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Toledo tackle Swartz going OUt a winner..

BY BRAD EMOKS
STATF WRITER

‘When Noah Swartz was look-
ing for a school ta play college
football, he took the motto
from Oakland Raiders owner
Al Davis, “Just win baby”

Five years later, the 6-{oot-5,
302-pound right tackle for the
University of Toledo can safely
say he's going out a winner.

After redshirting his first sea-
son {1998), Swartz has helped
the Rockets rack up a 35-12
record in four years and two
consecutive bowl appearances,
including today's di
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native, who has been a regular
on Toledo's offensive line for
three years after sceing spot
duty as o freshman, “Ifeel it
was a good decision, I came to
Toleda to win and I feel I've
done that”

n 2000, Swartz played and
started in all 11 games at offen-
sive tackle as the Rockets fin-
ished 10-1, capturing a Mid-
American Conference co-cham-
pionship and finishing ranked
in the top 25, He was ofan

4
finale for Swartz against Boston
College in the Motor City Bowl
at Ford Field.

*“We had a winning tradition
at Johin Glann (high school)
and I liked that, and wanted it
to continue, that was the big
thing," said the Westland

linc that allowed just
five sacks and ranked ninth in
the country in rushing yards
(254 yards per gamce).

In 2001, Toledo went 10-2,
won the MAC and beat
Cincinnati in the Motor City
Bowl at the Pontiac Silverdome.
Swartz played in all 11 games,

starting three. He was part of
an offensive line that finished
17th in rushing offense with
213.5 yards per game, while
allowing just 11 sacks,

This season has arguably
been his best as the Rockets
finished the regular season 9-4
and fell to Marshall in the MAC
championship, 49-45. It was
quite an accomplishment for
Swartz and his teammates, who
waon four-straight games at the
end of the year to win the
MAC's West Division.

“If we hod another minute,
we might have won it,” Swartz
said of the Marshall defeat. “It
was two champlonship teams
duking it out. The last four
games we had our backs to the
wall and the team rallied
together” .

Swartz may be the most
underappreciated of a stellar
Toledo offensive line. As faras

MAC postseason honors,
Swartz was overlooked, but not
in the eyes of Toledo Sports
Information Director Paul
Helgren.

“He mny have been overshad-
owed by some of his teammates
because you can take everybody
from the same team, you have
to spread it around,” Helgren
said. “But he got gypped, pure
and simple”

‘The lack of how-

going to miss everything about
it because you work so much on
the field,” Swartz said. “It’s defi-
nitely sad and it's going to be
cemotional on both sides of the
field. Being in the dome (Ford
Ficld), it's going to be a fun
game to play. I can't wait to get
there. It should be niccand I'm
ig\oing to give it everything I
ave”

e,
Academically, Swartz has
hnically already graduated

ever, just rolls right off Swartz's
casy demeanor. “] feel Thad a
good year,” he said, "The
awards, if you dont get them,
didn't bother me. Winning is
what matters.”

Over 200 family and friends
will be in the stands at Ford
Field to sce Swartz play his
final game. The right tackle
says he feels rested and ready
for his final game.

*“It's the Inst game and I'm

but will attend four mare class-
es during sccond scmester to
complete n double major in
Information Services and
Economic Commerce, along
with a minor in Marketing.

He would like to go into an
internet-related ficld, prefer-
ably in graphics. He also would
like to opportunily to get a pro
tryout.

“1 want to give it a crack
somewhere,” Swartz said, *It’s
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something 1'd like to do, but
I'm ready to go either way”
Swartz has another impor-
tant date on Jan. 4, when he'll
marry his fiance, Mary
Gillispie, who is working
toward a degree in Chemistry
from Eastern Michlgan
University. Swartz and Gillispie
were classmates at Glenn, but
never knew cach other {n high

00,

Sounds like 8 win-win situa-
tion for the former Glenn
Rocket and All-Observersclee-
tion, Now all that's left to
obtain as a Toledo Rocket is
one more victory.

