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Engler signs books, talks ab

67 TOKY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Gov. John Engler spenta
couple of hours at the
Plymouth Historlcal Museum
Snturday, Dec. 21, signing
books, shaking hunds, appear-
ing in photographs and recelv-
ing kind words from well-wish-

ers.

In what could very well be his
{ast public appearance before
leaving office Dee. 31, Engler
reminksced about his 12 years
as governor and talked about
his future, Sometimes he was
extremely serious and passion-
ate and at other times had
tongue-in-cheek, ns he auto-
graphed books detailing his

rnance,

In the book, “John Engler:
‘The Man, the Leader and the
Legacy; author and Engler
:Eee:h writer Gleaves Whitney

ronicles the Engler ndminis-

jor.

"He asked if I had any inter-
est in writing a book, and 1 said
‘I did not, " Engler said. "He
(Whitney) said he wanted to do
that, nnd I said, ‘Go right
shead!

*Then he got it written and
asked If { wanted to do any
book signings, 1 said, 'No, you
wrote the book, you do the
book signings. Then he asked if
1 would do a couple, and |
agreed. I think he did a mar-
velous job with it,” Engler said.

Lansing was the only book
signing stop before Saturday in
Plymouth. The only other will
be in Engler's hometown of
Mount Plensant,

During his stop in Plymaouth,

Engler agreed to talk with the
Plymouth Observer. There was
no hesitation when asked about
his biggest accomplishment ax
the state's top elected official.
ere’s no question. We fun-
damentally changed the way we
[::}f for education,” said Engler,
ferting to Proposal A. "The
fairness and adequacy of fund-
ing s something that's changed
considerably in the last decade.”
‘When queried if he expects
future Jawmakers to attempt to
tweak Proposal A, Engler sald,
“I think there will be, but I
think it will be unsuccessiul.
And, I think that people who
vote for tweaking will shorten
their careers. It continues to
fulfill the promise of protecting
people’s property taxes and pro-
K‘ding an equitable funding
ase.”

HO SYMPATHY

Engler had tough words for
school districts that complain
the state foundation grant isn't
fair.

*“They should work on
becoming more efficient,” he
said. "If we looked at some of
the services being provided in
the school distriet, they're not
competitivély bid, and there-
fare they're paying significant
premiurns, Don't say that's o
funding problem. That's a poli-
cy chelee.

*If [ were running o school, 1
would want to put maximum
dollars in the classroom, and so
I would control all other costs
and put mency In the class-
room,” he said.

Engler also had little sympa-

thy for that have

DOHALD J ALY
Gleaves Whitney, feft, suthor of John Engler: The Wan, the Leader & the
Lagacy, smiles as Gav. Joha Engler slgns a copy of the book for Steven Bill,
age 5 of Northville during an appearance the Plymouth Historical Museum
Saturday. Steven is the son of Gregory Bifl, a State of Michigan Clrcuit Court
Judge who was appointed by Engler.

11 d local govern-

rued the cuts in state-revenue
sharing in order to balance the
state budget.

“When you look at loral gov-
emment revenues they've been

ments out there, and they are
doing just fine”

Engler's biggest disappoint-
ment in 12 years was not being
able to get a constitutional

d to reform the state

g, not d
‘because local governments have
property taxes,” he said. "And,
even with Proposal A putting
cnps on it, there has been so
much new construction.

“In some cases, local govern-
ments have not been restrained
in their spending,” Engler
added. “You can find examples
where local governments are
still biring people. The state
government is 20-pereent
smaller today in the non public
safety arca. I think there are

Team Farmington seeks bowlers

“Team Farmington Special
Olymples 11th annual Bowl-A-
Thon will take ptace Saturday,
Feb. 15 at Drakeshire Lanesin

bowling at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m..
‘The bowling format will be
threc games of nine pine no
tap. Refreshments will be pro-
vided at both sessions,

Last year was the best year
ever as $31,000 was raised.
Local business community,
civie groups, police, firemen,
schools, churches and private

contributors and many others
from outside of the Farmington
commurnity, went the extra mile
to suppott this very worthy

use,

"We have a new goal to raise
over 40,000 this year,” said
Mark Fisher, event chairman.
“The apecial Olympians aro ter-
rific young people who have
mental and physical challenges
but who have great Olympian
spirit as they take part in the
many sporting cvents offered in
"Team Farmington Special
Olympics”

“Team Farmington is a ycar-
round training and educational
program open to all athlctes
with mental imprirment who
are or have been invulved in the
special education programs run
by the Farmington school dis-
trict and reside in the district.

Students from many sur-
rounding school districts are
tnvolved in these programs as
well.

Tor additionnl information
about the Bowl-A-Thon or to
register to bowl, call Nancy
Meloche at (248) 888-5021.

Owen J. Furman
Serviees for Owen John
Furman, 85, of Livonia, were
held Dec. 30 at Redford
Presbyterian Church in Detroit
with the Rev, Doug Carter offi-
clating. Burial followed at
Grand Lawn Cemictery in
Detrolt.
. Mr. Furman was born Nav. 2,
1617 in Detroit and died Dec. 25,
2002 ot St. Joseph Merey
Hospital in Superior Township.
.He retired n 1980 as superin-
‘tendent of transportation for
*Mirhigan Consolidated Gav
-Company and was a life member
“ofthe Masonic Lodge Zion #1.
He is survived by his wile,
. Dorothy; son, David {Patricin);
-granddaughters, Shella (Curt)
+Sigro and Rhonda (Scott}
“Treadwell; and great-grand-
.children, Vanyn and Shane. e
‘{8 preceded in death by his son,
‘Dennls.

