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H Centenarian

Herta Orbach, a resident of
the Farmington Hills Court
Yard Manor, will be 100 years
old on Bec, 27,

She fs the mother of
Harold Orbach of West
Bloomfield and Gerald
Orbach of Southfield.
Harold's wife, Evelyn, sald
Herla is an excellent bridge
player and up until 3 few
years ago, played 2 sharp
game.

Herta escaped (rom
Germany {n 1940 and eventu-
2lly ended up In New York.
She was married to Eugene
Orbach for 76 years before
his death.

~She has many iIriends and
s a very gregarious woman,”
Evelyn said.

£ Main Street 101

Farmington asca residents
who altended the Maln
Siceed program “Needs
Assessment” on Nov. 18 and
19 have beeninvited te an
intensive workshop for the
downtown revitalization pro-
gram.

Farminglon was awarded
the Oakland County Mala
Street grant earlier 1his year.
1t provides for three years of
technical assistance in
downtown development.

Downtown Development
Authority Director Brent
Morgan destribed the twa-
day workshop, held in
Pontfac, 3s an “in-depth
overview and interactive dis-
cussion” of each area In the
tour-point Main Sreet
approach: organization,
design, promotion and
restructuring. four votunteer
committees will be fosmed In
each of those areas.

for more information, call
Morgan at (248) 473-7276.

One good turn

€very year, a group of
women gather for dinne¢ and
10 collect cloining 1o be
donated ta St. Vincent and
Sarah fisher Center in
Farenington Hilts.

This year, they got a little
something special - a gour-
met entree, courtesy a pro-
fessional chel. Organizer
Hancy Quinn sald she spoke
with Chef Israel Garza at
Rose's tatian Chophouse on
Farmington Road in Livenia
about the annual dinner, and
he votunteered to make
them a chicken plcatta
entree,

Quinn said 14 women sat
around her dining 100m
tatile this year; all work in
the same building, which
houses 360 Services and
Quinn Insurance.

www.observerandeccentric.com
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Farmington council faces busy year

BY JONT HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

In the city of Farmington, one issue
looms large for 2003: hiring a city man-

ager.

‘Mayor Jim Mitchel! said this week that
officials are waiting to hear whether a job
offfer to Isabella County accounting con-
troller Vincent Pastue will be accepted.
Pastue first wants to meet with city
department heads and may have o notice
requirement of up to six weeks at his cur-

rent job,

“Soon after the new year, we'll have
more information,” Mitchell said.

In the meantime, officinls voted
Thursday in favor of asking former
Farmington Hills city manager Bill
Costick, now a planning consultant, to
fill in. Mitchell said Friday he hadn't
been able to contact cither Costick or the
consulting firm Orchard Hills. Because
Orchard Hills is also n city consultant,
conflict of interest issues would have to
be ironed out.

Michigan Municipal League consult-
ant Frank Gerstenecker, who directed the
city manager interviews, conta!

Castick and several other candidates who
indicated an interest in filling the tempo-

rary post.

*We decided to allow our department
heuds to do their jobs, which they do
exceedingly well,” Mitchell said, “and
engage Orchard Hills and Bill Costick on
a part-time basis,”

Council liked the idea of his fumiliari-
ty with the community,” he added, noting

Costick would have to be sworm in as city
manager and the contract would have to
be written so that he would be acting
legally as city manager.

“In a short period of time, T don't think
there's going to be as much at issue,
Mitchell said.

‘The contract would also have to be
approved by the council; provided
Mitchell is able to speak with Costick
beforehand, the issue has been tentative-
1y placed on their Jan, 6 agenda.
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Christmas Day fire

A Farmington Hills famlly started Christmas Day escaping injury when
Wednesday to the 39000 block of Plumbrook. The cause of the fire, wi

thelr house caught fire. The Hills Fire Department responded around 2 a.m.
hich started In the garage and also damaged two vehicles, is being investigated.

Chamber
plans new
activities

BY JOKI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

While membership growth might
have held steady in 2002 for the
Farminglon/Farmington Hills
Chamber, programs and activitics
were anything but.

And members can count on that
kind of energy to continuc in the com-
ing year.

“Membership-wise, we had a very

flat year] Chamber President Carleigh

Flaharty said, “but in coming into the

year, we budgeted for flat growth.
That's very standard industry-wide”

“ * Though the expectation hasn't
changed for 2003, the chamber has
made some internal changes with the
idea of more aggressively recruiting
and retaining members,

The chamber will bring in a new
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Overdose
prompts
community
to rally

BY JOHI HUERED
STAFF WRITER

The drug overdose death of
Farminglon High student Jason
Starling has prompted a rencwed call
to nction from community activists.

“A lot of us arc involved in this pas-
sionately because we've experienced
personal issues,” sald
Farmington/Farmington Hills Call to
Action Conlition Executive Director
Estralee Michaelson. *That's where we
gt the passion to lessen the pain for
others”

She said coalition members are
high-action, high-energy people who
focus on what they can do to reach out
to kids and familics with i

BY JONIHUBRED
STAFF WRITER

Morning is the hardest time of day
for Martha Vetowich.

=You open your eyes, and it's not
there;” said the 69-year-old
Farmington Hills resident, who
became blind two years ago after con~
tracting an Kllmzss1 her fumily believes

show that she can stlll see llght and shadow.
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Mariha Vetowich waves her hands against the ight to

was

They'd like to sue her doctor, a for-
mer Farmington Hills general practi-
tioner who now works for Providence

Legally blind: Hills
couple seeks justice

Hospital. But several attorncys have
told them there's nothing to coliect,
and Michigan state law allowed the *
doctor to earry a malpractice insur-
ance that ends its liability when the
policy is canceled.

As the two-year statute of limita-
tions closes their options, the
Vetowichs have sunk deeper and deep-
er into debt to cover medical expenses
and prescriptions, Even if they could
find an nttorney to handle their claim,
there wouldn't be any cash to collect.
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O&E looking for top érea teachers

Beginning in January, the Observer &
Eceentric N apers will honor two
teachers monthly from throughout our

irculation area for their Il in
the classroom. We are looking for read-
crs to help in identifying these teachers. .
Nominations can be e-mailed to
oel net, faxed to

and resources about chemical addie-

PLEASE SEE RALLY, A10

(734) 953-2232 or mailed to Cathy
Young at the Observer & Eccentric

Deadlines for 2003 are: Jan. 20, Feb.
17, March 17, April 21, May 19, Junc 16,
Sept. 35, Oct. 20, Nov. 17 and Dec. 15,

‘Two teachers will be honored January
through June and September through

- December. The teachers will be pho-

hed in their ¢l and receive

Newspapers, 36251 ft, Livonia,
MI 48150, Nominations must be
received by 5 p.m. of the third Monday of
each month,

four tickets to any Star Theater und &
dozen roses courtesy of Wesley Berry
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