“What I'll miss seeing is my
friends cvery dny,'Swartz said.
“[t was o good program tobe s

rt of”

And thanks to Swartz’s
efforts, it carricd on o winning
tradition.
bemons@oehomecomm.net | {7341 953:2123

DUTDOORS CALENDAR

ACTIVITIES

FiSK BUDDIES FISHING CLUB
The Fish Buddies Fishing Club meels
{he third Tuesday of each monthin
Rochester. Meelings are apen to all
anglers, boaters and non-boaters. Call
Harotd Leider at (248) 656-0556 for
mare information.

OAXLAND COUNTY SPORTFISHING

ASSOCIATION
The Oakland County Sportfishing
Assotialion meets at 7:30 p.m. the
third Wednesday of every month at the
Draylon Plains Hature Center, 2125
Denby, Drayton Plains. Call {248) 693+
4385 0r visit the club's web site at
Mip:foodofocsa for more information.

DOWNRIVER BASS ASSOCIATION
The Downriver Bass Assoclation, a
non-fournament bass cfub, meets at
6:30 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of every
month at the Gander Mountain (14100
Patdee Road} in aylor. For more (nfor-
mation, call Ron Fodor at (734) 676+
2863 or send an e-mail to river-
tall22@¢home.com.

METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS
Metro-West Steelneaders meets at 7.30
p.m. on the first Tuesday of each
month in the cafeteria at Garden City
High School, Call Dominic Liparoto at
{248) 4765021 for more information.

MICHIGAN FLY FISHING
The Michigan Fty Fishing Club meets at
7:30 pm, the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at Livonia
Clarenceville Middre School, tocated on
Middiebelt Road between Seven and
Eight Mile roads. Visit www.milc.org on
the Internet for more information.

FOUR SEASONS
The Four Seasons Fishing Club meets
130 pm.-9:30 p.m. the first Wednesday
of each monlt at the Livonia Civic Park
Senior Cenler, 15218 Farmington Road.
Visitors are welcome. For more infor-
mation, please call Jim Xude] at (734)
591:0843 or send him an e'mail at
{kudej®aotcom.

HURON VALLEY STEELHEADERS
The Huton Valey Steelheaders meets
the third Thursday of each month al
the Knights of Cofumbus Hall, 27600
Hall Road, Flat Rock. Call Carroll White
at (134) 285-0843.

.CLINTON RIVER BASS "N RATS
The recently organized Clinton River
Bass 'n Rats meets the first Monday of
every month ! 7:30 p.m, a1 the Gander
Mountain Lodge. Call (810) 247-9900
for ditection and additional informa-
tion. e club is an aitiflated chapter
of the BAS.S. National Federation.

NETROPARYS

METROPARK REQUIREMENTS
Most Metropark programs are free
while some require a nominal fee.
Advanced registration and a eotor
vehicle pesmit are required for all pro*
grams. Cafl the respective parks tolt
free at the following numbers: Stony
Creek, (B00) 47T-7156; tndian Springs,
(800} 477-3192; Xensinglon, {800) 477
3178; Hudson Wills. (800) 477-3191,

OARLAND COUNTY PARRS

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Advanced reqistration and a motor
vehicle permit are required for il
nature programs at Oakland County
Parks. Call (248) 625-6473.

STATE PARNS

STATE PARK REQUIREMENTS
Maybury State Park, Proud Lake

+ Recreation Area, Bald Mountaln
Recceation Area, Highland Recreation
Area, and island Lake Recreation Area
offer nature Inlerprelive programs

the year. A state park
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motor vehicte pecenit Is sequlred for
entry Into all state parks and state
recreation areas, for reqlstration and
additianal [nformation on the pro-
qrams at Maybury calt (248) 345-8390.
For programs at Bald Mountain calt «
(248) 692-6167. For programs al Proud
Lake and Hightand call (248) 6852187,
Fot programs at Island Lake cali (248}
229-7067.



