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square-foot building proposed to
house two or three retail stores is
also set for the project, The build-
ings will share a neo-classical
facade.

‘The developers said Mondny the
buildings should be open for busi-
ness by next fall.

Since the property is a planned
unit development, the council has a
sty in the buildings’ appearance.

The council insisted on walkways
and green space to highlight the
project, which is expected to
include homes in subsequent phas-
s,

. Remaining homeowners along
Clairvicw Drive to the west of the
developtent got their wish of hav-
ing a six-foot tall berm with land-
scaping on top built to screen the
latest project from their backyards.

Nine occupied homes remain on
Tand proposed far future develop-
ment, snid developer Gary Sakwa.

He said at a previous niceting
that when a retailer is ready to
build on the renaining western
portion, the homeowners wilt be
offered buy outs,

Al signs and outside lighting
issues in the Intest development
phase were put off to a future meet-
ing.
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proposed name change for

the organization, The exist-

ing MCMR mission state-

ment and guiding principles

are already under review.

Comumittees focuscg on busi-
: i

Farmington/ Farmington
Hills Diversity Council, said
committec member Joni
Hubred.

‘The proposed declaration
of purpose read: *The
Farmington/ Farmington
Hills Diversity Council ndvo-
cates all people are integral
to the community’s health

ness,
neighborhoeds and housing
will identify goals ﬂiﬂlcg at

and The FFHDC
and the community unite to
celcbrate our d iﬂ'crv:ncc‘g and

making F i an
Farmington Hills model
citics, .
The first order of business
of the mission statement

our

‘The council raiscs con-

sciousness, creates networks

and fosters meaningful par-

ticipation.”
Audi bers made

the

was
name of the group to the

suggestions for minor

changes, which the commit-
tee will conslder atits next
meeting. Committee mem-
ber Bridget Dean sald those
who worked on the change -
started with the premise that
themigsion statement be
bricf and general in nature,

The guiding principles
and action plans will encom-
pass what the council will do
to fulfill those goals.

Dean is a bilingual coordi-
nator for the Farmington
Public Schools.

‘The Jarge group will agnin
meet in February, when each
committee will discuss issucs
and identify struggles within
the community, said facilita-
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tor Shea Hawell, an Oankland
University professor.
; Co-chairwoman Karen

.'Bolsen commented on how
* well-attended the initial

meetings have been.

The first in October drew
more than 100 adults and
students; about 80 attended
last week's meeting.

It was touching to hear all
the people here,” said
Priscilla Brouillctte, a parent
and Farmington school
board member. “I've been on
the steering committee for
six years, It’s wonderful
hearing the new volces.”
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mold levels outside the home,
she said,

Roden and hee husband
bought the home four years ago

. and have fclt lousy since, she

said. Their daughier has respi-
ratory problems and Roden is
tired of paying for medical and
vet bills,

She told the city council
recently about her concerns.

*The city needs to fix this
problem before it gets any
worse,” she said.

Roden is suggesting the city
redig the two propertics to
restore the natural spring and
to have the creck dredged on o
regular basis to keep water
flowing.

Assistant City Manager Dana
Whinnery met with Roden
recently. He said this is the first
time the problem has been
brought to the city’s attention.

“She shared a lot of informa-
tion that I am going to thor-
oughly review this week with
the engincering department,
DPW and with our environ-
mental coordinator, We'll see if
we can determine what's going
on and what might be appro-
printe for the city to assist to
help. We'll see what might be
our responsibility in remedia-
tion for this at this point we're
not sure what it is”

Roden said she has contacted
the Onkland County Health
Department, the Department
of Environmental Quality and
all the state Department of
Natural Resources about her
concern. She said those agen-
cies told her it's the city's
responsibility to address the
issue,
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Hills fiscal
audit shows
healthy
balance

8Y PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER

Farmington Hills annual fis-
cal audit report shows the city’s
fund balance ot a healthy $5.5
million and its operation tax
rate 0f 10.165 mills has not
changed in five years.

A mill is $1 for every $1,000
of 2 home's state equalized
valie. For year ending June 30,
2002, the city’s total revenues
were $44,463,000, with the
city's operating levy generating
57 percent of the budget, fol-
lowed by intergovernmental
revenues at 20 pereent; charges
for services ot 14 percent; and
interest and fines at 8 percent.

Expenditures were
$43,100,000 with public safety
swallowing 40 percent of the
budget, followed by public serv-
ices at 31 percent; general gov-
ermment at 17 perceat; library,
7 percent; and the district court
at 5 percent. The city's fund
balance is 13 pereent of next
year's projected budget, said
the Doug Bohrer with the
auditing firm of Plante &
Moran,

The city’s fund balance is
seven weeks of expenditures.

While the city collects a tax of
10,165 mills, the other tax levies
for homcowners are:

W State eduention tax, 6
mills.

Farmington Schools,
12,863 mills,

M Oakland Schools, 3.452
mills,

1 Oukland Cammunity
College, 1.595 mills,

M Oakland County, 5.578 mills.

ppacedoe bomecomm nel | (248) 4775450

——————————