OBITUARIES

Arrangements made by
Heeney-Sundquist Funcral
Home in Farmington.

Evelyn A, McQuiston

Services for Evelyn Alice
McQuiston, 84, of Farmington
Hills, were held Dec. 31 at
Heeney-Sundquist Funcral
Home in Farmington with the
Rev. Kurt Lambart officiating.
Burial followed at Glen Eden
Memorial Park in Livonia.

Mrs. McQuiston was barn
Oct. 3, 1918 in Detroit and dicd
Dec. 27, 2002 at Botsford
Hospital in Farmington Hills.

She is survived by her sons,
Phillip (Dianne) and Edward
{Linda); daughters, Patricia Poge
and Karen (Ron) Grohoski; sis-
ter, Bemice Rice; brother, Elmer
Kownlske; seven grandchildren;
and five grent-gmndchildren.
She is preceded L death by her
husband, Robert.
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John Henderson

Services for John Henderson,
57, formerly of Livonia, were
held Dee. 26 at St. Patrick
Catholic Church in Palm Beach
Gardens, Fln.

Mr. H{enderson was born in
Detroit and died Dec, 23, 2002,
at Columbin Hospital in West
Palm Beach, Fla.

He worked as a mechonical
cngineer for Albert Kahn
Associates in Detroit and was o
member of St. Patrick Catholic
Church,

He is survived by his wife,
Jayne; son, Mark; father, Roy;
brothers, Robert (Jane) and
William (Judy); and sister,
Janct (Witliam) Elwoad.

‘Those wishing to make
tacmorial contributions may
send them to the American
Dinbetes Association, 4620 N,
State Road 7, Suite 208,
Laudendale Lakes, FL
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board of education.

*We are onc of only 14 states
where the governor doesn’t
directly appoint the state
school superintendent or the
board of education,” he said.
“Nobudy in Michigan ean name
the members of the state board
of education, yet this anany-
mous group actually hires the
superintendent. That makes
our department far weaker and
less relevant than sister depart-
ments across the country”

TRANSITION EXCITEMENT

=y

Engler said he's “absolutely
excited” nbout moving from the
public sector to private life.
What will he like the most
about the transition? *Not talk-
ing to reporters is at the top of
my list,” ﬁz sald tongue-in-
check. "I there's a natural dis-
aster, don't eall me.”

Engler insisted he won't miss
the fishbowl of public life.

*1t can be tough on families,
especially children. My girls are
getting at an age (8) where it's
perfect for them to go into the
private life as well. I think 32
years of being elected to office
is enough for me to be able to
say, forever, that I've done my
public service.

“I'm not going to be nunning
for anything, and I don't sce
anything changing that. F've
had opportunities to do other
things, but what can be better
than governor of a complex
state like Michigan? Certainly
not being a member of the
Cabinet in Washington. I don’t
want to do that.

“One thing I ean do, as a pri-
vate citizen, is write letters to
the editor and complain about
what they're doing in Lansing,”

Engler insists that he hasn't
closed on a house yet, despite
the rumors he is moving to
Franklin. *I looked at homes in
this arca (Plymouth), as a mat-
ter of fact, and in Ann Arbor as
swell. Franklin is another place
we've looked at. We looked at
schools in Ann Arbor,
Farmington and Northville”

As for what kind of work he'll
eventually be doing, Engler will

out future

only say, “T've had some good
conversations.”

STROKGER POSITION

Despite the recent downturn
in Michigan's ecouomy and the
belt-tightening that's forcing bil-
fions of dollars in cuts, Engler
belicves the state is in & stronger
position than it was a year ago.

“The unemployment rate is
below the national average, aad
we're a state that’s more compet-
itive, that hes improved signifi-
cantly. Qur credit rating is
strong, There are only eight
AAA-rated siates, and we're the
fargest. All the states today are
coming out of the recession -
od with deficits, and that will be
achallenge here”

Engler said he's talked with
Govleet Jennifer Granholm
but won't disclose what wea dis-
cussed. “Everything I told her is
private,” he said. However, the
departing governor seid there
are a number of top issues for
the incoming state CEO.

“We still niced to continue to
push on lega) reform, and we
need to push on the infrastruc-
ture needs we have, We've done
the planning on the rebuilding
nf1-94, and that needs to go
forward. [ believe strongly that
we need to continue competi-
tion for public education,” said
Engler, referring to charter
schools. "That may be a way to
help some of these higher-cost
and lower-performing districts
to improve more rapidly.
Detruit would be a good exam-
ple of that”

Ibtuscatodos homecomm net (734 459-7100

Middle school lacrosse league opens

Farmington Hills Recreation
invites all interested seventh-
and eighth-graders to get in
the game by joining its new
Middle School Lacrosse Travel
League.

The program consists of &
boys icague and a girls league.
The emp:hasis will be on learn-
ing the fundamentals of the
gaime and promoting sports-

manship. Practices will take
place 2-4 times a week starting
in March,

Games will be played April -
May 2003 and parents must
provide transportation.

League fee is $100 per player
for residents; $105 per player
for non-residsnts and includes
ateam jersey, balls, field time
and goals.

Registration begins Dee. 17
and all players must register by
Jan. 27. Coaches are needed.

For more infarmation about
these and other programs, con-
tact the city of Farmington
Hills Special Services Division
at (248) 473-1800 or stop by
the Costick Center on 11 Mile
between Middlcbelt and
Inkster.

Threa stages of hedlthy
chokes: cookingand
nutrition tips at the Whole
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