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“You wark so hnrd all your life
to be a part of something like
this. I was (part of it) in high
school, and now [ am in col-
Tege. 1 just feel so lucky”

Grand Valley was ranked No,
1in Division 1I all year after
nurrowly losing the 2001
championship game, 17-14 to
North Dakota, Hoad sald the
fecling of that loss stayed with
the players throughout the off-
season workouts, and during
the regular season, when the
Lakers routinely blew out
opponents.

*The win was a little sweeter
because of what happened last
year,” Hoad sald.

~We were a much more hun-
gry team, & more focused team
right from the start of the sea-
son.”

Hoad has experienced the
highs and lows of being an ath-
lete, both as a team and an
individual over the past year,
Although he's in his fourth aca-
demic year at GVSU, helsa
junior-eligible player because
he took a medical redshirt sea-
son in 2001. He tore the lateral
meniscus Jigament in his left
knee and had to sit out that
season.

In this 2002 season, the
Lakers blasted through all
opposition, avernging around
50 points per game during the
season. In the national semifi-
nals, GVSU routed Northern
Colorado 44-7 in a game that
saw Hoad record three tackles
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score 2-1 Farmington heading
into the third period.

It was all Farmington from
there, as Mark Roth, lan
Schornby and Mike Singer each
scored goals.

“It was kind of a dreadful,
laid-back game. Rn{nl Onkisa
team we know we should be up
on, and the guys were kind of
frustrated for a while”

The Flyers will participate in
this weekend's High School
Hockey Showease at Trenton,

- which is made up of the top
pro, in the state,
Farmington will take on
Traverse City Central and
Traverse City St. Francis {n the
two-day event.

CC WiINS UGLY

Any win over a league oppo-
nent is supposed to be a good
win, but you'd have a tough
time selling Catholfe Central
co-coach Todd Johnson on that
after his team’s 2-0 win over
Port Huron Northern on
Saturday.

“We didn’t play very disci-
plined,” said Johnson, “We
must have taken eight bad
penalties. They were well-
conched and played physical,
and we weren't prepared to sac-
rifice and took bad pepalties. If
(goalie) Jimmy Blanchard was-
't the best player on the ice, we
would hu\'c?cst and deserved to
lose the game.” .

Blanchard Mﬁped 20 shots
en route to the shutout win,
while Northern's Andrew Smith
stopped 20 as well.

Brandon Naurato opened the
scoring in the first periodona
penalty shot, courtesy of 2
Huskies defenseman putting
his hand on the puck in the
crease. Pat Coldren scored in
the second period on a one-
timer, with Billy Bumns and
Kevin Horal getting the assists.

“We did things in warm-ups
that we'd never done before,
and it went downhill from
there,” sald Johnson, as his
team improved to 4-2 overall
and 2-0 in the Michigan
Interscholastic Hockey League.

* *] was very disappointed in our
play Satu rdn‘y,'

Northem fell to 1:1-1 in the
MIHL and 4-1-1 overall.
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CHES WANTED

W St. Agatha is looking fora
varsity softball coach for the

ring. For more information,
please call athletic director
Trish Rich at (313) 532-2285 or
send a resume to her at 25707
Pembroke, Redford, M1, 48240
or by fax at (313) 532-2277.

Harrison Hi

School is searching for a boys

coach. :
If interested In the position,
call FPS athletic director Ron
Holland at (248) 489-33562 or
fax & Jetter of interest and/or
resume to (248) 474-2802.

and a sack,

‘The championship game was
a different story, Grand Valley
raced out to a quick lead, only
to see Valdosta State score 11
points in less than o minute,
eventually tying the game 24+
24, But an Anes touchdown
pass and an interception sealed
the dramatic victory, That's
when the celebration started.

Among the nearly 8,000
Grand Valley fans who made -
the 15-hour trip to Alabama
were Hoad's parents, who
Joined in the huge on-field cel-
cbration.

