd
forgatten, atthough they seemed really
important at the time.

office would have staged & revolt. * .
1 The best and worst examples of the public
rocess in government; the former exemplified
gy Clarenceville School District's open meetings
that allowed the public to mect and question
new Superintendent Cheryl Leach beforeshe
was hived; the latter demonstrated by the City of
" o et h 1o replaci

retiring city councilman Bill Hartsock. No,
folks, we haven't quite gotten over that one yet.
8 The tragic deaths of four McKennett family
members in & Kentucky car accident, as they
drove home froin a Florida vacation, will stay  *
with me a Jong time. It's hard to understand the
utter ) andthed ing loss for
their remaining family members, includinga 17-
year-old dnughter. But it was wonderful to see
friends and the community rally behind them.
W One of my favorite stories of the year was
“Everybody’s Reading: Pay It Forward” We had
the opportunity to publish n few anecdotes shared
by those who had experienced a kindness done
with no request for repoyment. The idea created
i the book by Trevor McKinnon s that fnstead of
paying a favor back, people would pay it forward -
doing semcﬂaing for someone they eouldn't do for

Hills Police Sgt. Wayne Beerbower. Every time 1
saw another report on our police blotter, I had to
wonder if they'd cver eatch up with him.

And 1'd have completely forgotten about that
case if I hadn’t becn leafing through our 2002
newspapers. That made me wonder what our
readers remember, so I thought I'd ask.

1naminute.

First, here's o list of the stoties I'd love to for-
get, but can't:

W The oddest political season in my recollee-
tion, during which candidates switched races
{n mid-strcam, dropped out, walked out and
talked out. If candidates had held one more
House race press inour

In case you didn't catch this story the
first time around, there'’s always time to catch up.
Read the book. Live the fdea

Now we'd like to know which stories you
enjoyed most, which you remember most - ar
cven which stoties you think we should have cov-
ered and didn't. Hey, we can take the heat. Send
your submissions via any of the avenues listed
below by Dec. 26, and we'll publish them in our
Dec. 29 or Jan. 2 editions, as space is available.

Jool Hubred is editor of Ihe Farmington Obseever. She
welcomes your comments [ person or by mail at 33411
Grand River, Farmington, M1 48335; by phone, (248) 477
5450; by FAX, {248) 4T7-9722; or via e-mail,
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DECEMBER 24 -2PM ® NORTH GRAND COURT
M N AN EXTRAORDINARY HOUDAY TRADITION AT SOMIRSET COLLLLTION
ST Chfldren of all ages are invited 1o join The Rayal Court av they
N send Santa back to the North Pole on a ane-of-a kind day that they 1l
o never forget. With Santas annual joumey gt houns away. this magical
L <end off 15 a wonderful chance for children to see him one last time
Every shoe in stock.
Exé;ﬂ,"ofcebm, “doi dlearance shoes which are olready ol greot prices.
y COLLECTION
FamDUS€ FOOtWCal'. FOR SANTA URATTS, CALL SCNN (SaMExaT CARTLE NI NITwORK) 248 841 4430
Brond name shoss for lesss Nitsis MAZCUS, SAKS Fahi AN, Noabstros, Marsut Fan's
N AND MOAL THAN 180 OTHER LINIQUE R40FS AND ANTALRANTS
Forh 1800 8] o visk v1 cnbre of 2 FOR MORE INTO 1OCON TO WW W THISOM RETCILECTION COM
. K . Promokion vold heough 12/28/02. -
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