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Garden books share steps to success

appy Holidays! [ don't

believe I have shared a

giving story with you that
is one of my sweetest memo-
ries.

One snowy day, just a few
days before Christmas (or
maybe even Christmas Eve),
my two middle children, Laura
and David, really put the pres-
sure on me to et them walk to
the grocery store that was
approximetely a mile away.
They were about 10 and 12
yrars old and assurcd me that
they could run their errand
with no piobletns.

They did have warm
clothes, and there was a side-
walk on one side of the strect
s0 they would be safe from
traffic.

With a tug at my heart,
agreed tolet them go on this
“very important mission.”

Alter same time they
returned hone, all red-
cheeked and flushed with
excitement. With a flourish,

cy then presented me with a
contalner filled with
kumquats!

‘What a surprise! They knew
how I liked lhellldc frults, and
Thad told them my l’lmmurlcs
of eating them as a child. [
shall never forget their

Did you

h, the hiolidays. A time to
A sit back and think about

the things that have inade
your life worth living the last
12 months.

OK, I'm personally drwing
ablank,

Let’s just talk about the

24 people say at my clinic
that don't exactly make sense.

I realize this happens every-
where. I'm sure every music
store has a story about some-
one wanting the new Shrimp
Bizkit CD, and cvery shoe store

has had somconc nsk how to
distin S:xhh the right shoclace
from

Fve been guilty of this
myselL T have no knowledge of
cars, but I learned that
mechanics have to give back
the old parts if you ask for
them.

1 did this consistently, nnd
each time would examine the
old carcfully. (Frnkly, it
could have been a wad of
chewing gum in tinfoil and 1
wouldn'L have known.)

One day I blew my cover
when I went into a service sta-
tion in East Lansing for alube

ob and asked for the “Tubes®
up!dgi\;r the rr:lcch rlmic
tome that lube is
short for lubricant, [ Icft with

Flgley i

thoughtfulress.

Now to the books for this
column.

1 encournge you to look at
Cubed Foot Gardening:
Growing Vegetables in Raised,
Intensive Beds, Christopher
Bird (Lyons Press, $18.95).

Bird uses a very simple
approach that isn't costly, His

ens consist of beds
framed in 2-by-12 boards, cus-
tom-blended soi), and inten-
sive plantings.

He uplmm why and how in
his conversational style and
sharcs tips such as placing
rlnnu so they receive more or

ess sun (whichever they need).
Most helpful are: The 10 Most.
Common Mistakes in
Vq}cluh!e Gardening, and
Rules of Modern Vegetable
Gardening.

SUNNY SIDE
Brooklyn Botanic Garden

presents The Sunuy Border;
Sun-loving Perennials for
Season-long Color, €. Colston
Burrell (69.95).

First the gard needs 1o

ny and texture,
Her exuberance shows in the
pliotos.
W‘hm yuu sce Janet
h's name on a book,

know what plnn(s to choose for
a particular area and how to
care for them.

More than 100 sun-
lovers are featured and pho-
tographed according to their
molsture preference. Greay
inspiration found in ths ittle
book.

The Intuitive Gnnh'm'r

you can be assured that the
information is excellent.
Ortho's All About Successful
Perennial Gardening
(Meredith Books, §11.95) is
her latest une. Her name isn't
on the cover; you have ta open
the book to see it,
Macunovich stresses the
lmporLulrc urpmpu- soil,

Finding Creative Fi in
the Garden, Marityn Raff
(Fulcrum, $24.95), shares the
many steps she has taken to
transform a “nothing” land-
scape into a thing of beauty.

She encourages readers to
become free to design what is
pleasing to them, rather than
to follow any set rules.

“The trick for intuitive gar-
deners is to discover and fol-
law their own internal feelings
of what is ‘right” in their gar-
dens,” Raff says.

Her approach is to get out
and do it; she doesn't draw
design first.

As she describes the many
plants (pative and those that
have adapted to a site), she
talks about placement, harmo-

won an

soil pH, nm! hiow to choouse
plants und care for them
through the garden season.
She shares tips that profession-
als use,

The plant gallery gives scien-
tific and common names, light

Garden books cover a variety of topits.

Koopowitz ($25.95), details
the history, charms and horti-
cultural future of the genus
Clivia. Koopowitz reveals that
the plants were discovered in
southern Africa, and shates
haw to care for these container
plants.

The bulk of the book exam-
ines Ll’n: dl\tﬁlt) of them,

required,
family, season ofblwm All:!}»c
and size, growth rate and gen-
crad care, including her person-
al notes.

The $12 cost is money well

spent,
UNUSUAL

Two books published by
Timber Press feature unusual

plants.
The first, Clivias, Harold

the bright oranges,
reds and yellows to the newer
pastels.

Tlhe book concludes with o
brief biography of Lady Clive,
for whom the plant was
named.