"My parents came down,

took pictures of me on the
podium and with the (champi-
onship) trophy,” Hoad said.
“Saturday night, we went back
10 the hotel and had a team
dinner in the banquet room.
There were thousands of
Grand Valley fans there wait-
ing for us. After the dinner,
they let everyonce in and it was
basically one big party”

Asked if he got any sleep
Saturday night, he chuckled
*No," as an( happy college stu-
dent would.

*It was just a riot,” he added.
*We all went out with the
coaches after dinner. I don't

think we got in until 4 a.m.,
and the bus to the airport left
at 7:45, so no, I don't think
many guys got any sleep at all”

Now relaxing on Christmas
break, Hoad hua had a chance
to relax, get some sleep of
course, and reflect on a football
carcer that's scen nothing but
winning.

‘While at Harrison, he
recorded 171 tackles in three
scasons while leading the team
to two state titles, The team
went 26-0 in 1997 and 1998,
which matches nicely with
Grand Valleys 27-1 mark over
the past two seasons.

“Everyonc knows about the
Harrison tradition, and having
that expericnce in high school
definitely helips this time of
year” Hoad said.

“Playing on a team this tal-
ented, you know you can trust
your teammates to play to their
maximum ability, so there isn't
1 lot of individual pressure.’

With all his winning experi-

cnce in high school and college,

Hoad will Tikely be looked at as
aleader for the 2003 Lakers,

He says he's prepared for it, but

understands that the team will
have a significant leadership
void because of the terrific sen-

jor class this year.

“We'll miss our 20 scnlors we
had,;” Hoad said. "But the
younger players got to sce what
it was like playing on & winning
team, and we just want that to
carry over into next year.

“We went through the whole
season being rnked No. 1and
L\’c know \:’hﬂl it was lrikc to

ave people gunning for us.
But 1 can't wait to get started
at defending our title next

year!

But before title defenscs,
weightlifting programs and
knowing coverages, Mike Hoad
plans to get some sleep first.
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5 Cycle Dishwasher

P; ents and interest
1t paid In full within 6 Months

Dishwasher installation in 72 hours!
Instalazon velable Mordey-Fridey

«8 hour delay etart option +5.level

Proclsion Wosh System™ «High tem,
wash option #1 91‘734 o "
White #104728 8197
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Power Miter Saw
+13 amp: 120 volt; 5,200 rpm

1€ b e
aseow

Sl e e e

$89

*Eany-to-read bevel scale #21384

o Off holiday items

For the Lowe's nearest you, call 1-800-44-LOWES or visit us on-line at Lowes.com
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LOWES

Home Improvement Warehouse

Improving Home improvement’

Nobody Beat
prices are getting lower.
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s Our Prices...Guaranteed! Our everyday low
On some items, like the ones below, you'll
find our lowest prices yet. Look for this symbol throughout our store.
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" a$20 - $100 Lows's Glft Card
Aher med ! 24,2002
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ive rv on any Whirlpool appliance 5397 and above.
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With A Lowe's

+Grills up to 7 extra largo burgers, 7 plump
minutos #184505
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40,000 items
one stocking?

Gift Card!

R
ng‘:(:ﬁ

, or 4 full-size, julcy ateaks In

Basicit on
garage door op

Compressor

t
*3,7 SCFM @
40gll~2.7 SCFM
a8
#120435

Revolution Tool
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% HP Screw Drive
Garage Door Opener with Intellicode™
«Solld stoel scrow provides smooth, qulet perfor-
mance *Advanced salety features - 6 part compro-
hensive safoly packnge system #104550

*LED headlight
eln-handls trigger control *Stralght edge guide
«Dust collection attachment #3146170
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2-Speed

Moto-Tool™ Kit
sincludes carry case and 40
ploce accessory
*Replacesble brushes #84881

DREMEL
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kit +35,000 rpm
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FIRE STORM

FireStorm 18 Volt Combo Kit
«includes drill/driver, circular saw, recipro-
cating saw, worklight and screwdriver *Drill
includos removable chuck, LED lovel, and
quick connoct systom #17744%
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30 Quart Professional

Porcslainized Turkey Fryer
#204711
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