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Homeward
bound

Hamilton statue’
finds a home.
4

0 {fftimate spa Search

Is your bathroom a private
tetreat equipped with the

test home $pa gadgets and
best in aromathetapeutic
goodies? Do you have &
friend of reighbor whase
spa bathroom s so resplen-
dent you wish you couid book
an appointment?

We're inseach of the ulti-
mate at-home spa for an
upcoming feature. Let us know
by contacting Nicole Stafford,
AL Home writes, by phooe at
{246)90+2567 or e-mad at
nstaffocdToe homecomm.net,
See you at the spa!

_ I On the wild side

The National Wildtile

' Federation's Backyard

Wildlite Habitat™ program
will celebrate its 30th
annivessary in 2003

Creating 2 habitat is most
olten a gradual process, with
homeowners doing a little bit
each monlh ot year. Varkus
kinds of wildlite may come to
call at any point along the way.

To help nature enthusiosts
with thelr habitats, the KWF
wll prepare a habilat tip
every tonth during Its year-
long annlversary celebration.

For more informaticn on
how to make your propetty
attractive to witdiife, and how
you can ged your yard certl:
tied by 1he RWF as an officlal
Backyard Wildllfe Habitat site.
visit www.nwl.org/backyard-
wildlifehabitat.

The HWE's tp for January
gives quidance on the best
bled teeding technigues:

Provide multiple feeding
stalions In dilferent areas of
your yard to disperse bird
activity and avoid crowding
at the feeder, (Ceowding can
cause blrds stress, making
{hent vulnerabte to disease.)
Be sure 1o feed in modera-
tion with only 4 few teeders
per acee. Clean your teeders
reguiarly wilh hot waler, and
Jeb them air dry completely.
Keep areas undes and
atound the feeders clean.

Provide seeds from a feed-
et rather Lhan broadeast-
ingfscattering sced on the
ground. Move your fecding
stations petiodically, so
there will be less concentra-
tion of bird droppings.

T Roomier Recherché

Recherché fine
Censignment Furniture in
Waterford has doubled the
size ol its store to 8,000
square feet, 1t has also added
avisual catalog to Its Web
site, enabling customers 1o
view some of the merchan-
dise without coming into the
store, Recherchd s in the
Waterford Place plaza at 367
Highland Road. Call (248} 681
6120, e-mait infolrecherche-
fusmiture.com of visit
wwwecherchefurniture com.

The business was founded
to belp people sel theis
higher quality furniture, art
work and accessories. It
offers upper end makes
inctuding Thomasville and
Henredan, brand-new cus:
{ora-made pieces, older peri-
od pieces including misston,
*508 modern, contemporary
and antigues.

In addition to marketing
items through he store,
Recherché works through
interior designers, real
estate agents, computerized
“wish lists™ and the Web;
presents special events; and
sends a newsletter to con-
tacts. Pickup and detivery for
13rge and heavy pleces are
availabte,

INTERIOR DESIGN o DIY ® GARDENIRG ¢

PHOT0S Y 108 HOTTMLYTR | STASE PHOTOGALPHIA
The kitchen features a facmhouse sink and a dining Istand. Architectura| elements along one

side of the Istand appear ta hetp support the granite countertop.

Cofttage
charm

Area
dwelling
shows
French
Creole
flair, flavor

srory By MaRY kiemic 9°S

STAIT WRITER

he phrase "Freneh

Creote cottage” con-

urcs scenes that com-

Ine history and

tomance = containing
such images as horse-
drawn carriages, flower-
filled courtyards, slender
flames encased at the top
of lampposts,

Such a structure isn't
restricted to books and
mavies or by travel, One
exists locally - nn actuak
house in Birmingham by

Timlin™ Building and

Development.

The Birmingham firm
designed nnd builta
2,950-square foot, two-
story house that is in the
style of a French Creale
cottage. The praject was
researched to the point of
visiting sites in New
Orleans.

