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Ef Rescue mission

Air Force Senior Airman
Zachary Gyvkeres, a helicopter
flight englneer, is a member of
the 34710 Rescue Wing at
Moody Air Force Base in
Georgia and is responsible for
(escutng injured airmen dur-
ing combat. He is the son of
Mike Gyokeres of Fasmington
Hilis.

Aif Force pararescuemen
make reqular training jumps
into the ocean on simulated

rescuing
N alrmen.
members
of this

elite unit
Irain to rescue people in alt
types of teeraln and under all
sorts of conditions.

= Stonefly count

Friends of the Rouge, a non-
peolit group dadicated to
restoring the Rouge River, is
fopking for volunteers (6 par-
ticipate in its anmual winter
stonefly search fo fae place
Salurday, Jan. 1.

Yolunteers will search
Rouge tribularies for the
aqualicinsects.

The goal of the program s
tracking changes in waler
quatity over time by using vol-
unteers 1o sample many sites.
Stoneflies are sensitive to pol-
Iulfon, so theis presence indi-
cates clean waler.

Volunteers wifl gather $am.
to 2 pm. Saturday, Jan. 71, at
Oakland Community College,
Building H, 27055 Orchard Lake
Road, fatmington Hills.

Intetested volunteers are
asked to call friends of the
Rouge at (313} 7929621 of &
mail picoordinalor®ther-
ougeorg to register for he
event. Pre-egistralionis

cequired.
B County winter fun

Open skiing is available at
(hree Oakland County golt
courses: Glen Caksin
Farmington Hills, Springfieid
Qaks in Davisburg and Vhite
Lake Oaks in White Lake
Township. Thete are no desig-
nated trails and gates are
apen when weather condilions
are favorable for skiing. Yisit
the Dakland County Parks Vet
site at wwwcooakiand.mius.
for a complete listing of winter
atlivities, park maps and dis
count coupans of ¢afi (248)

B Valentine invite

{very Februgry. loved ones
exchange candy, flowers and
qifts 3ltin Lhe name of St.
Valentine, Bul here's another
idea: the Schooleratt Cotiege
Foundation presents ils
Valentine Dinner Oance at 7
o.m. Saturday, feb. 8, featuring
3 gourmet dinner and dancing
to the sounds of the Johnay
Trudell Orchestra.

The festivities will be held in
1he college’s new VisTalech
Center - Waterman Wing.
Tickets are $40 each.

For reservations, call (134)
462-2670.
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Aldo, accompanied by sons Steven, Paul and friends, walks to the Capitol for Wednesday's swearing-in ceremany.
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BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER

After his successful fourth
bid to win a state House seat,

Farmington Hills’ Aldo
Vagnozzi finally got the
chance Wednesday to raise
his right hand and pledge h
oath of office.

Vagnozzi joined 109 col-

of Representatives.

By his side, sons Paul and
Steven snapped pictures of
the special occasion. And

more than one colleague was
overheard asking Vagnozzi il

he had walked to Lansing
that day.
Before the Ni b

leagues who were sworn in as
members of the 92nd House

elec-

C
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‘I spent most of my day
answering complaints 2bout
unemployment benefits.”

Aldo Vagnozzl
jo  stalecepresentative |

on the Hause floor, shaking
hands and waving to his col-
leagues.

Before the event, Vagnozzi
invited friends to his office,
which he had just occupied
Tuesday.

*1 spent most of my day
answering complnints about

) benefits,” he

tion, Vagno;
77) walked from Farmingtos

to Lansing to prove his vigor
and his dedication by meet-

ing folks alonyg the way,
Vagnozzi snid he ran
sfully for the state

in the 2000 clection agains
incumbent Andrew
Raczkowski.

But on Wednesday, those
past defeats didn't seem to
matter as he sat at his desk

then 76, now

said in his office on the
n  cighth floor. A perfect view of
the Capitol building is to the
left, outside hls window.
The freshman legislator
said he has also rented an
apartment in a nearby high-
rise, where he plans to stay
t  overnight a couple of times a
week.
Vagnozzi said many con-
cerned cltizens have ealled

PLEASE SEE VAGHOZZI, AS

Unique proposals
could win prizes

“Will you marry me?”