‘The second, Camivorous
Plants of the United States and
Canada, Donald E. Schnell
(second edition, $39.95), is the
field guide to these insect-
eating plants where a greater
diversity of them can be

found than anywhere in the
world.

Schnell examirtes 45 species
and numerous hybrids of car-
nivorous plants,

He includes descriptions,
preferred habitat, the range
where they grow, season of
flowering and trapping. The
maps, drawings and 200 color
photos will help in the search
as well as introduce the reader

1o a new experience.
GOOD GARDEN TIP
Will you share a short,
thouglitful story that concerns
n food o flower?

Marty Figley s 2n advanced mastes
qgardener based in Birmingham, You
can leave her a message by dialing
{134} 953-2047 on a touch-one
phane. Her fax number is (248) 644-
BH

really say what | thought you said?

my tadl between my legs. I'm
sure they laughed about it for
weeks. 1 assure you there-
after my repair bills showed an
increasing sense of humor on
their part, Anyway, I keep track
uf ity favorite imisspoken wonds,
mxmg!cd phrases and mis

ts. The people who sald
lhcm shouldnl feel Insulted -
thisisall in fun. As n matter of
fnct, I said the first onc myselfto
aclient late this year,

njoy.
I think the stink has some-
thing to do with the smell”
B My wifeand 1 mluoking
into Infertro vectalization.”

3 About a frightened dog:
“Careful - he might be a little
skimmish.”

®-Wcmsending thedogton
farm in "/ew Bostonmore”

B “He was winching in pain”

# “You're not supposed to
touch the turtles in Florida ~
they're worried theyll go
instinct”

B Owner: *1 haven't seen any
worm cggs in my dog’s stool.”

Me: “You can't sec them!”

Owner: "What do they look
like?®

Me: “They’re microscupic.”

Owner: I haven't seen that”

B “I've only seen a little dras-
ticimprovement.”

R I very slowly read blood
work results over the phone to
an owner who was writing
them down:

Me: “The Alkaline
Phos phnl:\se was five hundred
and cight”

Ownier:
bath?”

BT think the dripping is
Just compensation from the air
conditioner”

R “Should I try a tropical
antibiotic?”

B "Do ynu do the cuthanusia
or the cremation first?”

B*Six of one, 1/6th the
other”

R°He's itching nlut - could
he have the minge?

B How long do dogs have to
be cocked together o become

regnant?”

W "After they were born, the
mama dog broke all their

acks!”

“How contd it be

W “She hasn't eaten in three
days -~ I'm scared she's going to

ium
Purnace Tune-up

vith Triple Guarantee’

become emancipated!”

£ “They both fought, but he
ook the blunt of it.”

*Doc! Hurry! He's blush-

ing gud!”

W “Every moming she wakes
up with erustaceans on ber eyes”

@*“Sa when she came back
in from the woods, she hind
kookaburras all over her” And,
in the same week: "When she
came in from outside, she wits
totally covered in burros!®

B-Oh, no - the loofis recking!™

B “He has no get-up and go
just nerthargic”
1 think he was dmmatized
e other dog biting ut him.”
1 feed him Eseanaba dog,

. I\'nmyhnnu House
* Bob Timberake

* King Hickory

* Hekman

» Howand Miller

o LM. David

& | used to have one of
those Mannix cats.”

M1 asked a 4-year-old what
he would be for Halloween. He
replicd, “The Green Weeper”
(His dad corrected him: The
Grim Heaper.)

®-The proceeds go o leader
blinds for dogs.”

B “I'm getting my new kitten
tomorrow - it's n Siamese
Persian Himalayan.”

W 1 cleancd the cars yester-
day because they were full of
derbis”

'm worried e ruptured
the cartridge in his knee.”

B "Is he old for his age?”

B And, in whit Fhope was
merely the wond food” lelt ofl’

the end: “He won't eat
anything - not even
peaple!”

No take home message to be
found - just wishes for a pros-
perous and safe new year, full
of hoppiness and devoid of
malaprops!

Dr. Brad Davls is the medizal
girector for the VCA of Garden City,
2085 (nkster Road, Garden City, Wi
48135, Feel free to write him there
with questions and comments. He s
150 ane of 1he hosts of the nationally
syncicated radio show Animal Tak.
Visit the Web site at
wvw Animaitatiradio.com. You can
send e-mail questions or comments fo
DrBrad@animaliaikradio.com,
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FURNITURE

y 20292 Middlebelt, Livonia (S. of 8 Mile) § L
(248) 474-6900 i

buying something fresh and new
for that favorite room in your
home. \Whether it's the living

bedroom, we have prices and
zlues to cure those winter blahs.

pay your 6% sales tax or
qualify for one year
interest-free financing.

I

s nothing better to chase
se wintertime blues than

room.dining room or the

SAVE

at Classic
Interiors, and
for one week
only, we will

Stone  » Bradington-Young
* Hooker

* Canal Pawer