Design features at the
residence convey a distine-
tive charm from both the
present and the past. Jean
Comb collaborated with
company owner Bryan
Timlin on the interior

sign.
"Every room has a per-

*®

Bryan Timlin placed a replica of a French Quarter courtyard In the

French Creole cottage style house he bullt In Blrmingham.

sonality in this house.” charm,

Timlin said, “That's what “What they love abaut it

makes it speclal” is the mood it brings to
Timlin is working on a mind”

series of cottages in

Birmingham. Theathers,  INFLUENTIAL

scheduled to open this

spring, will be in Savannah The Creole culture was

and Nantucket styles, well-cstablished in New

Cottages have a special Orleans by the late 18th

appeal today, he says. century. At that time, the
“The market is now architecture reflected a

changing to what I'm going

combinution of French and

Ablack and white bathtub stands on black and white tiles inan

upstalrs bathroom.

“ The exterior of this
Birmingham houseshows
its Creole influence, with
its cedar siding, handsplit
cedar shake roof, and cop-
per gutters and down-
spauts. A gaslight is ot the
front door. The drivewny is
gravel, which “ndds to the
mood,” Timlin said.

“There’s something ...
nbout hiearing the erunchy”
he said.

The interior is pictut-
esque as well, with such
features as hardwood
floors, crown molding and
9-foot ceilings.

The handerafted French
mahogrny front doors open
into the parlor, which in
the 1800s was a place
where visitors were greeted
and where they waited,

Over the fireplace, which
is centered in &Rc back wall,
hangs a painting of a plan-
tation and bayou. Sconces
with glass hurricane
lanterns are on either side

to call downsizing empty Spanish traditions, and
nesters.” Timlin said, “They  influcnces from the
still want the modern Caribbean, ding to
amenitics, they want Timlin.

of the firepl Agrwtﬁrﬂ

stairway lines one side of

©tMeEGo T T -

*“The parlor really wasa
transition room,” Timlin
said

A powder room is at onc
side just inside the front
door. Like other rooms, the
door here features o hinged
tronsom., Transoms provid-
ed cruss ventilation at a
time before alr candition-
ing, Timlin raid.

“The bright, roomy’
kitchen iﬁik: atheater
where the performance of
food preparation will be
staged. A farmhouse sink ia
nestled comfortably with a
Sub-Zero refrigemtor,
Thermador gas range,
Bosch dishwasher and
microwave.

Light-colored granite
tops the counters and the
dining island. On one side
of the dining island, elc-
gant architectural elements
seem to support the coun-
tertop, and high chalrs are
inaline.

PLEASE SEE COTTAGE, €2

Tropical theme brings warmth, openness to condo living

Light splits Into the dinl

model near downtown Plymouth. Parson's chaics in an ollve tone and
red accessories balance a dark wood table base and deep chocolate

ng area at the Cassady Place condominium

velvet drapes, all of which give the space an elegant feeting.

- L .

BY NICOLE STATFORD interior decarators at Park View
STAFF WRITIR Gallery, the offshoot design studio
of Gabriala’ gift and hone acces-
“The living room, kitchen and sorjes store in Plymouth.
“We wanted something that

dining arca at Casaady Place’s
mode mndomlnlum‘m an open,
breezy fecling, as if a turquoise
ocean roars outside.

“When you move into a condo-

would be welcoming to all genera-
tions, We wanted people to come
right in and fect warm and at
home," Breneman said of the proj-

minium, the walls are white, and ect, which the duo completed in

people think il's like living in an two weeks.

apartment,” aald Anne Muason, “The tesults thowease howa

one of the designers who fur- therac can inform design.

nished and decorated the model at For Cassady Place’s two-bed-

Cassady Flace, s new development  room model, Musson and

of 30 unlta within walking dis- Breneman chose a popular trend,

tance of downtawn Plymouth, the tropics,

*But it's not, it's your paradise.” “We started with this sott of
Musson and her partneronthe  global Tommy Bahama idea,”

project, Cheryl Breneman, are Musson said,

From there, a color palette of
warm tones with accents of bur-
ndy, plus neutrl upholstered
furniture coupled with dark wood
pieces, were natural cholces.
_ However, Musson and

opted to use ith
2} furniture compatible with vary-
ing styles and tastes,
“If you took away all the Tommy
Bahama, you would aave a base

. that could be very traditional or

::g;f contemporary,” Breneman
. But the tropical ook won't likely
‘200D, sl

{n Michigan, she said.
“When you're living in

RUEASE SEE TROPICAL, €2

Been surfing lately?
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www.observer and eccentric.com




