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a child, The documentary
includes an interview with
Menotti. We're recreating his
story. This is a Menotti ])roduc-
tion.

“It’s really special. I want to
get children away from video,
want them to expericnce live
theater and sound. Opera =
there’s nothing like it”

Michacl Atchoo was only 10
years old when he first saw
Amabl & the Night Visitors at
Music Hall last year. Today, he
steps onto the Detroit stage as o
mcmbcr of the children’s cho-

’rhc Troy student has never
sung opera before and couldn't
wait for the first rehearsal in
Smith Theatre at Qakland
Community College in
Farmington Hills, where
Lynch's brother, Ed Callaghan,

Friends and family have
come together to help with the
production in any way they
can. Mary Ann Atchoo,
Michael's mother, agreed to let
her son audition not only
because of her friendship with
Lynch but because of the
opportunity for Michael to
sing in nn opera company with
professionals like Lynch, who
has performed in numerous
roles with Michigan Opera
Theatre, Dayton Opera and
Toledo Opera since graduating
with a bachelor's degree in
theater fram Marygrove
College.

“It’s given him adifferent
appreciation for music when
sameone shows an interest in

you Jike Mary,” says Atchoo,
“I'm so exeited. Michacl's ficly
interested in piano and has
won awards. I think it's so nice
for him to be well-rounded, amd
it gives him an appreciation for
the arts. Theater is one my pas-
sions and the symphony. We
took the kids to see it last year.
1just loved it. It was only 50
minutes long and in English”

A student at St. Regis
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Catholic Schoal in
Birmingham, Michael thought
the “music and story were
great,” so even though he really
didu't expect 1o pass the audi-
tion, the 11-year old winted to
try ont for the chorus,

“My favorite purt is when
Amahl gives the cruteh to the
« men atid then he can

Nu.hf Visitors — that it
giving that we reeei
the story impor-
Rottman this holi-
. The mother ofa

month-old and with anoth-
crehild on the w aditioned
fin the cho: hearing
about the production from a
tellow member of Kirk in the
Hills Presbwterian Chareh
Choir in Bloon:feld Hills,

“Is geared toward kids and
getting kids interested in
music, nnd being a Christmas
opera it's great for the holidays,”
says Rottman, a Waterford resi-
dent. “I've never done opera
before but was always in choral
groups in Pennsylvania and

Grand Rapids. | auditioned for

it because it was something dif-
ferent, It's been ﬁm s

Steve Lussman, John Mac Masters and Danlel Washington play the three klnusiollnwlnu a starthat will take them to a speclal chlid for wncmmv bear gifts.

“It's really so gratifying to
talk to kids about opera.
..You want to hook them
young.'

Mary Callaghan tynch
founder, Motor City Lyric Opers l

the end of November and we go
on Dee. 197

‘T'his is the second year for
members of the Eisenhower
Dance Ensemble. Artistic
director and founder Laurie
Eisenhnwer choreographed the
dunce last year under the
vatchful cye of Menotti. Like
tchoo and Rottmau, it was
Eisenhower's first opera but not
her first collaboration.
Etscnhower Dance Ensemble
frequently brings in guest cho-
reographers for its fiveconcert
season, She's currently working
with the Southfield-based
Detroit Chamber Winds &
Strings and the Great Lakes
Chamber Music Festival for a
June 28 performance of

ky's The Soldier’s Tale

very fast.

at the Seligman Family
Performing Arts Center at

Detroit Cauntry Day School in
Beverly Hills,

“Frankly, I was o little nerv-
ous nbout the project with
Menotti coming last yeas,” says
Eisenhower “It's a very short
dance by the peasants for the
three kings and I incorporate
some of the chorus people.
That was my biggest task
because Menotti didn't want it
to feel scparate from the pro-
duction”

Lynch attributes the success
of the production to artists like
Eisenhower and board mem-
bers like Tutman, Martha
Reeves and Frank D. Stella,
who are willing to devote time
to bring opera to a lnrger audi-
ence, The 2003-2004 scason
offers n spring production of

Little Womien in addition to the
holiday classic Amahl & the
Night Visitors, but before then
Lynch and Reeves plan to take
the art into melmpolltcm
Detroit cl with an

Bloomficld and was amazed
how nene of them had been to
a real opera. You want to hook
them young. I took my daugh-
ter Caitinatoge 2 1/2tosee ¢
me sing the role of Yum-Yumiin ;
The Mikadoat Michigan Opera
‘Theatre, I taught voice and she |
canie to choir with me and now ;
she’s entering the Cincinnati
Conservatory of Music fora
master's degree in fall alter
graduating with a degreein
vocal performance from
University of Michigin, My son
Paddy was 4 years old when 1
was Musetta in Li Boheme, He
sat there for the entire three
acts and didn’t move, They just
grew up it, It's been part nl‘,
their lives.

“With the company 1 want to
present family-friendly opera,
1o make it accessible, very cost-
fricndly, The idea was for them |
to be able to go and expericnce
a picce of theater. Amahlisa -
perfect introduction fnto the |
warld of opera for audicnee .,

t for whom this might |

Opera on Wheels program.

“Wwe' rcjust getting it ofTthe
ground,” says Lynch. “It's really
s0 gratifying to talk to kids
about opera. 1 was in a third-
grade classroom in West

be their first opera. We're hap-
ing to reach familics, I feel
grateful to make a difference in
children's and families’ lives”

'
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gel outside and
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hornhollow Tree Farm

Cut your own Christmas Trees!
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