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"We're not going to have the
money to fund some other pro-
grams”

‘The announcement didn't
shock Steve Wasko, spokesman
for the West Bloomfield School
District. He said area schools
hzve been adjusting budgets in
recent years anticipating such
financial struggles.

“While we anticipated no
increase, it still cyeates a hard-
ship because our costs continue
10 elimb,* Wasko said. “The flat
funding really represents a cut
in our revenues toward the
expenses for instructional serv-
ices”

With less state sales and state
income taxes collected in 2002,
atate officials are anticipating
more than a 81 billion shortfall
for Michigan government serv-
ices, including public education.

“We're all going to have to
tightsn our belts;” Granholm
said. “We will try to pass bond
issues to help districts borrow
money for technology and
buildings. Then hopefulty down
the line, we can help more with
operations.”

In Oakland County, school
districts have already been
struggling in recent years sinee
the annual increase in school
funding was well below the rate
of inflntion; however, emplovee
health insuranee and trans-
portation costs continue o rise
faster than the yute of inflation.

“Dorr't forget new state and
federnl guidelines costs us more
money too,” Wasko added,

This forced districts lo'luyuﬁ'

faculty, cut p

more out-of-district students

and dip into fund balances to
- coverall the bills in recent

years,
In Southfield, budget cuts by
administrators turned around a
projected 85 million deficit, gge-
ating a $1.9 million surplus
during the 2001-02 school year.
‘The board was ecstatie, but
Michael Dixon, the district’s
associate superintendent for
administrative scrvices, wasn't

are hing for more grants
and donations. Like their coun-
terparts at the college and uni-
versity level, public schools will
lean more on corporate and
alumni contributions.

“We've established a founda-
tion here in West Bloomfield
beenuse h

Ado Vagrozz] gets a laugh out of Governor Jennifer Granho!m during a pre-
Inaugural meet and greet at the Southfield Civic Center December 29.

m“ "We went rofler Skﬂhﬂq and er, likes the ficld trips, the
games and making friends.
FROM PAGE Al to the movies and 00 "We do special things,” she
said.
'mmmq' every day.’ Sixth grader Shaun
groups,” Davis said. m‘_, ) dav. Gallagher, 13, said he likes
. Depending on the day of the  Sara Harting . playing video and board games
| week, the group had up 45 camp counselor I and being with friends.
kids signed up during the two The ing winter and
| holiday weeks. spring school breaks are actu-
"We went roller skating and ally the busiest times for the
{ tothe movies and go swim- for field trips. YMCA camps where up 10 130

Rayven Crockett, 11, a sixth children are signed up, Davis
grader, said she'y attended the  sald

ming every day,” said camp
1d.
She suggested parents book

counselor Sara Harting, who

also helps with the Ys summer  Holiday Camp in previous

camp. yearsand Imﬁ: forward to their kids for the winter and
‘The kids also get taenfoy all  them, spring breaks as soon as possi-

the fun activities at the Y, “There's lots of activities, ble. .

including the newly opened and I get to be with people ! Call the YMCA at (248) 553~

Teen Center as well as arts and ow. There's movies and 4020.

crafts projects.

Buses transport the campers ppacedoe Nomecomm net | (248) 4775450

games”
Mary Lee, 7, a second grad-
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“School districts will have ta
spend their surpluses these

next couple years” Condino Muirwood Square West Bloomfield Plaza
e credit rting bur it 35574 Grand River 6716A Orchasd Lake Rd.
Bolng to be very difficult for ol 8 (Farmington Hills) (Otchard Lake Rd. at 14 112 Mile)

us.
“There isn't much imprave-

ments are key,” said Wasko,
who added he hopes his com-
munity can generate $1 million
for artificial turf at their foot-
ball stadium which weuld

¢clebrating. reduce grounds maintenance
© *Wehadtodothatto prepare  costs for the school district.
for the future,” Dixon sald, “We ‘While the massive budget
know thls is going to continue cuts hurt schools, it will make
o be a sgruggle for us” lifz difficult for ambitious new
Many local schoal disteicts lawmakers, such as incoming
are looking for new sotrces of state Reps. Paul Condino (D-
revenue 50 they don't have to Southiield) and Aldo Vegnozzi
gut too many progr Schools  (D-Farmi: ).
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ment d for the, next
couple years” ‘

To help cut costs, Vagnozzi
snid he's going to support a pay
cut for lawmakers and encour-
age the state to sell some of its
g‘xxv rty holdings, especiallyn

ilding in Pontiac the state -
was holding for a charter
school, -

*If cveryone is cutting,”
Vagnoezi said, “Then the law-
makers shonld take & cut too”
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Are you envisioning the birth of your baby as a
natural, family-centered experi¢nce? Our Alternative
Birth Care Unit is a great option.
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THAT’S DIVINE. T
Or maybe you're more comfortable with a traditional
birthing environment, wherc the labor and delivery
process is backed by sophisticated technology. The
Providence New Life Center is a divine choice.

THAT’S PROVIDENCE.

: ‘Why do we offer such distinctly different birthing
options? Because at Providence, meceting your
personal preferences and needs is a vital part of hew
we care for you and your baby.
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" Calltoll free 1-877-345-8500
ouy e ~ of visht us 3t www.providence-hospital.org
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