‘Those four simple
words, uttered a zillion
times since Adam and
Eve, continue to stir the
heart, raise fegions of
gooscbumps and even
tickle the funny bone.
They're not always
accompanied by wine
and roses. Sometimes,
they're written across the
sky, announced nt sport-
ing events or delivered by
amessenger in o gorilla
suit.

Tut ahways, they're so
meantngful.

In honr of Valentine's
Day, the Observer &
Fecentric Newspapers is
sponsoring its secand
annnnl Lessons In Love
Contest, Winnery receive
o romantie evening on
the town Thursday, Feb,
11

We want 1o hear about
your roruantic - ar funny
- wedding proposal. In
100 words or less, tell us
haw he (or she) popped

the question. You could
be ane of two lucky cou-
ples to receive the follow-
ing:

B Transportation,
compliments of J.R.
Tours, Inc. of Novi.

M A dozen red roses
from Wasley Berry
Flarist of West
Bloomficld.

W A romantic dinner
for twa at Little taly in
Northville.

1 Candy from Kilwin's
in Birmingham.

M A $250 gift coin
from Orln Jewelers of
Naorthville and Garden
City.

B One-night stay at
Feaser fnn of Nuninlllc.
Two ticketa for the
Feb. 13 Red Wings game.

Sorry, you'll bave to
buy the fancy duds, vp
your halr stylist and pay
for the haby sitter - a
small price fur romance.

On a romantic note,

PLEASE SEE CONTEST, AS

Benchmark seeks smaller location

BY SUEBUCK
STAFF WRITIR

Benchmark Outdoor Qutfitters
lans ta relocate from its present
ocation at 32715 Grand River in

runity to move
out of our Jease which docsn't work

within the firancial scope,” said
Bruce Lilley, a co-owner. “We want
to scale down slightly. This isa big

footprint.”

Farmington, where it's been for
about 25 years.

“We have an op

Hc's looking for an area about
10,000 square fect, a reduction
from 15,000 square feet. A smaller
location will make it easier to fill
with merchandise and have the
stare look full, he said.

~We want it to be morc rcason-
able from a personnet standpoint,”
Lilley said. "We want mare visibility
and foot traffic.

Lilley has tooked at the former
Shoe Carnival location in the
Downtown Farmington Center at
Grand River and Farmington,

PLEASE S¢€ BEKCHMARK, AS

Change

s delay

court project

BY PAUL R, PACE.
STAIE WRINIR

One thing newly elected
71D District Court Judge

Jumes Brady didn't get
this hotlidny was n new
calrtroom.

But that gift shounld e
ready 10 unwrap soon.

1t's not likely the new
47th District Court build-
ing in Farmington Hills —

originally stated for a mid-
November opening — will
. be ready to apen thls
manth since work an a
basement entrance for
prisaner transport ks tak-
ing longer ta finish than
officials had anticipated,
Court Administrator
David Walsh said a specif-
ic opening date for the
two-story facility has not
be set, but should happen

BILL 82(SLLN | STREE PHOTICE)
Construction continues on I1he new courthouse.

between carly February
and Inte March.
Otherwise, the building
is "coming nlong well,"
said Walzh, “Most of the

first fivor is complete and
the second Noar, where
the courtrooms are, they

PULASE SEE COURT, AS
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LODKING AHEAD
7T Comfortieg casseroles

In Sunday's Taste section: The
casserole is back. After a long reign
that peaked in the 19505 and 60s.
its popularity is on the rise again,

Love and marriage...
go together like a horse and carriage

' planning. Look
- discover ideas,

H 50 the song goos. Weddings don't go togethar st afl without 8 ot of intense
for our 2003 Wedding Guide on Bundsy, Februsry 16 and
advico and interesting festuras to sssist with your wedding.
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