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Lefse and life
require the right
equipment

circle, some traditional

foods are served only dur-
ing the holidays.

fgrewupina
Scandinavizn houschold,
where the watchwords
between Thanksgiving and
New Year's were “lutefisk
and lefse.” According to my
mother, those words were
afso part of a high school
cheer: “Lutafisk and lefse, jz
Jaja... Hoffman High
School, rah! rah! rah!®

But I digress.

Anyone who read the New
York Timea Christmas Day
got a good Idea what lutefisk
is all about; for those wha
Tind better things to do, I'll
just hit the highlights:

For reasons no one truly
understands, Norweglans
will soak cod in Jye until the
bones dissolve, then let it sit
Ine salt water to leach out the
poison, The wohbling gelati-
nous goop that remains is
lutefisk. Those hearty few
who love lutefisk bake it,
serve it with cream sauce -
and deal with the smell of
fish in the house for dnys.

My folks got smart later in
life and started nttending
Lutefisk Dinners served by
the Ladies’ Aid in the Church
Basement, Before then, a
plece of lutefisk nade its way
onto a cookie sheet in the
aven, right underncath the
turkey, almost cvery
Christmaos.

Qdor notwithatanding, by
the time it's poisoned an
sonked, the stuff has no fa-
vor at all, I've enten it only
once, at the Insistence of a
man who swore to me that
properly cooked lutefisk is
dellcious.

1 think what hie meant was
that the properly seasoned
cream snucc&mumd ntop the
lutefisk was deliclous.

But 1 digress,

LEFSE MATTERS

What really takes lutefisk
tolernble is that it's part-
nered with lefse. This ahmost
paper-thin, flat potato bread
{5 the stuff my childhood hol-
idays were made of.

Some kids dream of pres-
ents under the tree, Tlonged
for lefse.

Chocolate Santas? Don't
bother. Just pass the butier
and sugar.

When I shared this tradi-
tion with my Best B "nnd,J
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Alexander Hamllton stands behind the garage at the San Marino Golf Course. The statue stood in front of the Alexander Hamliton

Insurance Company on Twelve Mile Road for years. tts new home wlll be In front of the new courthouse,

Hamilton
statue finds
a home

BY PAUL 2. 2ACE
STAFF WRITLR

A donated bronze statue of Alexander
Hamilton has been walting patiently for & per-
manent home in Farmington Hills,

And so0n it will have one in front of the new
47th District Courthouse on the Farmingion
Hills municipal campus. The $12.8 million faciil-
ty Is being built behind Fire Station No. 5 off
Orchard Lake Road, south of 11 Mile.

Construction delays have pushed back the pro-
Jject's anticipated completion in Movember 2002.
The two-story building will ikely open sometime
between early February and late March, sald
court administrator David Walsh,

The author of the Federalist Paper No. 78,
which outlines the thoughts behind this coun-
try’s judicial system, Hamilton's likeness stands
10-fect tall. Writings from his papers pertaining
to this country’s eourt system will be newly
etched on the granite base.

The statue was donated to the city of
Farmington Hills by the Alexander Hamilton
Insurance Company when it moved away from its
headauar;ers on Twelve MU= Road several years
#go, snid Nancy Coumoundouros, cultural orts

i for Farmi / Farmi Hills.
1t's been stored a* the Parks and Reereation
garage by the San Masino golf course, walting for
a permanent home, The eity's offer to have the
statue erected outside the new courthouse's front
doora {s a perfect match,

*For us, we're really excited to have it,” sald
‘Walsh. “It's an appropriate place to have
Hamllton, conaidering his role in this country’s
Jjudicial system.” Coumoundottros said Artpack, a

gton Hills at specializes in
moving art, will handle the move, cleaning and
sct up at the courthouse.

*I'm %0 happy i's found a home where it will
be admired,” Coumoundouros said,

She added that she hopes the statue will
insplre more ;culpturulwut:e commissioned and
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Anew base will have a Hamilton guote sbout our coun-
try's Judictal system, \

Longacre House is rich in community history

feeding him pre-p
Tefse (which used to be illegal
in some parts of Minnesota,
but times change), he raved
aboul it.

And so it was that T decid-
ed 1o tackle tradition one
Satunday afternoon in
December. I'd watched my
mother roll lefse hundreds of
times over the years. How
tough could it be?

Minutes of exhaunstive
rescarch turned up the Sons
of Norway Web site, from
whence I culled alefse
recipe. The Sons of Norway
should know what they're
doing, right?

1 picked up a pastry shect
that promised nothing
wonld stick 10 it, a S-pound
bag of red potatoes, a little
heavy cream, sugar, butter -
REAL butter, not
margarine - and ) was ready

¥ o many
Detroiters and riches o
many others,

Wealthy residents sought Jux-
uries Jike scc-
ond homes in
the country or
country
estates, some
on former
farmas in
Farmington
Township.

An example
was the
Longacre
Estatcon
Farminglon
Road. It
belonged to Luman
Goodenough, who also urged
friends and clients to establish
cstates in the neighborhood.

‘The Longacre House now sits
on five acres of land between 10
and 11 Mile roads, protected hy

Thc roaring '20s brought

and his wife, Eliza, lived on
their country estate, their
Tifestyle was designed to emu-
late that of a British country
squire.

HOMELIFE

Luman Goodenough's grand-
son, Nick Spicer, in a loeal tele-
vision intenview, described the
family Sunday dinners in the
large dining room.

A typical dinner featured roast
beef prepared by an English
cook and served with Yorkshire
pudding to all the grown chil-
dren, theit spouses and children
and numcrous guests. A large
table accommodated the guests,
and a maid and butler served the
food.

Atthat time, a new kitchen
had been added to the cast side,
in the old section of the
Victorian brick house.
The Sherman house becarme
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which is better than mashing Sherman, alocal farmer. It was  there were 20 rooms, ‘That combination building, Grey. Sho
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